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Contractors on site
at Ysgol Dewi Sant
as rebuild begins

Fun Day a great success

Contractors have already moved onto the
Ysgol Dewi Sant site to start the rebuilding of
the school in preparations for its re-opening
as a 3 - 16 VA school in September of next
year. The £4 million scheme has been
awarded to the Haverfordwest based
company W. B. Griffiths and Son Limited,
following evaluation by Pembrokeshire
County Council of tendered prices.
The arrival of the contractors follows a period of
intense activity at the school at the end of the
academic year which saw the removal of
furniture and contents to the school’s temporary
home at Tasker Milward School in
Haverfordwest. Some of the remaining
equipment has been temporarily stored in Ysgol
Dewi Sant’s school hall which is not directly
involved in the rebuild.
The school has meanwhile been made into a
secure site, with asbestos experts currently
testing and sampling the situation with a view to
removing all asbestos from the buildings which
are to be demolished. This process should take
place in the next few weeks, while necessary
permissions for the work are organised.
Meanwhile preparations for the school’s
temporary residence in Haverfordwest were all
completed in time for the beginning of the new
school year, with IT infrastructure and telephone
systems installed at the Milward site, and
repainting and re-carpeting of ground, first and
second floors for the Ysgol Dewi Sant students
and staff. Work was also carried out at the
Tasker Milward dome to create more changing
room space.
The rebuilding of Ysgol Dewi Sant is part of the
21st Century Schools programme and is being
jointly funded by Pembrokeshire County
Council, the Diocese of St Davids and the Welsh
Government.
*See also on our inside pages:
Plans for the new school, Letter from our
County Councillor, History of YDS and
Letter from Chair of Temporary Governors.

The Fun Day was organised by six Carnival Committee
enthusiasts, with the winners of the fancy dress competition
being Efa Harries and Harri Chant. There was plenty of fun
and games on the day including a hotly contested Tug of War
competition, which this year was won by the boys 2-1! There
was also rugby fun and games on the day, which was won by
Torbant Caravan Park All Stars. All proceeds from the day will
be shared between St Davids First Responders (who were also
in attendance) and St Davids Rugby Club Minis. The final
count on proceeds is still being done but we hope to do official
presentations as soon as it is convenient for both groups.
Pictured Canon Dorrien, the Mayor, Efa and Harri.

Jonathan Lean retires as
Dean of the Cathedral
Jonathan Lean has retired
after 17 years in St Davids,
first as Canon Residentiary
and then as Dean.
See inside (page 7) for our full
story

Friends in Harmony raise £2500 for Prostate Cymru

£2500 was raised for Prostate Cymru by a memorable concert at Wolfscastle Country
Hotel recently, featuring Friends in Harmony Choir, the brilliant young baritone Aaron
Pryce-Lewis and Goodwick Brass Band’s Junior section. Supported by a long list of
generous sponsors and match-funded by HSBC, compered with characteristic aplomb
by Pembrokeshire Friends of Prostate Cymru Chairman, Brian Harries, recently
honoured with the BEM for his charitable work, the Friends in Harmony Choir, under
the baton of Musical Director Jane James and accompanied by Julian Harries,
entertained the audience with items from their extensive repertoire. Aaron PryceLewis enthralled the audience with his powerful voice and sensitive interpretation.
Goodwick Junior Band also earned thunderous applause during two spots conducted
by their Music Director Luke Jenkins. The Choir meets for practise at Haverfordwest
Tabernacle Chapel every Tuesday evening and new members would be very
welcome.

Fire and Rescue exercise at Cathedral
An exercise to test many aspects of Fire and Rescue practices and procedures was held at St Davids
Cathedral on Saturday 15th July simulating a fire in the clock room of the main tower with casualties, the
exercise involved five fire appliances and the service drone which identified position of two ‘casualties’ on
the Cathedral chapel and nave roofs. One ‘casualty’ was rescued by personnel from St Davids entering the
tower in breathing apparatus and making their way to the clock tower. This was a very arduous and
exhausting task due to the confined space within the tower. The exercise started at 9.00 am and was
successfully completed
at around midday.
Our thanks to the Dean
and Chapter for allowing
us to ’take over’ the
Cathedral
for
the
duration and also to St
Davids RFC for laying
on a lovely meal for
approximately 35 hungry
Firefighters from St
Davids, Haverfordwest,
Pembroke-Dock,
Narberth, Crymych and
Carmarthen.
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Treginnis Summer Fete
A huge thank you to everyone, on behalf of the committee of Friends of Treginnis and Dan Jones,
manager, for all their help and hard work in making this year’s Treginnis Summer Fete such a success.
Once again the sun shone and people flocked to take part in all the usual fun of the fair. The bouncy castle
was well used, and the birds of prey were flying again. For the first time the fire brigade showed us how
to put out a kitchen fire. That bit was scary. The Penknife Club worked their magic with the pig roast and
beefburgers.
Lots of dogs made their owners proud by winning a rosette for best tail wager, for having a great grin,
having a pretty face and lots more. See you all again same time next year. The ladies of Menevia WI
served many cups of tea and coffee, and sandwiches and cakes were devoured whilst sitting in the newly
refurbished walled garden.

The committee had decided that all the money raised would be used to bring a group of children affected
by the Grenfell Tower fire down to Treginnis at the end of October, and they are looking forward to their
visit. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this, and for all the offers of help.
Now school has started, and the summer holidays are just a memory. Autumn has arrived, apparently, so
the countdown to half term at the end of October has begun. Please put Saturday 28th October in your
diary, and visit Treginnis for the second Annual Pumpkin Day.

John Williams, Penknife member
making his contribution.

Les James organising the children’s races

Dan Jones, Manager, Mayor Cllr Bethan Price and Alan Wheatley, Vice Chair
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Jacki Sime publishes new book

Matthew James
wins another award!

review by Chris Taylor

St Davids naturalist, photographer and writer
Jacki Sime has just published her latest book about
St Davids. The title St Davids Peninsula - A journey
in Time was launched to great critical acclaim at Yr
Oriel Parc just a few weeks ago.
This splendidly produced publication spans the
whole history of the peninsula from the earliest
geological times of some 60 million years ago right up
to the present day including the impact of people on
the landscape, all profusely explained in Jacki’s
illuminating text supported by some stunning
photographs.
This is a locality, almost at the end of the world,
which paradoxically has drawn people and travellers
inexorably to it from the earliest of times, raiders,
explorers, later pilgrims, and now tourists. These are
all included in Jacki’s exciting new book which sets
out to record the evolution of this mystical and
evocative landscape which also contains such a wealth
of fauna and flora.
In an enthusiastic forward international children’s
author and founder of Farms for City Children Michael
Morpurgo says that this would be the first title that he
would look to for research and inspiration; ‘a truly
wondrous book’ that will open eyes and hearts to the
wonders of this peninsula’.
Geology, archaeology, myths and legends,
architecture and natural history, as well as today’s
recreational pursuits, these are all apportioned space in
this exciting new book.

Grocery
Box,
St
Davids, which is run by
Matthew James, has
been awarded a 1-star
Great Taste award, one
of the world’s most
coveted food awards.
Out of over 12,300
products to be judged,
it was dubbed simply
delicious for its St
Davids
Honeycomb
Brownie, a creation of
rich decedent chocolate brownie, topped with a
golden honeycomb made using the finest St. Davids
Wildflower honey. It's an exploration of taste and
texture not to be missed!
“This is a really interesting looking brownie, with the
golden topping adding both visual appeal and texture.
This is a really classy looking treat - and it totally
delivers in the mouth, with a dense fudgey chocolate
centre, and the crunchy topping keeping crisp and
sweet but not cloying. This is a very good and very
moreish brownie.”
“Attractive presentation, looks indulgent, and has a
soft gooey centre and rich chocolate flavour. May be
difficult to eat a large amount but delicious.”

It is published as a hardback gift book at £25 or in an
identical but much smaller and handier paperback at
just £9.95. Published by Jacki herself under the Shore
Light imprint, the book is on sale at several local
outlets.

“We liked the intensity and density of the chocolate closer to a fudge than most brownies - and the chewy
honey-rich honeycomb on top.”
Judged by over 500 of the most demanding palates,
belonging to food critics, chefs, cooks, restaurateurs
and producers, as well as a whole host of food writers
and journalists, Great Taste is widely acknowledged as
the most respected food accreditation scheme for
artisan and speciality food producers. As well as a
badge of honour, the unmistakeable black and gold
Great Taste label is a signpost to a wonderful tasting
product, which has been discovered through hours and
hours of blind-tasting by hundreds of judges.
“After winning an award on my Chilli Jam last year I
decided that this year I’d enter a brownie and wait to
see what would happen” said Matthew. “I am so
pleased that I was successful this year again and can
now add the national accreditation to another of my
products.”
“Having the award is a tremendous boost to a small
artisan producer, it gives increased exposure and adds
value as a mark of excellence. My chilli jam flies off
the shelfs and I dare say that the Honeycomb Brownie,
which is already a best seller, will now be in higher
demand.”
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New Printing Company
opens for business
A new printing service has recently opened at 13 New
Street in partnership with ManUp UK, with whom they
are sharing the shop with a new counter for their own
business. The St Davids Printing Company is run by a
local family, Claudine and Anthony Hayward. They are
offering a bespoke Design Printing service. They print
workwear and also sell YDS uniform. They also sell
printed clothing designed uniquely by them including
Hoodies, T-shirts, Bags and Gifts.
Open from 9.30 am daily, pop in and say
hello.
Pictured wearing the products are Ava
Hayward and Amelia Silverstone

WebAdept celebrates 20 years of Digital Growth in St Davids
St Davids based web design and digital
marketing agency WebAdept are celebrating
their 20th birthday!
As we know, St Davids punches above its
weight in terms of the variety of businesses in
and around the city. While many are related to
tourism, St Davids is also home to businesses
in other sectors that you might not expect to
find here, and it seems that it’s a great place to
be for long term growth. Web design and digital
marketing agency WebAdept started here in St
Davids in 1997, and this September they are
celebrating 20 years in business.
Growing a digital business in West Wales
WebAdept grew out of a training business that
WebAdept Director, Angus Findlay
MD, Angus Findlay, was running. At that point,
the internet, and the concept of marketing online was still very much in its infancy, very
much focused on building websites. Angus was delivering digital marketing workshops to
businesses across the UK, and through his work, he discovered that many web development
companies were short on customer service. Web Adept was born, to offer all the services
businesses needed to market themselves online, supported with great customer care and
long-term relationship building.
WebAdept now works with businesses across the UK, and internationally. The beauty of
being in the online sector means that much of the work can be carried out remotely, so it
makes no difference if a client is in Haverfordwest or Thailand. The team work closely with
their clients, building long term relationships which mean that they benefit from the latest
developments in website design, development and online marketing. Training remains a big
part of the Web Adept business. Angus works with Business Wales delivering digital
marketing workshops, bringing digital clarity to many businesses across South Wales.
Angus explains “While it’s great to work with national and international clients, working with
businesses here in South and West Wales is something we love to do. The geographical
challenges of being out here in West Wales can be successfully overcome using online
marketing strategies and tools, and it’s great to help other businesses thrive too!”

www.webadeptuk.com

@webadeptuk
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01437720033

Porthclais Harbour News
The children’s activity day this year had to be cancelled due to the adverse weather conditions on the
day. It is hoped that another day before the end of the season can be arranged. The charity fund raising
party was also affected by the weather, which meant that not so many people attended as last year. The
weather did abate at about 8.00pm and a good evening of music was enjoyed by those attending.
Thanks to Graeme Houston for organising the function with help from his colleagues on the Porthclais
Harbour Committee, also to the Penknife Club for organising the pig roast. Hopefully next year the
weather will be kinder and that more money can be raised for local charities. The boating activities at
Porthclais this year started slowly due to the weather conditions, but August has seen a lot of activity in
and around harbour.
The committee continues to work towards making Porthclais a safe and enjoyable place for young and
old to enjoy water activities. The Fishing Competition will be held in late September/ beginning of
October. Posters will be around to give date and details soon. Our thanks again for the support we get
from Siop Y Bobl and the help we get from TYF, the national Parks and the National Trust in the
activity days.

Spirits High at Sand Church Competition
Despite an overcast day, spirits were high on Whitesands Beach as the annual Sand Church competition got under
way on Tuesday 8th August. Incredibly not a spot of rain fell over us while, just a short distance away, Milford
Haven was recorded as the wettest place in Wales that day. Here are the results:
Category B – Families
Winner - the Dorey Family from Abingdon and Colchester
Highly commended – the Whatley family of Monmouth
Highly Commended – Mary, Gary, Kimberly and Michael from
Ross on Wye
Category C – Children 10 years and under
Winner – Finn Evan from Nottingham
Highly commended – Daisy from St Davids
Highly Commended – Xavier from Monmouth
Again, the three judges did an honourable job on the day and our thanks go to them:
Mayor of St Davids, Cllr Bethan Price, Canon Residentiary, Canon Dorrien Davies, Commanding Officer 14th
Signal Regiment (Electronic Warfare), Lt Col D.M. Stoter
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Jonathan Lean stands down as Dean
Jonathan Lean has just retired, following
17 years of service to the cathedral and the
community, first as Canon Residentiary and
Vicar, and then as Dean. He stood down from
his responsibilities following the Friends of the
Cathedral Annual Festival on September 9th.

But the Very Revd Jonathan Lean’s relationship
with the cathedral goes back much further than this,
initially to visits as a young lad with his parents from
Fishguard, and more specifically since when, as the new
vicar of Llanrhian, he used to come down to St Davids
in the 1980s to assist Dean Lawrence Bowen who at
that time was running the cathedral single-handed.
Jonathan, who had honed his vocal skills with the Royal
School of Church Music, started singing Evensong
regularly on Sunday evenings as well as assisting with
other services at the cathedral - all on a voluntary basis.
As an excellent campanologist he also helped out with
the ringing at Porth yr Twr whenever he could.
Jonathan sang at both the service for Prince
Charles and Princess Dianna’s visit to the cathedral in
1981, and for the Royal Maundy Service a year later.
His involvement with the cathedral’s music department
was further enhanced when he was also asked to
become chairman of the fledgling Bach Festival, now
the Cathedral Festival, a post which he was to hold for
25 years working with several different musical
directors and administrators. Apart from the cathedral,
where he sang with the choir until only very recently,
and where he was a founder member of the Chapel
Choir, now the Cathedral Singers, he has been singing
with John S Davies for over 50 years, ever since when
Mr Davies was Director of Music at Fishguard
Secondary School, and he still sings with the John S
Davies Singers. A tenor soloist in his own right
Jonathan has performed with numerous music societies
and clubs throughout Pembrokeshire.
From the moment of his arrival as number two at
the cathedral Jonathan enjoyed an excellent working
relationship with Dean, later Bishop, Wyn Evans, who
had invited him to become Canon Residentiary, and
who encouraged him to concentrate on improving the
liturgy at the cathedral. Many of Jonathan’s innovatory
services are now part of the regular worship of the
cathedral. This work came to a culmination after he
became Dean when, with the encouragement of friends
and colleagues, together with the specially appointed
Shrine Guardians, he embarked on the restoration of the
Shrine of St David, an ambitious project designed by
cathedral architect the late Peter Bird, which would
come to be hugely admired, with Friend Wood’s

inspired canopy and Sara Crisp’s splendid icons adding
a completely new dimension to the cathedral.
Jonathan’s second great project involved the
restoration and conversion of the old church school at
Quickwell into a brand new Diocesan Education
Centre, T’ŷr Perenin, This was achieved, as with the
Shrine, with the considerable support of the Friends of
the Cathedral, and has proved a tremendous success
with pilgrims, and particularly young pilgrims, visiting
from all over the Diocese and also from further afield.
These two schemes will, he feels, be among his most
tangible legacies at the cathedral after his retirement.
‘Turning visitors into pilgrims’ was the motto
adopted by Jonathan when he became Dean, and if
success in this objective can be measured then he feels
that the restoration of the Shrine has almost certainly
helped to achieve this. ‘So many people now come to
the cathedral, to seek out the shrine, to pray and
perhaps to light a candle that I do feel it has all been
very well worthwhile’ he says.
Jonathan together with the late Canon Bob
Morgan also founded the very successful Cathedral
Men’s Society. Now he is to retire to Tenby, where he
first served as a curate following his ordination. He is
sure there will be much to keep him occupied, and also
time to make the occasional visit to Main Street in
Goodwick where his mother, now 90, still maintains
the family home.
Jonathan says that he would like to thank all
those who made him so welcome and who assisted him
in his ministry in St Davids, with a special word of
appreciation to Canon Dorrien who succeeded him as
Canon Residentiary. ‘Although we are such different
characters, it has been a most excellent, partnership and
I am most grateful to him for all his support.’

Canon Dorrien to be in charge during interregnum
Following Jonathan Lean’s retirement Canon Dorrien Davies will be in charge at the cathedral until the New
Year and the appointment of a new Dean. Canon Dorrien, who is being promoted to be the Archdeacon of
Carmarthen, will also become Vicar of St Clears, but will not finally hand over his responsibilities at the
cathedral until the new Dean is in post. The new Dean will be appointed by Bishop Joanna, but the
announcement is not expected to be made until well after Dean Jonathan’s retirement. Canon Dorrien who is
currently the Mayor’s Chaplain, will conduct Cllr Bethan Price’s Civic Service at the Cathedral on Sunday
17th September.
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100th Birthday Celebrations!

The Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price, presented flowers
to Mrs Nancy Harries at her anniversary party at
the Cross Hotel in August.

Former Mayor, Chris Taylor presented a bouquet
to Mrs Ella James during her recent special
celebrations at Crug Glas.

Appeal for memorial benches
St Davids City Council receives many requests from
the public who would like to place memorial plaques on
the benches in St Davids. The Council is unable to meet
all of these requests. However, the Council would be
pleased to receive donations of new memorial benches
for the playing fields in St Davids. If you would like to
donate a bench to the City in memory of a loved one,
please contact the Clerk
on 01437 721 137 or clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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The plans for the new 3-16 VA School in St Davids

Students of Ysgol Dewi Sant celebrate their A-Level and GCSE results

This year’s results were announced at Ysgol Bro Dewi school hall, pending Ysgol
Dewi Sant’s temporary departure to Tasker Milward School in Haverfordwest.
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Former journalist Derek Rees remembers pre-war childhood in St Davids
Although we lived in St. David's for only 15 months - from January 18th
1939 until March 1940 - it seemed a long time to a child who was only five
when we arrived and six when we left. My father was only the 4th sergeant in
charge of the section after it was formed into a Sergeant's Section only six
years earlier in November 1933. There were two Constables - PC Jenkins in
Solva and PC John Bowen in Mathry.
For a man who was born before World War Two 15 months passes in the blink of
an eye. But for a child of five or six, who is filling his cerebral file with a
multiplicity of new experiences, it is a quarter of a lifetime.
My earliest recollections were formed in Fishguard, from where we moved to St
Davids, but the two communities, it seemed to me, were poles apart. St Davids
was more rural, the first language was Welsh and it had a gigantic Cathedral
hiding in the green and bosky bowl of the close, as well as chapels, which
Fishguard also had. There was something of a time warp atmosphere, although I
didn't come to that realisation until years later. It just felt different.

Derek Rees with his mother, Mrs
Nancy Rees and her friend Mrs
Megan Smith from Fishguard, at
Warpool Court.

Almost every boy had a cylch and bachyn (an iron hoop and hook to drive it with)
made by one of the three local blacksmiths, while Fishguard lads had no such luxury. They were lucky to have an
old car tyre and a stick cut from the hedge. The blacksmith up in New Street charged me a copper farthing with a
wren on it, after I watched him fashion my new toys from a finger thick red hot rod of steel. Stick-driven tyres
were no match for the cylch and bachyn's light and responsive qualities. A week or two's practice along the streets
and pavements, and down the cathedral close, gave a boy skills he could never have dreamt of - circus skills in
which the hoop could be manoeuvred amazing dexterity. It sang like a musical instrument over the cobbles down
by the cathedral's west door.
And Basil Davies, the carpenter, a boy at heart, who lived in lower Goat Street needed little persuasion to make a
wooden rifle, a sword, or a pair of stilts. On September 3rd 1939 came the war and my brother Ken's 8th birthday
and my mother said: "Thank God you're eight not eighteen." My pals were Roy and Jim Watkins, Dewi Preece,
Graham Beer, David Narbett, Colin Rees, Islwyn Evans and Georgie Harries. Jim was only about three but could
talk fluently in Welsh or English, although he sometimes got them mixed and came out with such
pronouncements as: "I'm going to torri gwallt." He wore the smallest tacky boots I had ever seen.
Singing in the cathedral choir under the stern but kindly eye of the legendary Dr Joseph Soar was a never to be
forgotten experience. Owie Stephens's pristine white Austin van from which he sold his prime fish, and rides in
Mr Jack Bateman's brand new blue Hillman were highlights of childhood, until Mr Bateman left his job as a
teacher to become an RAF bomber pilot, returning to become headmaster of his old school. Fifteen months may
be a very brief span, but I absorbed enough experience to write a book about the little city that made such a big
impression on my infant mind.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED FOR RVS

We are looking for new volunteers in the St David’s area to drive for country
cars. If anyone is interested they should ring Chris or Simon on 01646 699108.
A DBS check is required and mileage is paid @45p per mile.

BWS Y BOBOL - ST DAVIDS COMMUNITY BUS

Drivers and companions are required every
Monday and Thursday from 1.00 - 5.00 pm
For further detail please contact Lynette Boorman
01437 729 346 or 07531 310 056
Financial support from the City Council is available for training
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Summer visit to St Brides for St Davids Cubs
Late July saw St Davids Cubs away to their
first summer camp since the group has
restarted, which gave the Cubs a great
opportunity to put their skills into practice.
The venue was the beautiful surroundings of
the orchard walled garden at St Brides at the
far side of St Brides Bay.
The Cubs got to do several challenges to
stretch their Scouting skills, pitching their
own tents, cooking on a camping stove,
navigating blindfold trails in the woods,
pioneering and teamwork games. They even
made progress with their DIY skills, building
their own flagpole! Probably the highlight for
many though was fire lighting and cooking
for themselves over an open fire, 'backwoods
cooking' their own lunch and roasting many
marshmallows!

Sadly the Hafan Community Association has had to come to an end. We set up the association in early
2009 with the primary aim and objectives of helping our friends and neighbours to overcome
loneliness, isolation and to inspire a sense of communal camaraderie. This I believe we achieved as a
collective group, and we will hold our heads up high and with immense pride as to the association’s
success in its care, warmth, and unity with its friends and good neighbours.
The association was an instant success with most of the residents of the Hafan and also our friends and neighbours
from Pen-Y Garn, Ffynnon Wen, Brynteg and Nun Street. Our activities, adventures and escapades have in the
past been well documented in the City News, accompanied with many a happy and memorable photograph.
The success of the association would have been very
difficult without the overwhelming support we
received from the kind people of St Davids, far too
many to mention in this short letter. But (!) there’s
always a but, we would like to thank Siop Y Bobl for
their kind donation, and also John George who visited
and gave us encouragement as Mayor of St Davids,
leaders of the Girl Guide and Cubs movement who
marched the children to our Christmas and Carol
festivals in the Hafan on freezing winter nights. We
are also grateful to the following people for their
encouragement and support when we needed it most.
Glenys James, Kim Lawton, Kay Kimber, Rita
Howells, Melanie Hayes, and many, many more
including all the drivers of Bws Y Bobol who took us
boisterous and sometimes unruly Senior Citizens out
on our delightful and very enjoyable jaunts. From the
committee and it members we would publicly like to
say a big thank you!

Chinese evening, one of our many past themed nights

Oriel y Parc Harvest Fayre

Sunday 22nd October 2017 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Join us once again for our Annual Harvest ‘food and drink’ Fayre, with samples of the
local produce and a hands on experience to chat with producers and do some arty and
food workshops for the family.
FREE ENTRY
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Open gardens weekend planned for St Davids
St Davids is full of gardens, most of them small
and out of sight, so I am planning an open gardens
weekend in St Davids next year in late June/early
July to raise money for charity.
I already have a list of people who would like to
participate and am hoping to persuade more of you
to join in and allow us see the secret spaces you
have hidden away from everyday view. I would like
to include as much variety as possible, from tiny
spaces to larger gardens, from wonderful
vegetable plots to allotments, from crazy crowded
corners to gardens with a view.
They can be unique and unusual, manicured, wild,
inspirational and intimate - and don’t worry about
weeds! The idea is to raise money for Prostate
Cymru by allowing people to enjoy the gardens of
St Davids.
If you love your garden please consider joining in,
or if you can suggest anyone that might be
interested, please let me know as soon as possible.
I
can
be
contacted
by
email
at
mushroommummy@btinternet.com,
on
01437
721035, or by calling in to 33 Goats Street.
Thank you in advance - Julia Horton-Powdrill.

Annual Summer Exhibition

Eglwysi Ynghyd Tyddewi A’r Cylch
St Davids and District
Churches Together

St Davids and Solva Art Group held a Private View of
its annual Summer Exhibition, featuring the work of
around 25 local artists, which was warmly received by
its friends and supporters. Over 75 people attended
the evening event in the City Hall on 2nd August,
which was encouraging for the Group and led to a
successful start for its two-week long exhibition,
culminating in the sale of over 130 framed and
unframed original paintings. The loyal support of
locals and regular visitors is much appreciated.
As a result the Group will be able to make its usual
donations to charity and we would welcome
applications from local organisations. Please contact
Ruth Coulson by email at jandrcoulson@outlook.com
to apply.
For further information about the Group and to see the
Raffle prize winners, visit
www.stdavidsandsolvaartgroup.co.uk; on Facebook
www.facebook.com/stdavidsandsolvaartgroup/ and on
Instagram.

For Christian Aid 2017 St Davids and District
Churches Together raised the sum total of
£2,555. The 60th Anniversary service on
Sunday 14th May in St Davids Ebenezer Chapel
at 2.30 pm was well attended. The guest
speaker was the Very Revd. Jonathan Lean,
Dean of St Davids Cathedral. In the service a
presentation was given to Mrs Elaine Morgan
for her outstanding long service to Christian
Aid. At the very last minute the Coffee
Morning had to be held in Capel Uchaf Chapel
as Solva Village Hall had unfortunately been
overbooked. The ladies prepared the food and
everyone worked hard to make it an inviting,
welcoming and successful venue. Thank you to
everyone who gave generously of their time
and money.
The Bible Sunday service will be held on
Sunday 1st October 2017 in Tabernacle Chapel
at 2.30 pm at which Canon Dorrien Davies is to
be the guest speaker. The AGM will be held on
Thursday 23rd November 2017 at 7.15 pm in
Seion Baptist Vestry. All welcome.
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Malcolm Gray’s
contribution to
Battle of Passchendaele
commemorations
Cllr Malcolm Gray recently travelled to Ypres to take part in the 100 th anniversary commemoration
of the Third Battle of Ypres, also known as the Battle of Passchendaele, during the First World War,
and for which he had also been invited to engrave a number of memorial plaques. This is his report:
At 5.20 am on the 31st July 2017, just as the sun was rising, a whistle blew which signalled the firing of
a six gun salute, to mark the 100 anniversary of the Third Battle of Ypres, or the Battle of Passchendaele.
The noise, because it was at the start of a very still quiet summer's morning, was ear shattering. The
artillery gun used was a 1906, 76mm German gun, known as a 'Wizz Bang', but which after the war, like so
much military equipment, was taken from the Germans and given to the Belgian army. The point is that the
noise of this one gun was deafening, but as was also pointed out, on the 31st of July 1917 over 400 heavy
artillery guns opened fire more or less at the same time. It is just something that is so difficult to imagine
what that must have been like.
The reason why we were out there was to celebrate the 100 anniversary of the third Battle of Ypres, in
which the Welsh were very much involved. Their part in this major offensive was in the Battle of the
Pilchem Ridge, just north of Ypres, a relatively high piece of ground held by the Germans, bordering onto
what was known as the Ypres Salient.
The main attack was led by the 38th (Welsh) division, and supported by the Welsh Guards and the
Welsh Regiment. One of the units of the 38th Division was the Royal Welsh Fusiliers which was the
regiment that our famous poet Ellis Humphrey Evans, better known as 'Hedd Wyn', was a member of, and
who was mortally wounded at a place called Iron Cross, and later died of his wounds on the first day of the
battle. He is now buried at Artillery Wood Cemetery
I had the honour of engraving seven plaques for this occasion, five were Regimental badges and two
were Divisional Badges. The regimental ones were :- Welsh Guards, Royal Welsh Fusiliers, South Wales
Borderers, Welsh Regiment and Monmouthshire Regiment , and the two divisional badges were The 38 th
(Welsh) Division and the 53rd (Welsh) Division. Although the 53rd division did not take part in any theatre
of war in France or Flanders, it was still felt they should be represented.
For my part I have always had a great interest in the history of the First World War, and when you
read about how these men fought in such horrific conditions, it is so hard to believe. So when you see the
picture of the main Welsh Memorial in Flanders, or if you ever have the privilege of visiting the site, take a
few minutes to look across the fields behind and beyond the memorial and remember that during that battle
the soldiers were fighting in a sea of mud. The conditions were horrendous and when they were injured
most of them fell in and drowned in the mud filled shell holes which were deep enough to swallow up a
horse.
So today, there are still thousands of Welsh men lost never to be found, with only their names on the
Menin Gate in Ypres to remember them by. These men like all the Welsh soldiers who took part, should
never be forgotten, and that is why I feel so proud to have been involved, not only with the plaque for the
main Welsh Memorial, which represents all those of Welsh descent who took part in the First World War,
but also for these other seven slate memorials, to remember the men who took part and fought and died in
the Third Battle of Ypres 1917.
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St Davids Secondary School (1895-2017)
by Peter B S Davies

During the coming year the High Street in St Davids is going to be strangely quiet during the late afternoon. For
more than a century it has witnessed pupils making their way homeward from the school which today is known as
Ysgol Dewi Sant. But not this year; its pupils are being transferred to distant Haverfordwest, while major
rebuilding is carried out on the present site.
The school was one of half a dozen set up in the county as the result of an Act for Intermediate Education in Wales.
St Davids Intermediate School opened in Apr il 1895, in tempor ar y pr emises in the old Town Hall (now St
Michael’s R C Church) in New Street. By the end of the first term 34 pupils had been registered.
A site for a permanent building was obtained on the Haverfordwest road in open country just outside the city. Plans
were drawn up and the St Davids County School opened in September 1902. According to former headmaster D W
James the building had cost about £1,800, of which £500 had been raised by local subscription.
The original building comprised a central hall, flanked by two classrooms, with a laboratory to the rear (near the
Boys’ Entrance) as well as various stores and offices. In 1905 there were 50 on books (26 boys and 24 girls). They
included 4 Pupil Teachers and 7 Probationers (4 boys, 7 girls); one of the chief aims of these new schools was
training pupil teachers.
By 1906 there was already a need for further accommodation, especially a kitchen-laundry for girls and a workshop
for boys as well as a larger laboratory; each was intended to hold about 16 pupils. Tenders were put out and the
contract, valued at £937.16s.5d. was awarded to T Evans & D Edwards.
The new laboratory was built behind the Girls’ Entrance, while Kitchen and Workshop formed a separate building
to the rear. All, like the original school, were built using the purple Caerbwdi sandstone. In 1913 the Governors
decided to purchase a further area of over 0.6 acres to the rear of the school; this became the school football and
hockey pitch.
By October 1919 the school was judged to have space for 80 pupils; there were 78 pupils on the school register,
though there were seven vacant places in Form 2.
In the 1920s there was need for further classroom space; but financial resources were limited. The solution was a
wartime corrugated-iron hut which was erected on school land to the east of the main building. The workshop was
converted to a gymnasium, and a wooden shed provided a woodwork shop. Finally, shortly before the Second
World War, the County Council erected a modern toilet and shower block on the site. The war years, with the
influx of evacuees, saw the number of pupils rise to well above one hundred resulting in further overcrowding.
Post War Britain saw the introduction of Comprehensive Education. As a selective school, the St Davids County
Secondary School became St Davids Grammar School. Reorganisation of secondary education in the area in 1959
saw massive redevelopment on the site and the establishment of St Davids Comprehensive School. This involved
the provision of a new hall, laboratories, dining hall, classrooms and other facilities (incorporating most of the
original buildings) on the same site. Built for about 350 pupils, its purpose was to cater for all secondary pupils in
the area. Further additions, including new laboratories, in 1974 allowed the school to expand to around 500 pupils
who attend the school now known as Ysgol Dewi Sant.
For the most part it is the new, mainly steel-frame buildings which are being demolished, to be replaced, it is said,
by better and more up-to-date facilities.
Let us hope that twelve months will see the return of the pupils of YDS to the site which for 115 years has served
the young scholars of the city. They will be warmly welcomed by one and all; they are, after all, the future of St
Davids.

St Davids County
School from
Twr-Y-Felin tower
circa 1915.
New laboratory to left
of (Girls’) Entrance;
Kitchen (left) and
Workshop in separate
building in rear.
Remainder of main
block original
1902 building.
Photo Henry Evans
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Dick Venables begins his second ride

Dick Venables recently set out on his second cycle ride for charity, this time from St Davids to Stafford.
Here is seen here at Cross Square with the Dean of the Cathedral, Deputy Mayor, Cllr Mike Chant and
supporters who were going to ride with him. Dick is raising money for the Dalit Freedom Network for
girls at risk in India. You can help him do this via the DFN website www.dfn.org.uk/shelter, or by going
to www.virginmoneygiving.com/DickVenables. Please remember that any contribution you are able to
make will automatically be doubled by our match funding sponsors.

Remembering Richard Evans
Readers of St Davids City News will remember Richard Evans
riding on his moped around St Davids for very many years,
always with an L-plate attached!
Richard was committed to his community in St Davids. For over
30 years he was responsible, in a voluntary capacity, for
maintaining the Memorial Gardens on the Cross Square together,
for a while, with Brigadier Pim. He took the daily temperature
readings on the square also for many years with Councillor
Malcolm Gray. Later he started painting and maintaining the
many benches around the City, almost 28 of them, quite a project,
for numerous years. He was also a deeply committed member of
Tabernacle Church where he held various offices for a very long
period. He was an enthusiastic supporter of the Cathedral Festival
and rarely missed a concert. For very many years, together with
his wife, Cynthia, and Peter Davies, he organised the British
Legion collection in the city. He was well known for his expert
knowledge of the wildlife in and around St Davids, and was made
a life member of the Dragon Fly Society of Great Britain for his
identification of an extremely rare Dragon Fly on Dowrog.
Richard’s family is extremely grateful to St Davids City Council
for allowing them to place a bench in his memory in such
inspiring surroundings on Waun Fawr playing fields.
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Bishop Wyn Evans receives
Honorary Doctorate
Our former Dean and Bishop the Rt Revd J Wyn Evans has received an
Honorary Doctorate (Doctor of Divinity) from the University of Wales Trinity
Saint David. The honour has been made for his services to Trinity College
where he served as a lecturer and for his lifelong services to the Diocese of St
Davids. The award was presented at a special ceremony at the college by
Associate Pro-Vice Chancellor Gwilym Dyfri Jones. On receiving his honour
Wyn said that it was a great privilege, and he wished all students at the college
the very best wishes for the future.
Meanwhile back in St Davids the new Doctor of Divinity, together with
assistant Development Officer Mari James from the National Library of
Wales, has been very busy in his retirement in helping to sort out some much
needed restoration work at the cathedral library, and he has sent us this
special report.

St Davids Cathedral Library
The Cathedral Library is among the jewels in the crown of St Davids. Hidden up a mediaeval spiral
staircase off the North Quire Aisle, it is the only library of the six Cathedral’s of the Church in Wales to
survive on site. Since 1956 the library has been housed in the former Chapter House and Cathedral
Treasury which together form the second and third floor of a three storey building with St Thomas’
Chapel on the ground floor.
The fourteenth century library is of itself well worth a visit. The original fireplace on the west wall is
flanked by two thirteenth century light brackets. The east window, the triangular window in the gable, and
the side window with its pair of stone window seats are also of the fourteenth century.
The room itself has undergone many changes. It housed the cathedral grammar school in the mid
nineteenth century, after the floor between the Chapter House and the Treasury had been removed. In
1956 it became a library in memory of Bishop W T Havard.
The library contains about 6,000 books covering a wide variety of subjects including a useful local history
section. Many of the books date back to the 16th century and before, and were once the property of
Deans, especially James Allen (Dean 1878-1895), who left his books to the Cathedral, and Bishops such
as John Owen 1897-1926.
In addition there are collections of photographs relating to St Davids and the Peninsula and many
photographs of the Cathedral in the 19th and 20th centuries, as well as prints form an earlier period.
Being able to open the library regularly (at the moment the
library is generally open to the public on Mondays) depends
on assistance from volunteers. We would be very happy to
welcome small groups to visit the library. Please contact the
Deanery office should you wish to do so, or indeed to offer
your services as a volunteer. You may do so by emailing
info@stdaviscathedral.org.uk with Cathedral Library in the
subject line.
+ Wyn Evans, Acting Sub-Librarian.
The Friends of St Davids Cathedral have recently made
a grant of £25,000 to assist with the conservation of the
library.
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Dr Wyn Evans and Development Officer Mari
James working in the Library

Golden Wedding
Anniversary

Lions breakfast at Farmers Arms

The recent British Lions test matches against New
Zealand gripped the attention of rugby followers and
no more so than in St Davids where locals and visitors
were up with the lark to enjoy the feast of rugby. In
the Farmers Arms Kath James with the support of
owner Oli Blakiston, provided breakfasts for the
rugby followers with all proceeds being donated to
Prostate Cymru. St Davids has a great tradition of
supporting Prostate Cymru. Kath and husband Les, a
committee member of the Pembrokeshire Friends of
Prostate Cymru, have been superb supporters in
raising money and creating awareness of Prostate
Cancer which affects one in eight Welshmen. In the
photo Kath presents a cheque for £705 to Brian
Harries, Chairman and John Daniels, Secretary of the
Pembrokeshire Friends of Prostate Cymru.

Jim and Betty Lamb recently celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary. The Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price,
presented them with a bouquet of flower on behalf of
the City Council and the community to mark this
special occasion.

Please contact the Clerk if you know of any
couple that may be celebrating their
Golden Wedding Anniversary.

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk

01437 721 137

If giving is in your blood, please help!
A session will be held at the City Hall, High
Street, St Davids.
Date: Friday 20th Oct 2017
Time: 11.00 am - 1.30 pm & 3.00 pm - 6.30 pm
No appointments
necessary
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A letter from our County Councillor, David Lloyd
The move to Tasker Milward
I write this piece four days before the start of the new term. Yesterday I visited both Ysgol
Dewi Sant and Tasker Milward to see for myself what work had been undertaken in both
locations. At YDS I met with the Site Manager, Dai Tannahill, of W. B. Griffiths, the general
contractor. They are a local firm from Haverfordwest with a track record for delivering
schools for Pembrokeshire County Council on time and in budget having built the new
schools in Narberth, Letterston and Johnston. He said that the company were delighted to have
secured the contract and were confident that the project would proceed smoothly particularly
as they had the site to themselves. The project will incorporate state of the art mechanical and
electrical services linked to a computer based Building Management System. This will control space and hot water
heating systems with zone control, weather compensation and optimisation, ultra-efficient LED lighting systems,
thermal insulation and photo voltaic cells on the South and West facing roofs.
At the Milward building, a completely separate, self-contained structure on the Tasker Milward site, I met with
Dean Philpin, Business Manager and Rachel Thomas, Assistant Headteacher. Dean and Rachel have worked
tirelessly throughout the school holidays, starting early and finishing late, co-ordinating the refurbishment and reequipping of the building in time for the arrival of the students from YDS. The staff of removal company ‘Mr.
Shift It’ from Haverfordwest took on a job way beyond their normal experience to transfer numerous lorry loads of
furniture, books and equipment the 17 miles to Taskers at the height of the tourist season. W. B. Griffiths also had
the contract to do the refurbishing work at Taskers, which they did with commitment and thoroughness under the
supervision of Andrew Nicholas and his team from the County Council’s Construction Section. Lee McSparron
and his team from the IT Department installed a totally new state of the art IT infrastructure utilising for the first
time servers based in County Hall, offering significant financial savings. Finally mention must be made of the
contribution made by Cath Davies and Sioned Devonald of the C21st Schools Programme. Although their
responsibilities are strictly for overseeing projects both Cath and Sioned spent days in their jeans and t-shirts side
by side with the Mr. Shift It team moving furniture. My sincere thanks to all. The results of their unremitting
efforts has been the transformation of the Milward building into a place fit for our children. It is now truly a perfect
learning environment.
A Level and GCSE results
A Levels
Ysgol Dewi Sant achieved its best ever A Level results this year. 82% of students achieved A Level grades of A*
to C. Only Ysgol Y Preseli scored higher with a figure of 85% followed by Greenhill – 73%; STP and Ysgol Bro
Gwaun – 70%; Taskers – 69%; Pembroke -68%; Milford – 62%. It may appear odd in the circumstances, therefore,
that YDS will no longer run A Levels in the future. It must be noted, however, that the slate of A Levels that YDS
has traditionally run is far fewer than is acceptable in the modern age. Following a review Welsh Government has
recognised this and now requires a slate of 30 A Levels to be universally available to students across Wales.
Furthermore, to deliver the few A Levels that it has done in the past YDS has had to take money from Key Stage 4
in order to pay for them. This has necessarily reduced precious resources available to GCSE students where there
remains a need for improvement.
GCSE’s
As a result of the introduction of new exams in Wales this year involving English Language, English Literature,
Maths, Maths Numeracy and Science outcomes across Wales have dropped. It is thought that a shortage of time to
prepare students for the new exams, the lack of course materials and the lack of past papers put special pressures
on teachers to maintain outcome levels. Notwithstanding these rare and unusual circumstances outcomes in
Pembrokeshire declined less than the Wales average, a drop of 4.4% compared with a Wales drop of 6.6%. As a
result Pembrokeshire’s ranking position amongst the 22 Authorities in Wales has improved from 12 th last year to
10th.
Within Pembrokeshire two schools this year actually improved GCSE outcomes with YDS coming out on top with
an increase of 7.0 percentage points and STP with an increase of 2.2 percentage points. These too were Ysgol
Dewi Sant’s best ever GCSE results. In the circumstances these were highly commendable achievements.
The comparison L.2i figure for the County (5 GCSE’s A* to C including Maths and English) is as follows:
Ysgol Y Preseli – 78%; YDS – 69%; STP – 65%; Ysgol Bro Gwaun – 54%; Greenhill – 53%; Milford – 49%;
Taskers – 47%; Pembroke – 42%.

Citizens Advice Bureau

The Citizens Advice Bureau will be running a monthly outreach in St Davids Memorial Hall on the
first Tuesday of each month, from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. All welcome, no appointments necessary.
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Message from Cllr David Halse
Chair of the Temporary Governing Body
for the new school

New bench at Waun Fawr

The Temporary Governing
Body was very pleased to
have
appointed
David
Haynes as the Headteacher
of the new 3-16 VA School
earlier this summer.
The Temporary Governing
Body will be continuing
with a busy programme of
activity
and
decisionmaking this September as it works towards having
everything in place in good time for the start of the
new school year in September 2018.

Siop Y Bobol and the Porthclais Harbour have
presented a new bench to the City Council for Waun
Fawr. Seen in our picture are Nan George, Manager
of Siop Y Bobol and former Mayor, Cllr Frank John
and Chairman of Porthclais Harbour Authority.

Information will be circulated to schools and all
parents/carers once the autumn programme has been
agreed by the Temporary Governing Body in full
circulation with Mr Haynes, the Church in Wales and
Pembrokeshire County Council.

Condolences

New board members
elected at CLT AGM

The editors of St Davids City News
were saddened to hear of the death of
100 year old Mrs Terry Jawetz who
died recently, and whose 100th birthday
celebration we had reported on only a
year ago. On behalf of the City Council
and the whole community we extend
our sincere condolences to all her
family, friends and acquaintances.

At the CLT AGM on 6th September held at the City
Hall, the following board nominations were
confirmed, Len Cotton, Andy Dixon, Rhodri Lewis
QC, Tracey Lindsey, Andy Middleton, Graham
Perkins, Bill Preece, and John Warren.
In addition, the following were nominated as non
voting representatives of their local Councils: David
Lloyd (PCC), Ivor Thomas or Vicky Barker (Solva
CC), Emma Evans or Sian Williams (St Davids City
Council), Mark Carter (Brawdy CC).

St Davids Library
opening hours
Tuesday and Thursday 10am-5pm
(closed for lunch 1-2pm)
Saturday 10am-12pm

Further nominations from Llanrhian and Brawdy will
be included in due course. The first meeting of the
new CLT Board will be before the end of September
and will be open to the Public

Tel: 01437 721 170
E-Mail: stdavids@pembrokeshire.gov.uk

Solva Community Cinema
Solva Memorial Hall: 7.30 pm Tickets: Adults: £5.00; Under 18s: £3.50
Thursday 5 Oct: Cinema Paradiso (PG) - Cinema Paradiso offers a nostalgic look at films and
the effect they have on a young boy who grows up in and around the title village movie theatre
in this Italian comedy drama that is based on the life and times of screenwriter/director
Giuseppe Tornatore. (1988)
Thursday 2 Nov: Their Finest (12A) -The year is 1940, London. With the nation bowed down by
war, the British ministry turns to propaganda films to boost morale at home. Realizing their films
could use "a woman's touch," the ministry hires Catrin Cole (Gemma Arterton) as a scriptwriter
in charge of writing the female dialogue. Also starring Bill Nighy. (2017)

Thursday 7 Dec: Special film evening with food – look out for posters!
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Menevia WI News Round-up
Since February we have had a talk on the history of wheat and
bread-making from Rupert Dunn, we have ‘walked’ the Saints and
Stones Trail, with our guide Anne Eastham. We have ‘flown’ with
the Wales Air Ambulance, and have marvelled at how they can
rescue people so quickly, with their new helicopters, just 16
minutes from St Davids to Cardiff. Our thanks to Tony Keys who
kept us enthralled at what they do.
Paul Edey was cast away on a desert island in April, with his eight
records and lots of books to keep him company. Members were
asked what one possession they would save in an emergency –
besides their husband – there were lots of suggestions! Members
continue to water and maintain the troughs in the Cross Square.
Unfortunately our Summer Outing to Picton Castle had to be abandoned due to wet weather, but that was the only
casualty this year. We did manage to visit four gardens from Fishguard to Redberth, and the weather was kind to us,
with, of course the obligatory tea and cake. Our other outings have been to see the Royal Mint, where we watched
our money being coined and the new Lifeboat Station, where the Coxswain provided tea and we brought the cakes.
Members ran the refreshments at Treginnis Summer Fete once again. The cakes were just wonderful, and members
also keep the Memory Café supplied with cakes each month. Our Walking Group, along with husbands and dogs,
enjoyed many and varied walks this summer, the last one was from Solva to St Davids along the coast path, and
lunch at Oriel y Parc was very welcome at the end of the journey.
Craft work plays an important role in the WI. Many members
knitted squares which were made into covers for the bollards
around St Davids during Cathedral Festival week, they certainly
helped to brighten up the city. We had the chance to dress up in
kimonos courtesy of Jane Bayliss, who brought her amazing array
of all things Japanese to a meeting. Eight members enjoyed a
brilliant day painting a silk scarf and a picture, all with the help
and guidance of Denman tutor Mavis Tierney.
Dr Roger Schofield, a medic who goes on expeditions all over the
world, will be the speaker at our September meeting. Menevia WI
meets on the second Thursday of each month in the Memorial
Hall at 7.30 pm. Ladies do come along and join us. Our contact is
Secretary Julie Kirby 01437 729375.

Get your NHS flu jab!

Becoming ill with flu can lead to serious complications if you’re an older person, or if you have certain chronic
conditions. If you’re in one of these ‘at risk’ groups, the most effective way to protect you and your family is to
have a flu jab.
Eligible groups include:
All patients over the age of 65
Patients under 65 who are in one of the ‘at risk’ groups with conditions such as
asthma, COPD, diabetes, heart disease, pregnancy
Both St David’s and Solva Surgeries are running flu clinics from late-September before the viruses start to
circulate.
If you are eligible for an NHS flu jab please phone for an appointment – St David’s Surgery on 720303, Solva
Surgery on 721306.

WiFi on the High Street

Wifi has now been established on the High Street with the cooperation of the City Council,
Pembrokeshire County Council and the St Davids Peninsula Tourist Association. It is available
free to everybody!

The deadline for our next issue will be 12 noon Monday 6th November 2017!!
Compiled and edited by Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price
Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail articles to clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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