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New GP for St Davids Surgery
As our readers will be aware, Dr Margaret Ferguson
retired from St Davids Surgery in June 2017. The
Practice continues to be led by Dr Ingrid Kauschinger
with locum support.
In April 2018, a new GP Partner, Dr Stephen Riley, will
join Dr Kauschinger. Dr Riley has worked as a GP in
Nottingham for many years and is a very experienced
family doctor. The Surgery looks forward to welcoming
him to the Practice.
The Practice has expressed thanks to all its patients for
their understanding during what has been a difficult
period. They are looking forward to a more settled
future.
Assisting Carers in their work

A Carer is someone who cares for a friend or family member
who, due to illness, disability, a mental health problem or an
addiction, is unable to cope without their support. Being a
Carer is a valuable and important role, which is often
stressful, demanding and isolating. St Davids Surgery wants
to help Carers get the appropriate support, and to encourage
Carers to identify themselves to the Surgery and complete a
Carer Registration Form. Kim Phillips is Carer Lead and she
can give you further advice and information about a range of
support available locally to Carers.
Please call Kim on 01437 720303.

Maureen Owen winner
of Community Award
Maureen Owen was
the recipient of the
latest Community
Award. The award
was presented by
the Mayor, Cllr
Bethan Price at
the annual Civic
Reception before
Christmas. The
award was made
for the fantastic
amount of work
that she had
undertaken for the
community over
many years,
unstintingly
supporting so many
voluntary organisations, in particular the WRVS,
Mothers’ Union, Menevia WI, St Davids Ladies
Lifeboat Guild and the Royal British Legion to name
but a few.

New Bws Y Bobol arrives in St Davids
St Davids has a new Bws Y Bobol. The minibus
has been funded through the Welsh Government
Rural Communities - Rural Development
Programme 2014-2020, and the European
Agricultural Fund for Rural Development. The
project has also been supported by
Pembrokeshire County Council and Siop y Bobol
which has made a generous donation.

Pictured from left to right: Margaret Vickery, Chair of Pembrokeshire Voluntary
Transport who operate the bus, Bethan Price, Mayor of St Davids; Nan George, Siop y
Bobol; Terry Reynolds, Dial-a-Ride driver; and Paul Evans, Siop y Bobol

Bws Y Bobol is operated by Pembrokeshire
Voluntary Transport in the St Davids area,
providing dial-a-ride services across the St
Davids peninsula and transport for local
community groups.

For more information, contact Lynette on 07531
310056. It is available for use by local community and non-profit groups. The bus is fitted with a tail lift, and can
carry up to two wheelchair users or mobility scooters.
The bus has gone into regular use on dial-a-ride service, providing access to shops and local services for people who
find it difficult to access other bus services, because they live in rural areas, or have mobility difficulties. The project
was coordinated by Pembrokeshire Association of Community Transport Organisations (PACTO). For more
information please contact debbie@pacto.org.uk or call 01437 776550.

A letter from the Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price
I cannot believe that my year as Mayor of St Davids is nearly coming to
an end. Since the last newsletter, I have again been extremely busy. In
November I had the honour of representing St Davids at the Tate Britain
in London for the unveiling of the painting The Ferryman by William
Stott which will be coming to Oriel Y Parc in February.
The Christmas events in St Davids went well and I attended them all,
from switching on the lights to attending both the secondary and primary
schools Christmas services, and representing St Davids in carol services
in the south of the county. I would like to thank both secondary and
primary schools for their contributions towards the Christmas events in
St Davids. I look forward to the pupils of the secondary school returning
to the new school building in September.

As a City Council we have been extremely busy, and after many, many
years, I am pleased that the children of St Davids will have access to a
new skate park at the Waun Fawr playing field. Work is due to
commence as soon as the weather stays dry and I hope that will happen
before my term of office finishes.
You, the people of St Davids have given me so much support during my
year and as my way of thanking you all I am holding a Tea Dance in the
City Hall on Saturday 21st April from 4.00 pm to 7.00 pm which is also
the Queen’s birthday. Music will be provided by the St Davids City Jazz
Band. Entry is free and there will be a raffle. All proceeds will be donated to St Davids Mother and Toddler
Group. Once again I would like to thank you all for your support. Its an honour to be the Mayor of St
Davids and to represent you all, and I will continue to do so until I had over my chain of office in May.

Diolch yn fawr i chi gyd.
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The Venerable Dorrien
moves to pastures new
Former Canon Residentiary, now The Venerable Dorrien
Davies, has left St Davids after eight years at the Cathedral
to take up his new post as Archdeacon of Carmarthen, and
he and his family have moved to the new Vicarage at St
Clears, where, as well as being Archdeacon, Dorrien has
become the new Priest in Charge with responsibilities not
only for St Clears but also Langwynin and Llanddowror and
Llanfihangel Abercywyn.
Dorrien’s promotion was announced in the early autumn; he
was installed as Archdeacon shortly before Christmas and
took up his new responsibilities in St Clears in early
January. Meanwhile the new Bishop had put him in charge
at the cathedral pending the appointment of his successor as
Canon Residentiary, Canon Leigh Richardson.
Dorrien’s final departure from St Davids was marked by
presentations from the cathedral congregation represented by The Venerable Dorrien Davies seen at the cathedral
Vicar’s Warden, Paul Evans, following the Britten’s following his Installation as Archdeacon.
Ceremony of Carols service at the Cathedral and also with a
gift from the City Council which was presented by the Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price, on the night that she,
with his assistance, went round the city judging the Christmas windows competition.
There can be no doubt that Dorrien and his family, Rosie, Morgan and Lewis will be greatly missed. With
his ebullient and outgoing personality Dorrien has been extremely popular, and as vicar of the parish he
has shown a tremendous commitment to the community serving as chaplain to several mayors of the city,
as well as being involved with a large number of organisations in St Davids.
Most importantly he was tremendously involved in the battle to keep secondary education in St Davids,
and the opening of the new school will be a worthy tribute to his efforts and all those who campaigned so
vigorously to ensure that it happened.

The deadline for our next issue will be Monday 11th June 2018
** EISTEDDFOD TYDDEWI **
Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2018

St Davids Eisteddfod 2018

Thema “Ffermio”

Theme “Farming”

Dydd Mercher, Chwefror 28, 2018
Neuadd y Ddinas, Tyddewi
(Edrychwn ymlaen i’ch gweld chi i gyd)
Cofiwch gystadlu yn y cystadlaethau
gwaith cartref a llwyfan
Dewch i fwynhau’r hwyl !
Mae rhai copïau o Raglen yr Eisteddfod
ar gael o hyd gan y Cydlynydd:

Wednesday, February 28, 2018
City Hall, St Davids
(We look forward to seeing you all)
Remember to try the homework
and stage competitions.
Come and enjoy the fun !
Copies of The Eisteddfod Programme
are still available from the Co-ordinator:

Mrs Glenys James,
15 Maes yr Hedydd, Tyddewi / St Davids SA62 6QW
Tel: (01437) 720447
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British Legion Women’s Section Standard laid up
On Saturday November 11th last year a short service was held
in St Davids Cathedral to mark the laying up of The Royal
British Legion Standard of the Women's Section
St David's Branch.
The service was conducted by the clergy of the Cathedral led
by Canon Dorrien Davies with the Chaplain of the Branch
The Revd Peter Mason. The service was attended by a small
number of members of the Branch, and also a few members of
the public were present.
The small Branch had decided to cease for various reasons.
The committee members hope to stay together as a group and
continue to raise funds for other military charities and will
still organise the Poppy Appeal Coffee Morning every
November. If anyone is interested in joining the group with
the fund raising please get in touch with Clare Perkins.
Many thanks to the clergy of the
Cathedral for organising and
allowing the Standard to be laid up
alongside the Royal British Legion
Pembrokeshire County Branch
standard already present in
the North Transept.
Also pictured is Mrs Pat Thomas
receiving her Certificate of
Appreciation from Mrs Clare
Perkins at the Poppy Appeal
Coffee Morning to commemorate
her outstanding support and
service to the Branch over a
significant number of years .
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Former student of Ysgol Dewi Sant
is new Canon Residentiary
and Sub Dean of the Cathedral
Our new Canon Residentiary and Sub Dean of the Cathedral, Leigh
Richardson, is very much a man who is returning to his roots. The
fourth son of Larry and Rosalie Richardson, Leigh was educated at the
former St Davids Church in Wales School and Ysgol Dewi Sant, and
many of his formative years were rooted in the Cathedral where
together with his brothers, his sister and his father he was a member of
the Cathedral Choir.
He is also married to a former St Davids Cathedral chorister, Christa who is
the daughter of former Dean of the Cathedral the late Very Revd Bertie
Lewis, and Mrs Rayaan Lewis, so it is very much a question of a
homecoming for her too. Leigh has already taken up residence in St Davids,
following his installation at the cathedral on 12th February, and is living at
Brecon House in the Close, Christa plans to move after the end of the school
year, during which she still has teaching commitments in Carmarthen,
where Leigh has been Priest in Charge at St Peter’s Church, Christa was
also a member of the Cathedral Choir.
They both say that are immensely looking forward to settling in St Davids
again. Moving with them to St Davids will be their four daughters Ffion
Canon Leigh and Christa seen in a recent
Elin, Lowri Mai, Heledd Fflur and Megan Sara. A fully bilingual family, picture taken outside the Cathedral
Christa teaches Welsh professionally, and Leigh is a proficient speaker.
Following his ordination at the Cathedral in 1998, Leigh served as an assistant priest at St Peter’s Carmarthen and
also as Priest in Charge and later Vicar at Abergwili. One of the big decisions in his life was becoming a Chaplain to
the Army, initially as a reserve chaplain before completing a Professionally Qualified Officers’ course at Sandhurst
and then deploying firstly to Osnabruck in Germany and then to Basra in Iraq. He says that it was the defining period
in his ministry, his experiences at Basra both terrifying and at the same time fulfilling.
On his return to the Diocese, Leigh became Area Dean for Carmarthen, Rector of the new Rectorial Benefice of East
Carmarthen and finally returned to St Peter’s as Priest in Charge, with responsibilities again for Abergwili and Capel
y Groes.

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi - the name of the new school is confirmed
The new peninsula VA school is to be officially called
Ysgol yr Eglwys yng Nghymru Penrhryn Dewi - St
Davids Peninsula Church in Wales School, but is
expected to be know commonly as Ysgol Penrhyn
Dewi, with this itself almost certainly being shortened
to YPD.

now been lodged, and discussions will follow the
statutory time scales, with parents to be notified shortly.
Discussions also continue over staffing, the curriculum
and the best way of utilising the three sites which will be
used by the new school.
The chairman of the Temporary Governors, City
Councillor David Halse, has told St Davids City News
that he is very pleased with the tremendous commitment
of all staff and governors as preparations continue to
ensure the best possible outcome for our young people.

Working groups from the Shadow Governors are also
finalising other issues including designs for a new
school uniform and logo, and these, as went to press,
were due to be shortly circulated to the three existing
schools, parents and carers.

He is also confident that good progress is being
maintained with the building work on the old Ysgol
Dewi Sant site.

An agreement over the new school’s admission policy
has been decided and applications for 2018-19 have

Silver Wedding gift for Cancer Research
Angela and David John of 8 Maes Dewi wish to thank family and friends for the donations in lieu of gifts
on the occasion of their silver wedding recently. Thanks to the generosity of all, the sum of £484.20 was
raised towards Cancer research UK.
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Pembrokeshire Dawn Walk
2018 – We need your help!
After over a decade of raising money for Macmillan
Cancer Support in Pembrokeshire, The Pembrokeshire
Dawn Walk will return to Oriel Y Parc on the 13th of
May 2018. Since moving to St Davids in 2016 the
event has raised over £40,000 for local Macmillan
services. This year we are hoping to add to this
fantastic total with another successful event. To help
ensure that we can run the best event possible we are
looking for both volunteers and participants. We are
looking for people to help with fundraising, the event
base at Oriel Y Parc, marshalling on the day and
membership on the organising committee. If you are
interested in helping with this year’s event, or would
like more information on participation, please contact
Ben at info@pembrokeshiredawnwalk.org.uk or on
07973 680785.

ST DAVIDS AND DISTRICT
PLOUGHING SOCIETY

Sunday 25th February will see the 95th Annual
Ploughing Match at Carn Nwchwn with a full range of
ploughing and crop classes. Our Presidents will be Mr
and Mrs Robert Griffiths and we extend sincere thanks
to them for welcoming us to Carn Nwchwn for the first
time in our 95-year history. Our fundraising concert and
auction at Crug Glas at the end of January was a huge
success and we extend thanks to all for their support
and for the donation of auction lots. We continue to
plan our fundraising events (that will include a tractor
run and barn dance Saturday 14th July) towards the All
Wales Championships that we will be hosting at Crug
Glas on Saturday 22nd September. We look forward to
meeting other local organisations at the Awareness Day
on 28th April and why not pop along to Carn Nwchwn
to see the ploughmen demonstrating their skills on
Sunday 25th February!

Citizens Advice Bureau

The Citizens Advice Bureau will be running a monthly outreach in St Davids Memorial Hall on the
first Tuesday of each month, from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. All welcome, no appointments necessary.

BWS Y BOBOL - ST DAVIDS COMMUNITY BUS

Drivers and companions are required every
Monday and Thursday from 1.00 pm-5.00 pm
For further detail please contact Lynette Boorman
01437 729 346 or 07531 310 056
Financial support from the City Council is available for training
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Penknife Club celebrates successful year

New Year’s Day swim raises even more money for local charities

The Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price started this year’s swim in style, from which she raised £300 sponsorship and later presented a
cheque for this amount to the members of the Penknife Club.

2017 was another very successful fund-raising year for the Penknfe Club with money being raised in all kinds of
ways from The New Year’s Day Swim to sponsored walks and barbecues and bars to a walk to Ireland.
Altogether we raised £14,757 which was donated to several local causes including, £1000 to Porthmawr Surf Life
Saving Club Nippers, £2000 to Pembrokeshire Riding for the Disabled, £2400 to Treginnis Farm for City Children,
£1000 to Friends of Treginnis, £2500 to Pembrokeshire Friends of Prostrate Cancer Cymru, and £5000 for Baby
Theo. During the year there were also smaller amounts to the RNLI Crew Equipment Fund, Senior Citizens Lunch,
Father Christmas Sleigh and The Easter Egg Hunt.
This year we have more plans to continue our fund-raising activities, and we have already raised over £5000.
Another great initiative will be St Davids Got Talent featuring lots of local youngsters ready to show what they can
do on stage. It’s at the City Hall on Friday March 9th and its going to be judged by our Simon Cowell look alike,
Archdeacon Dorrien, our very own Sharon Osbourne, Mayor Bethan and our new Canon Residentiary Leigh
Richardson. It should be great entertainment, don’t miss it!
All of this would not be possible without the support of the people of St Davids and the surrounding area, Barclays
Bank and Lloyds Bank The members of the Penknife Club would like to say a real big thank you to everyone who
helped us, to help many others in the area.

Presentations to Shalom House

Fantastic effort from the Penknife Club raised £3,750 for Shalom House during their walk to Ireland, supported by Stena Line.
Also a special thanks to Barclay's Bank for their kind generosity as they part match funded the money raised. The Chairman
presented the cheque to Isobel Bowen and the Mayor also presented a cheque from the City Council for £200.
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Pride of place for St Davids books at Tate Gallery in London
Two of the recently published new books about
St Davids have found a home at London’s Tate
Gallery library. Copies of Jacki Sime’s St
Davids Peninsula - A Journey in Time and Ffion
Rees’s Ramsey Island and Beyond were
presented to the Director of Tate Britain Alex
Farquharson, during a recent visit to the gallery
by a group from St Davids, including the Mayor
of St Davids, Cllr Bethan Price, representatives
of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, and
The Friends of Oriel y Parc, Rod Williams and
Ian Panton.

Pictured with the Ferryman by William Stott are Tegryn Jones, Chief
Executive of Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, Gwyneth Hayward,
Chair of National Park, Councillor Bethan Price, Mayor of St Davids, Rod
Williams, Chair of Friends of Oriel Y Parc and Jenn Jones, National Park
Visitor Services Manager (North Pembrokeshire).

Also presented to Mr Farquaharshon was a copy
of Jackie Morris and Robert Macfarlane’s The
Lost Words which was consistently in the UK
best seller lists over the Christmas period. All of
the books were signed copies.

The group had been invited to London to attend
a private viewing of the works of William Stott,
1900), Photo: ©Tate. Purchased with funds provided by the which, will be on display at Oriel y Parc until
Heritage Lottery Fund, Art Fund (with a contribution from The
Wolfson Foundation) and The Hintze Family Charitable Foundation. September, before moving on to Southampton
and other venues in Britain.
During their visit the Friends also enquired whether there was any possibility of J M W Turner’s
watercolour painting St Davids Head to Porthsaillie Bay being exhibited in St Davids, and have been
subsequently delighted to learn that this work will now be included with the works by William Stott.
Turner painted this picture when he was 19 and on the occasion of his only visit to St Davids.
Le Passeur (The Ferryman), 1881, William Stott of Oldham (1857–

Mr Rod Williams has told the St Davids City News that the Friends of Oriel y Parc are looking forward to
maintaining these growing links between the St Davids and the Tate Gallery.

St Davids Music & Art Festival
Showcasing talent in Pembrokeshire
13th -15th July 2018

Following the success of last year’s event St Davids Music and arts festival is busy preparing for our next event in
July. We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who was involved including St Davids City council,
Oriel Y Parc, Care in the community, all our sponsors, contributors and volunteers.
The aim of the festival is to showcase talent and offer an opportunity for venues to host exhibitions, performances
and workshops, promote galleries with a Gallery Tour Map (inclusion free) and raise the cultural profile of our
beautiful city.
Anyone wishing to be involved either as a
venue, an artist, musician, running workshops,
busking/street theatre or anything else you’d
like to bring to the festival please contact
stdavidsfestival@hotmail.com or visit
St Davids Music and Arts Festival on
Facebook where you can leave a message. We
are hoping to bring some new events in 2018
and again will be producing a full colour A5
programme (with advertising space) which
will be distributed free around town.
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Golden Wedding Anniversary
Congratulations to Mrs Ann
and Mr Russ Evans of Nun
Street, St Davids who
celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary on
December 28th. They spent
their day with family and
friends. The Mayor of
St Davids, Cllr Bethan
Price,
is
seen
here
presenting Mr and Mrs
Evans with a bouquet of
flowers on behalf of
St Davids City Council.
Please contact the Clerk if you know of any couple that may be celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary.
clerk@stdavids.gov.uk

01437 721 137

Royal School of Church Music Awards
Two choristers from St Davids
Cathedral have been successful in
recent Royal School of Church
Music
examinations.
Carys
Reynolds (Head Chorister) and
Megan Rees (Deputy Head
Chorister) both completed the
highest achievement awarded to
choristers in examinations. This
success was recognised at a
service before Christmas, where
they were presented with medals
and certificates by the Venerable
Dorrien Davies, Archdeacon of
Carmarthen. The choristers were
prepared for the examination by
Simon Pearce, Assistant Director
of Music at St Davids Cathedral.
Pictured from L to R are the
Venerable Dorrien Davies, Carys
Reynolds, Megan Rees and Simon
Pearce.

Friends to hold a gathering
The Friends of Cathedral Music will be holding a gathering at the Cathedral on Sunday 4th March,
during the week of our St Davids tide celebrations. In addition to attending the Cathedral’s choral
services members will be able to attend an organ recital by organ scholar Rupert Jackson, whose year
in St Davids is sponsored by the Friends. The recital will commence at 3.00pm, is free and open to all.
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Taking part in the lighting ceremony were the Reverend
Wiliam Owen, Head Boy Oliver Jones, Head Girl Megan
Rees and the Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price.
Santa and his elves seen pictured below with the Mayor.

Pupils of Ysgol Bro Dewi performed their nativity play at
the annual senior citizens to the delight of all present.
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The overall winners of this years Festival of Christmas
Trees are seen here receiving the Prize from the
Mayor of St Davids, Cllr Bethan Price. The Mayor
attended assembly at Ysgol Bro Dewi and receiving the
Prize are Maddie Guy and Luke Mason.

Senior citizens enjoying their Christmas lunch at the City Hall.

The Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price
presented Canon Dorien Davies
with a city shield when he
assisted with the judging of the
Christmas lights.

The Judging of St Davids Christmas Lights was undertaken by the Mayor of St Davids,
Cllr Bethan Price and Canon Dorrien Davies. The winners were:
Residential
1st Eddie and Katie Bolger, Nun
Street
2nd Nick and Sharon Price,Heol
Dewi,
3rd Tony and Janette Pearce,
Pen Y Garn
Highly Commended Frank and
Carmel Bolger, Bryn Teg
Business
1st Bwthyn Y Bwyd
2nd Etcetera
3rd Fair Field..Care in the
Community
Highly Commended Pen Y Daith
Care In the Community
Seen in the photos receiving their prizes from the Mayor of St Davids are Capt James Wilcox and Mrs Mary
Wilcox of Bwthyn Y Bwyd and Mrs Katie Bolger and her sons Sean and Mikey.
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi 2018 - Rhaglen
St David’s Day Celebrations 2018
Monday 19th February
Launch of Window Decoration competition

Friday 23rd February
11.00 am onwards

Geo-caching Treasure Hunt

Cathedral

Saturday 24th February
11.00 am onwards

Geo-caching Treasure Hunt

Cathedral

7.30 pm

Twmpath gan Dawnswr Glan Cleddau

Neuadd y Dref

Sunday 25th February
10.30 am

St Davids Mini Rugby Challenge

Rugby Club

10.30 am

Bilingual Parish Eucharist

Cathedral

2.00 pm onwards

Geo-caching Treasure Hunt

Cathedral

2.30 pm

Gymanfa Ganu and tea in City Hall

Capel Seion

Monday 26th February
10.00 am - 4.00 pm

Historical Society Exhibition

Memorial Hall

Tuesday 27th February
Judging of Window Decoration competition
10.00 am - 4.00 pm Historical Society Exhibition

Memorial Hall

Wednesday 28th February
11.00 am onwards

Eisteddfod Gadeiriol
Theme - Farming

Neuadd y Dref

7.00 pm

Choral Eucharist

Cathedral
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi 1st March
8.15 am

Sending of message to Senedd in Cardiff

Cross Square

9.00 am - 4.00 pm St Davids Day Market

Cross Square

9.30 am

St Davids Ringers ring before schools service

Porth y Twr

10.00 am

Schools Service

Cathedral

10.00 am - 4.00 pm Croeso Cymraeg a Lluniaeth Ysgafn

Neuadd y Dref

10.00 am - 4.00pm Historical Society Exhibition

Memorial Hall

10.30 am

Foraging Walk

Oriel Y Parc

11.15 am

A Pilgrim’s walk from St Non’s Well to
Oriel Y Parc

11.45 am -11.55 am St Davids Ringers welcome Bishop

Porth y Twr

12.00 noon

Illumination of St David’s Day stone
Procession to Cross Square

Oriel y Parc

12.10 pm

Bishop’s Blessing of City and National Anthem
with Ysgol Dewi Sant Brass
Cross Square

12. 30 pm

Prayers at Shrine of St David

Cathedral

1.00 pm – 4.00pm

Peal Attempt by Visiting Band

Porth y Twr

2.00 pm

Announcement of Window Competition
winners

City Hall

6.00 pm

Choral Eucharist for St David’s Day

Cathedral

Friday 2nd March
10.00 am - 4.00pm

Historical Society Exhibition

Memorial Hall

10.00 am - 4.00 pm

Retreat Day

Ty’r Pererin

Saturday 3rd March
7.00 am for 8.30 am Ras Dewi Sant Coastal Path Marathon

City Hall

7.00 am for 9.00 am Ras Dewi Sant Coastal Path Half Marathon

City Hall

9.00 am - 4.00 pm

Market

Cross Square

10.00 am - 4.00pm

Historical Society Exhibition

Memorial Hall

11.00 am

Dragons Parade

Oriel y Parc

12.00 noon -1.00pm

Cawl Competition

City Hall

Sunday 4th March
12.30 pm

Vintage Motor Bike Ride

Oriel y Parc

3.00 pm

Organ Recital

Cathedral

6.00 pm

Stations of St David Service

Cathedral
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The Wizard of Oz at Ysgol Dewi Sant
Review by David Lloyd

For the past three years it has been the practice for the pupils of Ysgol Dewi Sant to produce and direct an annual school show
entirely by themselves. Starting after examinations in June each year meetings take place to choose the production and select the
producer, the director, the set designer, the backstage director, all other supporting roles and audition the cast for the
forthcoming year. This departure stems from the philosophy of the Headteacher, David Haynes, who believes that a challenge of
this kind offers pupils the opportunity to develop character and skills beyond that which they would experience in the classroom
or on the playing fields.
That would be all well and good in any ordinary year. But this has been no ordinary year. This year the school has been required
to move 17 miles away to a strange building at Taskers with all its attendant challenges making the likelihood of producing a
school show very remote indeed. But that would be to underestimate the remarkable resilience, talent and passion of YDS
pupils. The Headteacher did give them the choice of not staging a show but the pupils would not hear of it. The show had to go
on and it did and those who were fortunate enough to see it will tell you that it was a triumph!
Quite aptly the parable of the Wizard of Oz, set in the depression in America in the early 1900’s, is one of triumph of hope over
adversity. Dorothy, the principal, representing the nation, America, is looking for a better life and in her journey to find it comes
across characters representing different aspects of American life who are also looking for something that they poignantly lack.
Together they achieve their dreams after facing up to and overcoming the forces of evil on the way. Everybody in the show,
including the amazing orchestra, played their part in bringing this story vividly to life.
Dorothy (Cerian Churchill) exemplified solitariness and vulnerability while demonstrating gritty purpose and hope. The
Scarecrow (Isabel Howe) for all his uselessness convinced us that notwithstanding the fact that he had no brain he was more
than a match for anyone. And he/she was. Hers was a hugely accomplished comic performance. The Lion (Harry Payne) won
me in one second when he tried to demonstrate his macho character by measuring up with his fists for a fight, only to own up
immediately to not being brave at all. It was a sustained comic performance beautifully gauged between farce and truth. The
Wicked Witch of the West (Evie Young) brought to mind Alan Rickman in the film Robin Hood Prince of Thieves. In his
manic, over-the-top portrayal of the Sheriff of Nottingham he stole the film. Similarly, I cannot describe how crazily wonderful
the performance of the Wicked Witch was. I must admit, though, that I remain a little bit scared of her.
The Tin Man (Peter Richards), who had no heart, broke my heart. For an older pupil who was twice the size of most of the
other members of the cast he showed a degree of sensitivity and pathos in the role which revealed an acute understanding of the
character he played. He moved us all. The Good Witch (Megan Rees) held the stage with poise and grace. Her voice was
touching in its clarity and tone. Thank you, Good Witch, your performance was quite beautiful. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
(Tommy Reynolds) only appeared in profile and in the spoken word. But again, like the Tin Man, notwithstanding the fact that
he was significantly older and bigger than the rest of the cast, he too showed pathos and humility in the intuitive way he played
the role, which was the key to understanding the message of the story.
Finally, I must acknowledge the wonderful contribution of the Munchkins. They were beautifully choreographed by Louise
Haynes and appeared to enjoy every moment that they were on the stage. I will be looking out for each one of them in future
productions. This completed the triumph of the evening for me from a performing point of view.
Huge congratulations must also be paid to the backstage team without which the whole show could not have reached the heights
it did. Thank you, Jim Buck, teacher and Non Gallagher, parent, for your creative support in designing and constructing the set
under the direction of Megan Rees and Lauren El Attar. I must also pay tribute to the contributions of Alice Clapham, Costume
Design, Harry Payne, Promotion, Paddy Gallagher, Backstage Direction, Tommy Reynolds, Assistant Director, Oliver Jones,
Assistant Backstage Director, Morgan Davies, Lewis Davies, Courtney Jenkins and Tobias Nash, Backstage Assistants. I cannot
thank you all enough for the absolute delight that I had in watching, in the face of all the challenges you faced, your memorable
show.
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A personal
thank you from
Councillor David Lloyd
This year we say goodbye to
Archdeacon
Dorrien,
Rosie,
Morgan and Lewis. We will miss
you all, but you have new
challenges ahead which you will
meet with your characteristic style
and accomplishment for the
benefit of many other fortunate people. You have done
your work here for which we are profoundly grateful.
Promise to continue to visit us.
Dorrien played a crucial role as a Governor of Ysgol
Dewi Sant during some very dark and uncertain days
when the school looked as though it was certain to
close. There is no doubt in my mind that the
designation of the new school, Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi,
as a Voluntary Aided Church in Wales school played a
key part in the decision by Welsh Government to
accept Pembrokeshire County Council’s proposal to
create a 3-16 school on the peninsula, combining
Ysgol Dewi Sant, Ysgol Bro Dewi and Ysgol Solfach.
Dorrien gave that proposal conviction as only Dorrien
could. It carried the day. Gwaith da Dorrien a diolch
o’r galon.

Events at Oriel Y Parc
St Davids Room Exhibition
Maggie Tweed – Out of the Blue
1 February – 31 March
Artist in Residence Tower
Frans Beerens – Photography and Textile art
14 February – 7 March
Centre Display
"Pre-Columbian Cultures and the Sea"
From 23 February
Main Gallery
24 February – 2 September 2018
William Stott, Le Passeur(The Ferryman):
Reflections on a landscape
Gallery open daily 10am-4pm
Discovery Room Windows Exhibition
Wexford Crafts – ‘Coast to Coast’
10 February – 31st May

Barclays to close in St Davids
Barclays Bank branch in St Davids will close its doors
for the last time on Thursday 24th May, in the middle of
the summer tourist season. The Mayor of St Davids,
Cllr Bethan Price, has deplored the decision saying that
it will cause great inconvenience to many local users,
but a spokesperson for Barclays Bank has defended the
decision saying that, while it was a difficult one, the
declining use of the bank, down by 35% in the last
year, made closure ultimately inevitable. Lloyds Bank,
with its busy cash point, will now be the only bank
branch remaining open in St Davids.
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Historical Society

St Davids Library

Following our Christmas dinner at Crug Glas
where we enjoyed the company of the Friends of
Oriel y Parc, a trip down memory lane with Tom
Halliwell about his childhood days in the Close
and, of course, excellent food, we began our New
Year’s programme in January.
We opened the season with a talk from Simon
Hancock, of Haverfordwest Town Museum, on
Women in Pembrokeshire in the First World War.
The talk was very well illustrated with
photographs of local women and WW1 posters
and was fluently and empathetically presented.
Bishop Wyn Evans was due talk to us about The
Pre-Victorian Cathedral following our AGM on
12th February. Mr Marc Muller will talk to us in
March about Slavery in Pembrokeshire which
may hold some surprises for us all! In April, Mr
John Beynon, formerly of Penlan Farm, will give
us a talk about his family history with special
reference to Captain George Mathias.
Later, in May and June, we look forward to talks
from Ffion Rees, whose book about Ramsey
Island has recently been published, and from John
Evans of the Sunderland Trust in Pembroke Dock
who will talk to us about flying boats.
In March, we shall be holding our annual St
David’s Day exhibition in the Memorial Hall,
from February 26th until March 3rd. This year the
subject is St Davids Then and Now. You will be
fascinated! Come along and see us and see,
perhaps, how your street has changed!

opening hours
Tuesday and Thursday 10.00am-5.00pm
(closed for lunch 1.00 pm-2.00 pm)
Saturday 10.00 am-12 noon
Tel: 01437 721 170
E-Mail: stdavids@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
The volunteer session on Saturday mornings
continues to work well. Pembrokeshire
County Council is very grateful for the
volunteers commitment to St Davids Library.
Jill Wye, one of the volunteers has now
extended her duties to become a digital
volunteer at Fishguard library. If anyone is in
need of help with using computers or devices
they can book in for a session with Jill, every
other Wednesday from 2.00 pm– 4.00 pm.
St Davids Library offers a variety of fiction and
non-fiction, audio books, large print, Dvds,
computer and printing facilities,
photocopying facilities and free Wi-Fi.
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A Hall to be proud of - and to use
Over the past few years the City Council has invested substantially in upgrading facilities at the City Hall.
Improvements started some years ago with the installation of under floor heating, later the installation of an entirely
new kitchen, and more recently the construction of new toilets and a major rebuild of the Youth Drop in Centre at the
rear of the hall, together with redecoration and repainting throughout the building.
All this work has resulted in a City Hall complex of which the community can be very proud and St Davids City
Councillors are hopeful that individuals and organisations will respond by making more use of the facilities
available. Our pictures show the main City Hall, the Memorial Hall, the kitchen and the Drop in Centre.
The City Hall itself has a full sized stage which can be extended, together with recently installed modern lighting and
sound systems. The Memorial Hall is more suitable for smaller numbers and for committee meetings. Both can be
hired with or without the use of the very modern kitchen facilities.
The recently completed Drop in Centre behind the stage area is for the use of the Youth Group which meets on
Thursday evenings, but is also available at other times as a meeting place for other groups. There are tea and coffee
making facilities included.
The community hire rates as from 1st April 2018 are:City Hall
£7.00 per hour
City Hall with kitchen
£8.00 per hour
Memorial Hall
£4.00 per hour
Memorial Hall with kitchen £5.50 per hour
Drop in Centre
£4.00 per hour
All these rates are VAT inclusive
For more information and bookings please contact
Mrs Jacqui Phillips on 01437 720946,
email: jacphil49@hotmail.com

St Davids and District Day Centre

The Day Centre provides a lunch from 12 noon to 1.30 pm every Monday in the Memorial Hall. From 2.00 pm to
4.00 pm we have a social afternoon where we have speakers, bingo, quizzes and outings. Last year we went to
Picton Castle and to see the shire horses. We would welcome anybody who wishes to join us at the Memorial Hall,
you can contact Rebecca on 07890629014 and kay on 01437 720066.
Solva Community Cinema
2018 films (all start 7.30 pm but doors open at 7.00 pm for coffee/tea/sweets)
Thursday 1 Feb: Dunkirk (12A)
Thursday 1 March: Victoria & Abdul (PG)
Thursday 5 April 2018 Paddington 2 (PG) – TBC
at Solva Memorial Hall, 39 High Street, Upper Solva.
Tickets: Adults £5 / Under 18’s: £3.50
Doors open 7.00 pm and screenings start 7.30 pm Refreshments available. All welcome!
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Taxation problems for seventeenth century Mayors in St Davids
By Peter B S Davies

Among the records of the ‘Manor of the City and Suburbs of St Davids’ is a list of ‘Mayors’ dating back
to the 1660s. The first holder of the office was Henry Williams. What is known about the St Davids of his
day? Luckily a document survives which throws a light upon the scene.

The Hearth Tax of 1670
Today it is fears of a rise in Council Tax which concerns everyone. In 1670 it was the imposition of a Hearth
Tax which was the bone of contention. Following the Restoration, the Government had decided to raise Revenue by
imposing a charge on each property depending on the number of hearths (chimneys) it boasted.
This required a list to be drawn up of all residences in the land. In St Davids this provides what is probably the
earliest accurate record of the houses and residents of the city and parish. The individual buildings are usually not
identified, but the name of the occupant is recorded; in some cases where the occupant lived is known from other
sources.
In the ‘Town of St Davids’ (Cylch-y-dre) a total of 64 households were recorded; of these 34 were occupied by
‘paupers’ who were excused the duty. The largest having six chimneys was occupied by John Owen, clerk,
subchanter of the cathedral. Second largest was that of Thomas Hargest, vicar choral (4) and third that of Henry
Williams, communarius of the cathedral and six times mayor of St Davids (3 chimneys). All three probably lived in
houses in the Close. There were eleven houses with two chimneys and sixteen (excluding those of paupers) with
only one in the area.
Outside the town the largest house (with 4 chimneys) was in Cylch Gwaelod and was occupied by Thomas
Roberts. He was a vicar choral who is known to have lived in Treginnis Isaf. Two others, occupied by Griffith
William Griffith and Henry Perkin, had three chimneys. Of the 72 houses in the division 28 were excused payment.
In Cylch Bychan of the 46 houses only that of Thomas Cozens had three chimneys while 13 did hot pay the tax. In
Cylch Mawr William Bowen, Phillip James and John Anthony all occupied houses having three chimneys. In all it
contained 77 houses, 38 of which were free from taxation.
The earliest published description of St Davids is that of Browne Willis, dating from 1715. He had never visited
the place, but quotes from a late Elizabethan document; the author is unnamed, but is believed to have been Thomas
Tomkins (senior), vicar choral and organist of the cathedral, whose son Thomas Tomkins (the younger) became the
celebrated composer of Elizabethan church music. He describes the Bishop’s Palace and the houses of the Canons
and Vicars Choral, all in the Valley, as being mostly in good repair. The town outside the Close Wall had once been
larger and more prosperous as shown by the number of streets which retained their ancient names. High Street, with
the market cross was the most important; the others being St Nuns Street, New Street, Ship Street (now known as
Goat Street) and Pit Street which led into the Cathedral Precincts.

The John Speed Map

The Hearth Tax document does not
provide any information on the layout of
the town, However John Speed’s map of
Pembrokeshire (dated 1602) contains a
pictorial insert, showing the arrangement
of the houses around the town. The
Close and the modern street layout are
clearly recognisable and the plan depicts
fifteen or sixteen houses in both High St.
and Goat St, perhaps a dozen in the
Close and a handful in Nun St., New St.
and The Pebbles. In all over fifty houses
are shown in the plan, almost as many as
are recorded in 1670.
The Close is shown in some detail, with
the Close Wall complete and the four
Gates – Porth-y-Tŵr, Porth Boning,
Porth Gwyn and Porth Padrig - still
standing. Around 1600 the main
entrance to the Close from the north was
probably still (as in Medieval times) by
Feidr Dywyll, Pont-y-Penydd and
Boning’s Gate, rather than Nun St. and
Porth-y-Tŵr.
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Mayor visits Care in the Community at Christmas

Members of Care in the Community have been busy perfecting their knitting skills and just before Christmas were
joined by the Mayor, Cllr Bethan Price, who afterwards switched on the lights for their Christmas display, which
was a winner of the City Council window lights competition.

Creating the St Davids Pollinator Trail
Making St Davids a bee friendly City

Native, wild pollinators are responsible for 90% of crop pollination. The value of
insect pollination to UK agriculture is over £430 million each year and it would cost us
£1.8 billion each year if we had to do the job ourselves! 85% of the UK’s apple crop relies
on bees. Yet, due to loss of habitat and the overuse of pesticides, our pollinators are in severe massive
decline.
Thank goodness, there are now a number of many fantastic initiatives set up to educate people about the
importance of pollinators and what we can do to help protect them, including Welsh Government’s Bee
Friendly, Buglife’s Bee Lines and Heritage Lottery funded Pollination to name just a few!
The Bug Farm is the leading partner on a new and exciting project called the St Davids Pollinator Trail.
This is a two year project, funded by Welsh Government’s Tourism Product Innovation Fund and
Biodiversity Solutions which aims to get families out and about exploring the hidden lives of our
pollinators.
St Davids, although the smallest city in the UK, is a hive of activity. We welcome over 150,000 visitors
each year and the city is buzzing with forward thinking, sustainable and award-winning businesses as well
as spectacular natural habitats.
It seems only sensible that, in the first phase of the project, we plan to link many of these sites businesses
and habitats together, particularly those which are relevant way-points for visitors to the area, and not only
for visitors to the area, but more importantly, for pollinators. Working with Welsh artists, scientists and
communicators, the plan is for a 'station' to be created at the site of each project partner business, or area
of habitat to showcase the wonderful world of insect pollinators and the importance of wildflower habitat
in supporting them.
Phase two of the project will include pollinator friendly feasts, invertebrate training workshops, history of
farming exhibitions and much, much more!
As part of the project, we are applying for ‘Bee Friendly’ certification for St Davids. The new, reinvigorated
areas of pollinator habitat that are part of the trail will all help to fulfill the criteria. Similarly, if you are happy
to commit to not using pesticides in your garden, please email us to confirm this. The plan is for St Davids
to be Wales’ first Bee Friendly City! If anyone has any further areas they would like us to include
then please email us.
For more information please contact
Sarah Sharpe sarah.sharpe@thebugfarm.co.uk
The project has been funded via the Welsh Government’s Tourism Product Innovation
Fund which aims to encourage new innovative product ideas working in partnership which will have a
greater impact and attract more visitors
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News from Ysgol Bro Dewi
Farewells to Mari Jones and Dorrien Davies
Ysgol Bro Dewi said a sad farewell to two
very special people in January. Mrs Mari
Jones who was the Acting Head Teacher
has returned to Ysgol Glannau Gwaun to
become the new Head Teacher there. She
presented the school with this beautiful
new altar to be used in Collective
Worship. Mrs Sharon Osborne is the new
Acting Head Teacher and will be in post
until the opening of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi
in September 2018. Diolch Mrs Jones, we
all wish you well in your new role.
A very moving and special service was
also held for ‘our Canon Dorrien’ who has
has been a weekly visitor to Ysgol Bro
Dewi for many years. The children
presented him with a book of individual
tags containing their own personal and
special messages, a hamper and an apple
tree to plant at his new home. He
brightened up every Monday morning
with his humour, stories and special
words that our pupils will always
remember. Diolch Canon Dorrien!

News from Ysgol Dewi Sant
Rugby Trip for Year 7 Pupils
Two thirds of our Year 7 pupils recently enjoyed a memorable trip to Cardiff. They left early in the
morning, where at their hotel they bumped into Rhys Priestland, Jamie Roberts and Neil Jenkins, before
managing to negotiate the tight security and enter the Principality Stadium to watch Wales v Georgia.
Before taking the coach back to the Vale Hotel to see Warren and Shaun for a tactical discussion, they
stopped for food in VivaBrazil. The following morning, they tried to put Warren and Shaun’s advice into
practice as the boys played Clwb Rugby Caerdydd on a sunny morning at Pontcanna Fields. Thanks to
Nina Bishop Colvill, the Saints U.12 coach, her husband Tom and Rob Kimberley for accompanying us
on what was a wonderful trip.
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The Autumn Term was a busy term for the
1st St.Davids Rainbows and Brownies.
During the term the Brownies visited the
Lifeboat and Coastguard station and had
visits from Bethan the nurse and PC Rosie
Davies who talked to the girls about stranger
danger. All of these contributed to the girls
earning their home safety and First Aid
badges, a big Brownie thank you to everyone
who helped by visiting us or letting us visit
them. The Rainbows earned their All About
Me badges by making potato heads, playing
parachute games and taking part in many
other activities. After half term both
Rainbows and Brownies worked on the
Snowdog challenge, making puppets and
moulding snowdogs out of icing. The
biggest part of the badge was raising money
for Ty Hafan during which we raised £200
by filling Smarties tubes with 20 pence
pieces. The girls finished off the term with a Rainbows trip to Merlin’s Magic and Brownies trip to Hangar 5 as a
Christmas treat. If you are interested in volunteering with us, or want more information on Guiding in St Davids,
please contact Rhian on 07989431742.

Active term for 1st St Davids Scout Group
The Cub Scouts had an active term in the Autumn, and we are
grateful to all local volunteers who came to help the Cubs discover
more about their community. We finished the term with a trip to
the Cathedral ‘following the star’ as we explored the Christmas
story.
The Spring Term is action-packed, as the Cubs are hoping to put on
a production of The Jungle Book in City Hall on 23rd March. Cub
Scouts was inspired by Kipling’s story, and we hope to join with
other community groups to put on a performance to remember;
please do come along and support this if you can!
As well as their Entertainer badges, Cubs are working towards the
Animal Carer badge, following a trip to Pets at Home in
Haverfordwest at the beginning of February, and a visit to The Bug
Farm is also planned for after half term. Other activities have
included First Aid with help from the Fire Station, Shelter Building
and pioneering with Spaghetti and Marshmallows!
Plans are underway to reopen a Scout Troop here in St Davids,
which will be open to boys and girls between 10.5 - 14 years old. Max Findlay and Charlie Gary - Thomas building
Any Cub age (7 - 10.5) children will be most welcome to join in on their shelter.
a Friday evening. For more information, please contact Lizzie
Albery, Group Scout Leader; 07742778624 or elizabethalbery@gmail.com, or Geraint Michael, Cub Scout
Leader; 07974799087 or scoutingtyddewi@gmail.com. If you feel you have something to offer the Scout Group,
please do let us know; be it a skill or activity you could share with the children as a one off, help with fundraising,
or even helping at weekly meetings; after all, many hands make light work!
Thank you to everyone who supported the local Christmas Scout Post before Christmas. This is a vital point in the
fundraising for the Scout Group and helps keep the Scout Hall open to the Community.
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Lesotho group commitment to tour
The St Davids Lesotho Link Group is actively
supporting the Ysgol Dewi Sant hockey and rugby tour
to Lesotho and South Africa planned for next summer,
and funds raised at the group’s recent coffee morning
will be passed on to the tour organisers.
The coffee morning, the first of the New Year, was held
at the City Hall and opened by the Mayor of St Davids
Cllr Bethen Price, who expressed her pleasure in
supporting the group and the school. Welcoming the
mayor the chairman of the group Chris Taylor said that
the Mayor’s presence emphasised the importance of the
civic twinning between St Davids and Matsieng in
Lesotho.
Some of the students as well as member of staff
Caroline Blair who will be travelling to Lesotho were
also able to attend and explain to members of the public
something of the complexities of planning the tour
which will take place next July.
The committee thanks all those who so generously
supported this event, including all our volunteers.

In Memory of Mair
A large congregation attended the Christmas
service, Carolau Mair, at Seion on Sunday 17th
December 2017. A collection was made towards
Mainc Mair for Ysgol Glancleddau where Mair
had been a dedicated member of staff for many
years and towards the Care at Home Team. The
collection at the service was £629.06, plus
further donations of £120, a total of £749.06.
Sincere thanks for all your support and
donations.

Pictured are Ethan Griffiths, Caroline Blair, Ysgol Dewi
Sant Staff member, Cllr Bethan Price, Mayor of St Davids
and Christopher Taylor, Chairman of St Davids Matsieng,
Lesotho, Link Group.

New Daffodil Festival near Llandeloy
The Daisybus Gardens of Wellbeing will be opening on 1st March (and every weekend in March) for a St Davids
Day Daffodil Festival. Visitors will see around 50 varieties of narcissi and be able to order ones they like for
planting in autumn.
Gardener Sarah Wint says “The origin of daffodil as the common name for narcissi is unknown but surely a good
suggestion is that it comes from the Welsh Dafydd our own patron saint. St David’s Day at the beginning of March
is a wonderful way to embrace the joy of spring and I’m looking forward to sharing some unusual and beautiful
varieties of ‘Dafydd’s Dils’ in the garden.”
There will also be a poetry competition on the theme 'A Host of Golden Daffodils and Other Thoughts on Spring'.
Poems will be judged at the end of April by local poet Steve Thorp. The tearoom will be open throughout serving
teas, coffees and homemade cakes. Entrance is £2.50 Children Free. The gardens are to be found around half way
between Middle Mill and Llandeloy. Follow the daisy signs nearby or find Daisybus Gardens on google maps
SA62 6NA.
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St Davids Open
Gardens Weekend
Iolo Williams to be Patron!
Iolo Williams, wildlife TV presenter, best
known for his BBC and S4C nature shows,
working in both English and Welsh is
enthusiastic about the St Davids Open
Gardens Weekend and has agreed to be our
Patron. He supports the aim to encourage
wildlife into the gardens and open spaces of
St Davids, saying, “All these events look
fabulous and will help make St Davids a even
more pleasant place for wildlife and people … well done.”
The Open Gardens Weekend will be on Saturday 30th June and Sunday 1st July with
approximately 25 gardens in St Davids participating and proceeds going to the registered
charity Prostate Cymru.
Our gardens here are all very varied in size and content and if you have ever wondered what
is on the other side of a wall or hedge, or tucked behind someone else’s house, you will now
get the opportunity to find out…
We are keen to encourage our community to help create an awareness of environmental
issues and the importance of birds and insects in sustainable gardening and horticulture.
Even if you are not opening your gardens to the public we would love to see you all putting up
bird boxes, bird feeders and bug hotels. We hope you will support this idea as we are really
anxious to encourage you all to welcome birds and insects into your garden spaces.
Gardens are not just to sit in (we wish…), but they are spaces that we can use in different
ways: for art, photography, exercise, including Yoga and Pilates, so there will be courses
going on in a few gardens on Saturday and Sunday. At Penrhiw - part of the Retreats Group
- where they are working with the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park - you can join in on
guided walks around the gardens and and woodland.
Sarah Wint, who has the beautiful and developing Daisybus Gardens of Wellbeing at
Llandeloy will be giving an informal talk about gardening for health and there will be a joint
talk on Saturday evening from Terry Walton and Lynne Allbutt, both favourites from the
TV, Radio and writing world. Rugby legend Ed Butler will be carrying out book signing over
the weekend in the market in Cross Square
We expect some of you may have seen the Face Book page StDavidsGardening. If you use
FaceBook please like and then share this page and encourage others to share it too. The
website will also be viewable in a few weeks. This will give information about everything that
is going on over the Open Gardens Weekend as details are confirmed. There will be
photographs, descriptions and information about all the participating gardens including
indicating how accessible each one is and whether dogs are welcome for example.
Main sponsor: The Retreats Group, Sponsors: The Daisybus Gardens of Wellbeing and St Davids
Kitchen.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED FOR RVS

We are looking for new volunteers in the St David’s area to drive for country
cars. If anyone is interested they should ring Chris or Simon on 01646 699108.
A DBS check is required and mileage is paid @45p per mile.
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MERCHED Y WAWR - CANGEN BRO DDEWI

Cyfarfu nifer ohonom yn festri Seion nos Fercher 8ed Tachwedd gydag Eleanor Thomas yn llenwi swydd yr
ysgrifennydd. Wedi trafod testunau'r agenda croesawyd ein siaradwraig gwâdd Dilwen Hughes. Merch leol yw hi
gyda busnes coginio yn Nhreffynnon. Dangosodd inni dull rhwydd i greu 'brownies' siocled arbennig a'u haddurno'n
ddisglair ar gyfer y Nadolig. Diolch iddi am ei chyfraniad llon. Margaret Mills enillodd y raffl tra oeddem yn mwynhau'r
'brownies' hyfryd.
Aeth pedair ar ddeg aelod i Westy Priskilly Ddydd Sadwrn 17eg Tachwedd. Darparwyd gwledd o ginio Nadolig
arbennig o flasus ar ein cyfer mewn awyrgylch croesawgar a delfrydol. Cawsom pob gofal gan y teulu lleol sy'n
ei redeg mor drylwyr a diolch iddynt am eu caredigrwydd. Rydym yn gobeithio dychwelyd yno yn y Gwanwyn i gael
gwersi golff a rhagor o luniaeth.
Nos Fercher 29ain Tachwedd bu chwech aelod wrthi yn addurno Coeden Nadolig gyda dwsinau o sêr disglair o bob
math i gyfrannu at yr Wyl a gynhalwyd yn neuadd y ddinas bob blwyddyn.
Cawsom gyfarfod hyfryd nos Fercher 13eg Rhagfyr pan ddaeth Martin Roberts i sôn wrthym am fryngaer Castell
Henllys. Mae ganddo wybodaeth eang brwdfrydig am hanes cyfnod yr Oes Haearn a gwelsom hyn yn ei luniau o'r
teuluoedd fu'n ymweld â'r safle.Clywsom fanylion diddorol am fywyd pobol yr oes honno- eu gwisg,eu bwyd a sut
oeddynt yn adeiladu'r cytiau a'u hamddiffyn rhag ymosodwyr gormesol.Mae awydd arnom i ymweld â'r safle hwn
hefyd yn y Gwanwyn am fod Martin wedi cytuno ein tywys o'i amgylch er mwyn inni ddysgu rhagor am y bryngaer a'n
cyndeidiau a fu'n byw yno. Diolch iddo am ei amynedd a'i ddyfalwch am nad aoed y peiriant lluniau yn fodlon
gweithio'n iawn am yr ail waith.Serch hynny, nid oedd hyn yn amharu ar ei anerchiad difyr. Helen Silverstone oedd
enillydd raffl y mis hwn.
Noson i Nan,'Calon y Gangen', oedd thema'r cyfarfod Nos Fercher 10ed Ionawr.
Wedi trafod yr agenda byr cawsom gyfle i ddathlu penblwydd pwysig ein
hysgrifennydd.
Bu Nan George yn wythdeg oed yn ddiweddar ac anrhydedd mawr oedd trefnu
anrheg arbennig ar ei chyfer. Yr is-lywydd, Gwenno Thomas, a gafodd y syniad
hyfryd ac felly'r fraint o gyflwyno iddi englyn a gyfansoddwyd gan brifardd ifanc, wedi
ei argraffu ar ddarn o bren ffurf calon. Talodd deyrnged ddiffuant i Nan gan
bwysleisio'r doniau a'u disgrifwyd mor glir yn yr englyn megis ei bod yn hollol
ddibynadwy,cydwybodol a diymhongar. Ond yn bennaf ôll ei phrif nod yw ceisio
sicrhau hapusrwydd yr aelodau a thrwy ei ffyddlondeb ar hyd deugain o flynyddoedd
diflinedig, cadarnhau dyfodol llwyddiannus i Gangen Bro Ddewi. Hi, yn wir, yw 'Calon
y Gangen'.
Pleser mawr hefyd oedd mwynhau disied a chacen penblwydd blasus gyda'r aelodau
tra oeddem yn clebran a chymdeithasu. Diolch i bawb am unrhyw gyfraniad tuag at
lwyddiant y noson. Eleri Davies fu'n ffodus i ennill gwobr y raffl.

Compiled and edited by Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price
Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail articles to clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
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