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1. Introduction 

 

1.1 This Landscape position note has been undertaken on behalf of GRD Limited to inform a 

proposed residential development of land adjacent to Glasfryn Road to the east of St David’s, 

Pembrokeshire. 

 

 
Image EDP 1.1: Site location (marked with a red star). 

 

1.2 The site comprises two land parcels, straddling Glasfryn Road; Parcel A is the larger of the two 

and borders the residential street of Millard Park, whereas Parcel B is a narrower tranche of 

land bordering Maesdyfed. Both parcels are regular in shape and in pastoral use. The Site 

Layout Plans outlining proposals are included at Appendix EDP 1. 
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Image EDP 1.2: Approximate site boundary showing Parcel A and Parcel B. 

 

1.3 The boundaries of the site are as follows: 

 

• Glasfryn Lane is a bridleway adjacent to the northern boundary of Parcel B. The lane is 

enclosed by vegetation with hedge banks on both sides, although there are partial glimpsed 

and filtered views out of the site The western boundary of Parcel B comprises a defensible, 

broadleaf tree belt and residential properties of Maesdyfed, which are partially seen in 

Image EDP 1.3. 

 

• A mature broadleaf tree belt of the western site boundary (of Parcel B), separates the site 

from the Grove Hotel, as shown in Image EDP 1.4. 
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Image EDP 1.3: View of Parcel B with 

vegetated northern 

boundary (Glasfryn Lane) 

in the background of the 

view. 

Image EDP 1.4: View of Parcel B with tree 

belt on the western edge. 

 

 

• The eastern boundary of Parcel A is bordered by properties on Millard Park. The rears of 

existing properties face the site and a hedgerow provides some separation between the 

dormer properties and the site. This is shown in Image EDP 1.5. 

         

• The southern boundary is defined by hedgebanks and the A487, the latter forming the main 

vehicular route between St David’s and Solva. Oriel-y-Parc (an art gallery, café and visitor 

centre) is located on the opposite side of the A487 to Parcel B, adjacent to a newly built 

junction joining Glasfryn Road and A487. This is shown in Image EDP 1.6. 
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Image EDP 1.5: The tree belt on the northern 

boundary of Parcel A and 

existing properties on Millard 

Park alongside the eastern 

boundary. 

Image EDP 1.6: The hedgebanks and new road 

layout/junction on the 

southern boundary of the site. 

 

1.4 The proposal is for the development of the 58 no. bungalows, illustrated on the Site Layout Plan 

attached at Appendix EDP 1. The images below give some further indication of the style of 

houses proposed. 
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Image EDP 1.7: Example of design and character of GRD homes. 

 

Image EDP 1.8: Example of design and character of GRD homes. 
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1.5 The purpose of this appraisal is to: provide a statement of the current condition of the site in 

landscape character terms; identify its zone of visual influence (i.e. locations from which it can 

be seen); and, to determine the extent to which the landscape character and the visual amenity 

of people within the local landscape may be affected by the proposed development. This 

information will then inform the determination of the scheme by Pembrokeshire Coast National 

Park Authority. 

 

 

2. Landscape Character Baseline and Predicted Effects 

 

2.1 The prevailing character of the site is predominantly rural, although the immediate site context 

has an urbanising effect on the character of the site. Glasfryn road lies in between the two land 

parcels making up the site, and there are residential dwellings perceived on three sides of the 

site. The site is within the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Landscape Character Area 17, St 

David’s. 
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Image EDP 2.1: Extract of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Landscape Character    

Assessment showing Landscape Character Area 17: St. David’s  

 

2.2 LCA 17 St David’s is described as the urban area of St. David’s, with Medieval buildings and St. 

David’s Cathedral at its heart. The character area includes land to the west, with ‘an extension 

south westwards down the valley of the River Alun, Merry Vale, a long-established link from the 

city to the sea.’ 

 

2.3 Key landscape characteristics (Special Qualities) of the LCA area focus on built form and the 

Merry Vale Valley, include the following: 

 

“very strong sense of place and the nature and extent of the imposing cathedral building and 

the ecclesiastical ruins generates an awareness of the long established importance of this 
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settlement in Welsh history. The Medieval buildings and features within the cathedral close are 

the core defining characteristic; 

• St David’s and its environs has a historical landscape of outstanding value and is arguably 

of international significance for its importance within the Christian church. The city lies at 

the heart of the St. David’s Peninsula and Ramsey Island Landscape of Outstanding Historic 

Interest in Wales, regarded as being of continuing supreme cultural significance and 

importance in Wales as Dewisland; and 

 

• large Conservation Area (designated in 1977 and extended in 1995) covering the old city 

core and extending down into the valley to the west and north west of the centre, 

encompassing the cathedral and its close and the monastic ruins.” 

 

2.4 The site is outside of the St David’s Conservation Area, and the Merry Vale, and is located in the 

east of the settlement. There are relatively few detractors within the landscape in the vicinity of 

the site. The new road junction to the south of the site and overhead powerlines along Glasfryn 

Road are the main detracting features noted. 

 

2.5 Management guidance focuses on maintaining the integrity of the historical core, of which the 

proposals would not impact on its visual setting. Where developments are proposed, they should 

be in keeping with the character of the traditional built form. The management guidance also 

states that the settlement edges should be ‘rehabilitated’ to be more sympathetic to the 

surrounding landscape character of high quality. The guidance states that the settlement would 

benefit from an improved transition between the urban edge and the open countryside; this is 

with respect to landscape features and includes stone walls and hedgebanks, especially in areas 

of high visibility. 

 

2.6 The noteworthy landscape features of the site are generally limited to its boundaries – including 

the trees and hedgebanks which define its edges. As such, these features should be readily 

retained and protected as part of the development, and potentially be subject to better long-

term management as a result of the proposals coming forward. EDP understands that all trees 

and the majority of hedgebanks will be retained as part of the proposals, both for their 

biodiversity value and their visual interest. Some of the hedgebanks will be removed to facilitate 

new vehicular access points. 

 

2.7 Overall, subject to sensitive retention of the boundary trees and hedgebanks, EDP can see no 

reason to conclude that a well-designed residential scheme upon the site should be considered 

to have such an effect on the landscape character of the site or its context as to warrant refusal 

of the scheme. Although the site has a predominantly rural character, it lies between residential 

development to the east, west and south. In essence, development of this land constitutes an 

infill development within the current settlement boundary. 

 

 

3. Visual Amenity Baseline and Predicted Effects 
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3.1 As a result of a combination of the low-lying landform and existing tree and vegetation cover, the 

site has a limited primary zone of visual influence which extends across the site itself, the area 

locally around the site and two areas of distant, elevated land to the north east of the site. This 

area is indicated on Image EDP 3.1 below. 

 

 

Image EDP 3.1: Approximate primary zone of visual influence of the site (red star marks the site location) 

shown in yellow. 

 

3.2 There are publicly accessible viewpoints within the primary zone of visual influence identified in 

yellow above. Close range views are available for road users, neighbouring residents and 

recreational users of public rights of way. Long distance views are available from Carn Llidi and 

Carn Ffald to the north-east and recreational users of public rights of way. The proposals would 

be seen in elevated and panoramic views, which encompass far reaching views overlooking the 

peninsula and further off shore views to Ramsey Island and beyond. 

 

3.3 The identified receptors in the local landscape, which are likely to perceive the development of 

the site are assessed below. 

 

3.4 Road users on Glasfryn Road, the A487, Ffordd Caerfai and Anchor Drive would see the proposed 

development at close range, in open views. New bungalows, both front facing and side on would 

be seen on both sides of Glasfryn Road, set behind the retained hedgebanks. Entrances to each 

parcel would be seen in an uninterrupted view, adjoining Glasfryn Road, whereas only one 

entrance to Parcel A would be seen in a direct view, adjoining the A487. The proposals would be 
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seen at the top of Ffordd Caerfai and Anchor Drive, as road users approach the A48. Road users 

are considered to have low sensitivity to the proposed change and, given the moderate 

magnitude of change which the scheme represents, these receptors are considered to 

experience a moderate adverse visual effect as they pass in proximity to the site only. 

 

3.5 Tourists and visitors to Oriel-y-Parc, opposite the site, would see the proposals at close range 

and neighbouring developments to the east and west would also see the proposals from the rear 

windows and back gardens where vegetation doesn’t intervene in the view. Visitors to Oriel-y-

Parc would see the site at close range, with both glimpsed and open view available as vehicular 

users of the car park cross Ffordd Caerfai. Views from within the visitor centre to the west of 

Ffordd Caerfai are mostly screened by vegetation. Visitors to Oriel-y-Parc are highly sensitive, 

and they are considered to experience a minor adverse visual effect as they cross from the visitor 

centre to the parking area only. 

 

3.6 There are also glimpsed and partial views from the Bridleway on Glasfryn Lane, bordering Parcel 

B on its northern edge. In these views, the proposals would be perceived in gaps in vegetation, 

views would be oblique, as the path runs parallel to the site’s edge. Users of public rights of way 

are considered highly sensitive. The path is enclosed for the most part however, where glimpsed 

views would be available, visual effects would be considered moderate adverse at worst and of 

a permanent nature. 

 

3.7 Recreational users of public rights of way in the vicinity of Carn Llidi and Carn Ffald, to the north-

east of the site, would have open views of the proposals. Within this view, the proposed small 

scale development would blend into the existing built form around St. David’s. The proposals 

would not be immediately obvious as a new addition to the view, due to the distance. The amount 

of the view taken up by the proposals would be nominal, therefore the effect would be negligible.  

 

3.8 Residential receptors in the immediate vicinity of the site, such as those on Millard Park, Maes 

Elfed, Maesdyfed and the Waterings, would experience a change in view as a result of the 

proposals. There are direct view and close-range views available for residents bordering the site, 

and the proposals would have an urbanising effect on the view for these highly sensitive 

receptors. The visual effect is considered major/moderate adverse for neighbouring properties, 

as the built form proposed would replace the current view to a pastural field. 

 

3.9 Critically, there are no views of the site from the conservation area, and the proposals would not 

be seen in combination with St David’s Cathedral or the historic core of the small city. 

 

 

4. Conclusions 

 

4.1 Overall, this is a relatively small-scale proposal for residential development within the current 

settlement boundary of St David’s. The proposed bungalows would appear congruent with the 

surrounding landscape context due to its location amongst residential development to the east 

and west.   
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4.2 The site has a very limited primary zone of visual influence and there is no public access 

permitted at present. Users of the adjacent bridleway on Glasfryn Lane would be impacted by 

the proposals to an extent, with moderate adverse visual effects in oblique and sequential views 

when passing the site. Neighbouring residential receptors overlook the site at present and, as 

such, their residential and visual amenity would be impacted by the proposals somewhat. For 

properties on Millard Park, with rear facing gardens backing onto the site, there would be a very 

high magnitude of change and a major adverse level of effect as the perceived character of the 

site would change from rural to urban as a result of the proposed built form. The level of effect 

is considered less for residents on Maesdyfed as proposals would be seen in a view which is 

already influenced by properties of Millard Park, therefore the character of the view would not 

change materially. 

 

4.3 The construction of the scheme should ensure the protection and long-term retention of its best 

features – notably the trees and hedgebanks at the site’s boundary. Additional hedgerow and 

tree planting would further limit the landscape and visual effects of the scheme and integrate it 

into the surrounding context. 

 

4.4 Subject to the above, EDP considers that the scheme is acceptable in landscape and visual 

terms. 
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Appendix EDP 1 

Site Layout Plan 
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Appendix EDP 2 

Additional Photographs 
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Photo 1: View along Glasfryn Road with Parcel 

B on the left and Parcel A on the right. 

Photo 2: View from the A487 on approach to 

St David’s with the site on the right. 
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Photo 3: View of the entrance of Glasfryn 

Lane from Glasfryn Road. 

Photo 4: View from Glasfryn Lane and 

Bridleway with the site in the 

centre of the view. 
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Photo 5: View from Carn Llidi looking south-east towards the site. 


