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Skateboard park finally opened by Mayor after many hurdles!  

Mayor of St Davids Cllr Mike Chant recently opened the new skateboard park at Waun Fawr. This facility was pro-
vided by St Davids City Council in response to a long campaign over many years by young people in the City.  

St Davids remembers the fallen  

HM Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed, Sara Edwards, led the Remembrance Sunday commemorations on November 11th in 
St Davids, accompanied by the Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet Duncan Parry. Wreaths were also laid by the Mayor of St 
Davids, Cllr Mike Chant, Lt Col James King, Commanding Officer 14 Signals Regiment (EW) and representatives 
of other organisations.  Following the parade participants also took part in the annual Remembrance Service at the 
Cathedral. The service was taken by the Dean, The Very Revd Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, and the sermon was 
preached by former army padré Sub-Dean and Canon Residentiary Leigh Richardson. In the evening, the Mayor lit a 
beacon on Cross Square as part of the Battle’s Over, UK wide Nation's Tribute to those who died or were wounded 
in the Great War.                Photos by Tracey Foster  
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Hi Everyone,  
 
I hope you are all well. Having had a hectic though rather fun summer I was expect-
ing September and October to be a little less busy, but not so. Amongst other things I 
have been on my first rugby tour ever having been kindly invited by ‘King’ Gerald 
Miles to join the under 13’s St Davids youth tour to Naas in Ireland. I was especially 
honoured as this was also the 25th anniversary of the St Davids and Naas twinning. I 
could not wish to have been treated better by everyone involved and thoroughly en-
joyed the weekend. I also managed to meet up with some of the original twinning 
committee and a few of the new faces involved with a hope of establishing some new 
links between Naas and St Davids. I was fascinated to discover how many things we 
actually have in common dating right back to Norman times and although I was 
aware of the twinning itself, I didn’t know much about why Naas and St Davids were 
drawn together. It turns out there’s a great deal and I suspect the more you delve the 
more there is to discover.  
 
I for one would like to thank all those people over the 25 years who have worked so hard to maintain the link with 
Naas, especially St Davids rugby youth teams and all those dedicated coaches and organisers who have made it pos-
sible for our young players to have such great experiences. It was great to watch the game and also learn a bit about 
Ireland’s most popular sport Curling which is fast paced and not for the faint hearted. Our team quickly learned the 
basics of the game and a short match was held where some of the St Davids team clearly had a natural flare for the 
game.  
 
I also believe that there are many other avenues, cultural, historical, religious to name a few that could be embraced 
to bring the two communities closer together. I was also joined on the trip by former Mayor and Councillor Malcom 
Gray who made two commemorative plaques one of which I had the privilege of presenting to the town of Naas. He 
also gave me a tour of the town and pointed out many of the things that Naas does in our honour. And it was lovely 
to see the Welsh flag flying in front of the town hall. I will certainly be visiting Naas again, and with luck and a bit 
of effort with some fresh new links. 
 
We had our first meeting of the St Davids Music and arts Festival since the event back in July, and we can now con-
firm that next year’s event will take place over the weekend of July 12th- 14th. We are hoping next year’s event will 
be a step up from this year’s and details can be found on our facebook page and website. 
 
Christmas is nearly upon us and preparations are well under way for the up coming festive season with the Festival 
of Christmas trees, the Lighting ceremony and Santa’s Grotto, the Senior Citizens Christmas lunch, etc.  
 
As many of you will be aware, Boom Cymru spent much of the summer filming for a new ITV series St Davids, 
Britains smallest city the first episode of which aired on Thursday November 1st and will continue for six weeks into 
December. This will undoubtedly raise the profile of our beautiful city and there have been a number of references 
to Monty Python’s Flying Circus following the Parrot incident in the first episode. I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.  
 
Kindest regards to one and all,   
Mike 

A Christmas letter from the Mayor, Cllr Michael Chant  

Photograph by Ella Richardson  

St Davids City Council 

Cyngor Dinas Tyddewi 

 
SENIOR CITIZENS  

CHRISTMAS LUNCH 
Wednesday 12th December 2018 at 11.45am  

in the City Hall. Residents wishing to book a place at 

the lunch MUST obtain a ticket from Siop Y Bobol. 

Book now to avoid disappointment.  

Only senior citizens resident in St Davids may apply. 
 

Clerk to the Council, City Hall, High Street, 

Pembrokeshire, SA62 6SD  

tel. 01437 721137  clerk@stdavids.gov.uk     

St Davids City Council  

Cyngor Dinas Tyddewi 

 
COMMUNITY AWARD 2018 

The Council asks for your nominations for any 

member of the community whose work or 

service you feel is due for recognition. 
 

Forms are available from the Clerk and Siop y Bobol 

and need to be returned to the Clerk by 3pm on Mon-

day 3rd December 2018. 

Clerk to the Council, City Hall, High Street,              

St Davids, Pembrokeshire, SA62 6SD                           

tel. 01437 721137  clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

mailto:clerk@stdavids.co.uk
file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/stdavids/My%20Documents/City%20Council/Civic%20Year%20and%20Mayor/Christmas/Community%20Awards/Community%20Award%202010/clerk@stdavids.co.uk
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The Mayor of St Davids Cllr Mike Chant opened the long awaited skateboard park at Waun Fawr (see our front 
page picture). He is seen here congratulating Rowan Peterson, who restarted the campaign for the facility by organ-
ising a petition and raising some funds for the project.  

Mayor opens skateboard park at Waun Fawr  

After unforeseen delays AJD Landscaping stepped in, along with Mr Chris Dodd who came out of retirement to  
ensure that the project was completed in the autumn. Seen in the photo are Dafydd Price, Gary Thomas, Andrew 
Davies, Chris Dodd and Heidi Gray (Clerk to the Council).    
                           Pictures Cllr Bethan Price  

The Mayor was also presented with a donation from the Penknife Club for a bench in memory of Dougie James and 
is seen here in the picture with Andrew Chalmers and Gareth Brock George. 
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Minister unveils Wales’ first ‘Bee Friendly’ city 
 

 
The Minister for Environment, Hannah Blythyn AM, recently visited St Davids to officially recognise our 
achievement in becoming the first Caru Gwenyn/Bee Friendly city in Wales 
 
To commemorate the event the Minister, who was welcomed by the Mayor of St Davids, Cllr Mike Chant, cut a 
ribbon at Dr Sarah Beynon’s Bug Farm to officially open a bee house that will be situated in the centre of St Da-
vids. The Minister was accompanied by Dr Simon Bilsborough, Welsh Government Land, Nature and Forestry 
Division; County Councillor Cris Tomos, Cabinet Minister for Environment and  Welsh Language; James Parkin, 
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority; Anthony Rogers, Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership and Steve Sut-
cliffe, Biodiversity Solutions: with Julia Horton-Mansfield and John Mansfield representing St Davids City Open 
Gardens and hosts Sarah Sharpe and Dr Sarah Beynon from  the Bug Farm.  
 
The Mayor said that he was delighted with our Bee Friendly status and proud of how the community had come to-
gether to look after our world-class landscape and wildlife. Congratulating the city the Minister said “Pollinators 
are key to our ecosystems, it is vital that they are brought into the forefront of our day to day life and St Davids has 
done just that. This is a fantastic community achievement with local residents, local businesses and local authori-
ties coming together to reach a joint goal. Caru Gwenyn/Bee Friendly is believed to be the first co-ordinated na-
tional scheme of its kind and has at its heart: making Wales a pollinator-friendly country.” 
 
One of the main features of the new Bee Friendly status is the St Davids Pollinator Trail. The innovative project, 
pioneered by Dr Beynon’s Bug Farm and supported by Tourism Product Innovation Fund and Biodiversity Solu-
tions, includes two interactive trails linking 18 tourism sites across the St Davids Peninsula. “Each site will show-
case a different pollinator alongside their habitat” Sarah Sharpe, project coordinator, explains. “Aimed at families, 
the educational trail is completely free to do and links simple conservation with art, science and a sense of adven-
ture!” 
 
The scheme  encourages schools, businesses  and communities to help combat the decline of insect  pollinators by  
providing them with food and  habitat and reducing pesticide use. Acres of new wildflower meadows have been 
sown, pollinator friendly plants bloom outside businesses and gardens throughout the City and bilingual education 
boards educate visitors about the variety and importance of British pollinators.  

Seen at the unveiling are (from left to right) Cllr Mike Chant, Dr Simon Bilsborough, Dr Sarah Beynon, Hannah Blythyn  AM, 

Anthony Rogers, John Mansfield and Julia Horton-Mansfield, Cllr Cris Tomos, Steve Sutcliffe, James Parkiny and  Sarah 
Sharpe.  

Monday nights 7.00pm - 9.00pm at St David’s Sports Hall. 

Adults and Children aged 9 years and over. New members welcome! 

For more information visit our website at  

www.stdavidsbadmintonclub.co.uk or simply turn up on a club night. 

http://www.stdavidsbadmintonclub.co.uk
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City Council By Election 
 

Following the retirement of former councillor 
Malcolm Gray MBE, an election was held and 
the results were as follows:   
 

Alan York                      227 votes 
Laura Ward                     150 votes 

 ‘Father of the Council’ Cllr Malcom Gray 
stands down after 35 years service to  

City Council and community  

Cllr Malcom Gray MBE who was first elected to 
St Davids City Council in 1983 has decided it is 
time to stand down. He said he had enjoyed his 
many years on the Council and felt that it was now 
time to retire. Malcolm, who served as Mayor 
from 2000 - 2001, was always willing to get in-
volved with council activities such as the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting, driving Bws Y Bobol, looking 
after the Memorial Gardens where he was, and re-
mains, flag master and was always willing to help 
anyone in the community. Malcolm was Coxwain 
of St Davids Lifeboat for many years, taking part 
in several notable rescues. Malcolm will be great-
ly missed as a councillor but will no doubt contin-
ue  participating in many community events. The 
Mayor and City Councillors have expressed their 
thanks for all his contributions over the years.  

From the largest city to the smallest 
 

Alan York the newest 
councillor in Britain’s 
smallest city was at one 
time a councillor in 
Britain’s largest city 
after London, Birming-
ham, where he was also 
a cabinet member. So he 
feels that he takes on his 
new role in St Davids 
with plenty of experi-
ence of the workings of 
local government!  
 
A teacher and lecturer throughout his working life, 
Alan, together with his wife Pauline, spent four years 
teaching in Tanzania, trained teachers in Birmingham, 
and became assistant principle of a large Sixth Form 
and FE College in the Midlands. 
 
Alan, who hails from Warwickshire, and Pauline who 
grew up in the Neath Valley, retired to St Davids in 
2000, and have been much involved with the communi-
ty here ever since. Alan was at one time a member, and 
chairman in Pembrokeshire, of the Welsh National 
Committee of Cruise Bereavement Care. A member of 
the Religious Society of Friends for over 40 years, Alan 
is a leading light with the Quaker movement in St Da-
vids. He is also a fellow of the Royal Astronomical So-
ciety. 
 
Alan says that he is delighted to have been elected a 
member of St Davids City Council, thanks all those 
who voted for him, and says that he is looking forward 
to serving the community through the council. 

Irwyn Davies celebrates  
90th Birthday 
 

Mr Irwyn Davies of Bryn 
Teg, formerly of Castell 
Farm, celebrated his 90th 
birthday in July. He is seen 
here on his wedding day in 
the 1950’s. Best Wishes 
and Congratulations!  

St Davids City Golf Club Ladies’ Section 
 

Lady Captain Rita Howells organised a mixed competi-

tion starting at 9.00 am on Sunday 4th November in aid 

of Breast Cancer promising us a full breakfast at the 

City Inn afterwards! In spite of the early start, in the 

rain, 18 members played a competitive ‘Texas Scram-

ble’ over nine holes and were rewarded by delicious 

meal.  The total raised was £210 – a marvellous effort.  

New members of any standard would be most welcome 

to  join our club and please contact Rita on 720892 or 

Annie on 721625 for further details. 
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** EISTEDDFOD TYDDEWI ** 
 

Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2019                                        St Davids Eisteddfod 2019 
Thema “Hedfan”                                                                                        Theme “Flying” 
 

Dydd Iau, Chwefror 28, 2019                                                                             Thursday, February 28, 2019 
Neuadd y Ddinas, Tyddewi                                                                                             City Hall, St Davids 
(Edrychwn ymlaen i’ch gweld chi i gyd)                                                  (We look forward to seeing you all) 
Cofiwch gystadlu yn y cystadlaethau                                                     Remember to try the homework 
gwaith cartref a llwyfan                                                                                          and stage competitions. 
Dewch i fwynhau’r hwyl !                                                                                  Come and enjoy the fun !  
Mae copïau o Raglen yr Eisteddfod                                                     Copies of The Eisteddfod Programme 
ar gael gan y Cydlynydd:                                                                        are available from the Co-ordinator: 
 

Mrs Glenys James, 
15 Maes yr Hedydd, Tyddewi / St Davids SA62 6QW 

Tel: (01437) 720447 

 

St Davids City Council has expressed its 
thanks to Chris and Claire Lunt who have 
ended their tenancy at the Council’s 
beach café at Whitesands after 12 years. 
The couple who have worked tirelessly for 
both community and many visitors to the 
beach, said that they had found it to be a 
very rewarding and challenging experi-
ence.  
 

After having had careers in teaching and 
care management it was a welcome 
change to run their own business and 
shape it in the way they wanted. Although 
running a beach shop and cafe was ex-
tremely hard work in the summer season it 
was a pleasure dealing with people who were on holiday and in a happy frame of mind (mostly!).  
 
It was also a challenge employing around 26 staff in the summer period but the staff, who were mostly 
school or university students, proved to be the mainstay of the business. Without their hard work, com-
mitment and loyalty the cafe and shop would not have run as smoothly as it did.  
 
Many returned year after year and became part of the Whitesands Beach café family and it was a pleas-
ure to work with such a happy crew. It will certainly be one of the main things that they will be miss in 
the future. 
 
Chris and Claire will be succeeded by Richard and Charlotte Davies, who have been granted a new lease 
by St Davids City Council. They are looking forward to commencing their tenancy in December.  

Lunts say farewell to Whitesands Beach Café  

A coffee morning in aid of Eisteddfod Gadeiriol Gwyl Dewi 2019 was held in the Memorial 
Hall recently.  It was a successful morning with long discussions on the theme ‘Flying’ and 

many programmes were taken in anticipation of entering some of the competitions.  
The Eisteddfod Committee look forward to seeing you all at the Eisteddfod on Thursday 

28th February 2019. 

Seen in our picture are Chris & Claire Lunt, Toby & David Johnson and Sophie Williams.   
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County Councillor David Lloyd said that “Headteacher David Haynes has generously given an undertaking that lo-
cal community groups may use the atrium to hold special events, putting the school at the very centre of life on the 
St Davids Peninsula.  This makes it a true community school. It is a beautiful work which I anticipate will become 
one of the artistic treasures of Wales in years to come.” 

Local schools came together recently in support of a campaign to save the ad-
der. Working together at workshops at Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, pupils created 
an 8 metre giant adder lantern which was taken for procession on St Davids 
airfield, with extra lanterns to create a festival atmosphere.  
 
The students had worked with Dr Sam Langdon of Amphibian and Reptile groups 
of the UK which is campaigning to halt the decline of Britain’s only venomous 
snake. Visiting the project was Wales’ naturalist Iolo Williams, who had heard 
about the workshops and attended a special assembly in the school with pupils 
from Roch, Croesgoch and Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi to celebrate the pupils’ achieve-
ment in creating the adder lantern. He told them how the adder is a small gentle 
snake in desperate need of human acceptance and help.  
 

Iolo was invited by Headteacher, 
David Haynes to open the new 
Hurd-Wood/Williams Atrium by 
local artists Grahame Hurd-Wood and Rod Williams. The Murals 
were the culmination of an exciting project initiated by Rachael 
Thomas, Dr. Sam Langdon, Cilla Bramley, Grahame Hurd-Wood and 
Rod Williams, and project artist Emily Laurens. On the year 5 and 6 
transition day in July the “Adders are Amazing” project was a theme 
embedded in all of the activities. One of these was working with the 
local artists where the pupils were asked to use their imagination to 
create their own mural squares representing their interpretation of the 
iconic environmental features that characterise our landscape. Their 
work was then used to inspire the murals that Graheme Hurd-Wood 
designed with Rod Williams who skilfully embedded the outline of 
the cathedral into the paintings.  

 

Iolo told the pupils that the atrium would be a very special place in the heart of the Dewi Campus.    
In the evening the pupils took their giant adder and lantern to St Davids airfield to celebrate the project.  

Local schools support campaign to save the adder 

A Cathedral Event for all   

Follow the Star - Wednesday 26th December 2018  

Nativity treasure hunt for all the family. Travel around the Cathedral to re-tell the 
Christmas story. Angels, shepherds and wise men are hidden in secret places.  Read the 
map and follow the stars to find your way. Once you have all the clues you can light your own Christ-

mas peace candle and visit the crib.  Collect a reminder of the story for your own Christmas tree.    

Photo courtesy of Western Telegraph 
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St Davids Library  
opening hours 

Tuesday and Thursday  
10.00am -5.00pm   

(closed for lunch 1.00 pm-2.00 pm)  
Saturday 10.00 am-12 noon 

Former Chester Cathedral 
verger moves to top job here 
 

Former-Chester Cathedral verger Peter Lowe is to be 
the new Dean’s verger at St Davids and will lead the 
verger’s department at the Cathedral. He and his family 
will be moving to St Davids very shortly, and Peter 
hopes to be in harness before the end of the year. Peter 
is married to Kirsty and they have a family of three - 
Olivia who is 12, Verity 8 and Joseph who is about to 
celebrate his fourth birthday. They will live at the 
Archdeaconry in the Close.  
 
Peter who was born in Warrington has been actively 
involved in church life from a young age, and says that 
he has a passion for liturgy and church music. He also 
has a great interest in education and is currently vice 
chair of the governors of a VA school in Chester. His 
other interests include gardening and golf. As a verger 
he has experienced all of the full cycle of events in the 
church year including civic events, royal visits and 
working with the BBC and outside broadcasts.  
 
Peter says that he and his family are greatly looking 
forward to moving to St Davids and making their con-
tribution to the wor-
ship and community 
life of St Davids. The 
Dean of St Davids Dr 
Sarah Rowland Jones 
told St Davids City 
News that she had 
been delighted to an-
nounce Peter’s ap-
pointment and looked 
forward to welcoming 
him and his family to 
St Davids. 

The autumnal season of Menevia WI brought out 
the crafty side of our members and the photograph 
shows how the street window at WI House in 
Haverfordwest was decorated for October. Not on-
ly was it great fun making all the items but getting 
them just right in the window provided amusement 
to passers-by! The next challenge is the St Davids 
Christmas Tree competition. 
 
Our visit to St Davids Cathedral Library was an 
insight into the wonderful books kept and pre-
served for future generations. It is a fascinating 
room to visit in the Cathedral and we can recom-
mend a visit.   
 
Menevia WI are hosting the Dewisland Group Car-
ol Service at the Ebenezer Chapel on Sunday 2nd 
December at 2.00 pm followed by mince pies and it 
is open to all visitors who would like to join us.  
 
Our social side continues with our Christmas fes-
tivities and if any lady would like to join us for a 
taster evening they would be most welcome.  
Please contact our Secretary Sue Preece on 01437 
721108 and she will arrange for you to be met and 
introduced to our welcoming group. 
 

Menevia WI creates Halloween  
window for Haverfordwest   

Eglwysi Ynghyd A'r Cylch St Davids and District Churches Together 
 

On Tuesday 11 September, we held a successful and enjoyable Coffee Morning in The Memorial Hall. It 
was well attended by local people and visitors to St Davids. Our thanks go to all who helped and support-
ed us on the day.  
 

Our Bible Sunday service which was held in Capel Uchaf in Solva on Sunday 7 October which was also 
well attended. The Guest Speaker was the Revd Carys Butler of Laugharne Congegational Church who 
gave a very inspiring and challenging message based on Paul's advice in his second letter to Timothy 'to 
continue in what we have learned and have become convinced of' and to share that message to the peo-
ple around us. A video was shown of the work of the Bible Society and a short drama was performed by 
members of Capel Uchaf. Thank you to all those who took part in the service. 
 

Our business meetings are held on a quarterly basis in Seion Chapel Vestry on Thursday evenings at 
7.15pm. Anyone interested in joining us as a group of Christians working together in this area would be 
very welcome to attend. For more information please contact Heather Gifford on 01437 720801. 
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Defibrillator Training  
St Davids Fire and Rescue Service is offering Defibrillator Training to local groups or individuals free of 

charge. Please contact Les Owen, Watch Manger at l.owen@mawwfire.gov.uk for more information.  

St Davids Pharmacy were the run-
ners up in this year’s UK wide Phar-
macy Customer Care awards. 

They were first nominated for and won 
the award for their region which ex-
tends across South West Wales rough-
ly to the Gower eastwards and up to 
Cardigan northwards. The regional win-
ners were then shortlisted for a national 
award where 4 stores from nearly 800 
nationally were shortlisted and invited 
to an Awards Ceremony in Manchester.  

Tracey, Kate, and Mair  attended the 
ceremony and had a great evening.  

Pharmacist, Simon Morgan said, 
“although we didn't win the outright award we were pleased to be highly commended runners up. We 
would like to thank all our customers and patients for helping us to achieve this recognition.” 

St Davids Pharmacy runners for UK national award 

First Responders win Health and Care Award of The Year  

St Davids Fire Station First Responders are the winners of the Western Telegraph Health and Care Awards Para-
medic or First Responder of the Year category for 2018. The dedicated staff and volunteers of the St Davids Fire 
Station have all been described as the ‘absolute heroes’ of the city of St Davids thanks their outstanding efforts and 
bravery saving lives and dealing with serious injuries of residents and visitors. The crew consistently takes it upon 
itself to ensure they are the best trained and the best equipped station around and are always prepared and ready to 
be first on scene when accidents happen. The St Davids Fire Station First Responders are deserving winners of the 
Paramedic or First Responder of the year category.  

Photo by Tracey Foster  
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Commemoration by YPD students   
On Wednesday 7th November, around 80 pupils from Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi attended a day of workshops and a ser-
vice of commemoration at St Davids Cathedral. To mark the centenary of the end of the First World War, pupils 

participated in art and drama classes as well as discussing the themes of 
peace and reconciliation. All of the work that emerged from the work-
shops was presented in a beautiful service of commemoration led by 
Sub-Dean and Canon Residentiary, Canon Leigh Richardson, who 
talked about his own experiences in modern warfare theatre when he 
served as a padré to The Roy-
al Monmouthshire Royal En-
gineers. Music for the service 
directed by Simon Pearce was 
taught to the pupils in the af-
ternoon, which came from the 
Royal School of Church Mu-
sic’s publication for ‘Young 
Voices’, entitled ‘We will 
remember them’. Special 
thanks go to the cathedral’s 
education and music depart-
ments, in particular Janet In-
gram and Oliver Waterer, as 
well as Amy Waters, Cilla 
Bramley and Kieran Barclay 
from Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi. 

Nan and John George enjoying one 
of the new WW1 memorial benches  

On 11 November 2018, 100 years since 
the Armistice, bells rang out in unison 
from churches and cathedrals in villag-
es, towns and cities across the country.  
 
St Davids Cathedral Bellringers took part 
by ringing at 7.05 pm on Sunday 11 No-
vember. The local band conducted by Pe-
ter Hayward, tower captain, rang for 20 
minutes in memory of all those who lost 
their lives and to remember the many bell 
ringers who joined the war effort, and the 
many who lost their lives. It is believed 
that some 1400 bell ringers lost their lives 
in the Great War.  
 
By taking part in the Ringing Remembers 
campaign we have not only commemorat-
ed the 1400 ringers who died but have con-
tributed to recruiting 1400 new bell ringers 

throughout Britain and even further afield. We want to keep this traditional British art alive in memory of all the 
ringers who died – linking together past, present and future.  
 
If you would like to help us ring for Sunday services and for weddings and other events in the Cathedral, such as 
Remembrance Sunday and to celebrate the New Year, or if you have any questions, please get in touch with Peter 
Hayward (peterjaneh@hotmail.co.uk). The photograph shows some of our local band who rang at the Cathedral on 
Remembrance Sunday. From l-r they are Sarah Green, Melanie and Francis Northall, Peter and Jane Hayward, Julia 
Griffiths, Jane Wadkin and Suzanne Elliot (plus dogs Max and Paid); two members of the band who also rang are 
Graham Perkins and John McEvoy. 

St Davids Cathedral Bellringers participate in  
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Elspeth and Len 
Cotton recently 
celebrate their 
Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. The 
Mayor, Cllr Mi-
chael Chant pre-
sented them with 
a bouquet of 
flowers on behalf 
of the City 
Council.  
Congratulations! 

Golden Wedding Anniversary 
for Elspeth and Len 

Please contact the Clerk if you know of any  
couple that may be celebrating their  

Golden or Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  
 

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk      01437 721 137 

Diamond Wedding celebrations  

The Mayor, Cllr Mike Chant attended the 60th An-
niversary party at the Cross Hotel for Nan and John 
George, where he presented them with flowers on 
behalf of the City Council to celebrate this special 
occasion. The event was attended by a large num-
ber of family and friends.  

Christmas 60 years ago! 
 

Margaret and Rosanne Evans are seen with 
Father Christmas at their Christmas party.  

Congratulations to Larry and Ros 
Richardson of Lower Moor, who 
have just celebrated their Diamond 
Wedding. The couple were present-
ed with a bouquet of flowers by 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr Frank John on 
behalf of the City Council.    
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Pat and Roy receive                     
Red Cross Dunant Award 

   
 

Pat and Roy Thomas have been awarded the Red 
Cross Dunant Award for assistance that they ren-
dered to victims of the Grenfell fire. The couple 
were part of a Red Cross Emergency Response 
Team, working in the Grenfell Tower Community 
Assistance Centres helping people displaced by the 
fire to access services and support. In all they com-
pleted two tours of five days duty at the tower dur-
ing June and July of last year. 
 
Pat also assisted the NHS mental health team going 
around the surrounding tower blocks, knocking on 
doors to offer support to residents. Most of the people 
Pat spoke to told her it was the first offer of support 
that they had received. Members of the Red Cross 
teams are trained in psychological work enabling them 
to speak to people who have been through trauma. 
 
For Pat and Roy their passion for supporting people 
enabled them to make sure individuals got the help and 
support they needed. It also ensured that people felt 
cared for and listened to at the centres at a time when 
many were going through the darkest of times. 
 
The Dunant Award was first introduced in 2016 to ena-
ble recognition of the one-off achievements of individ-
uals or teams that have gone over and above the call of 
duty. The Red Cross, which has been responding to 
emergencies for nearly 150 years, was stretched to its 
limits in 2017, with terrorist attacks in Manchester and 
London, as well as the Grenvell disaster. Some 800 
volunteers from all over the UK were involved in some 
of the largest peacetime responses since the Second 
World War. 
 
*Since returning from London Pat and Roy have also 
been involved with Red Cross teams assisting Ceredi-
gion County Council Emergency Planning Department 
in flood recovery drop in centres in Lampeter, Newcas-
tle Emlyn, Llandysul and Llecchryd. 
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Bumper season for re-opened Perennial Garden 
The hottest summer for decades made it a bumper season for the 
newly re-opened Perennial Garden and Café, with cyclists, dog-
walkers, visitors and locals alike enjoying relaxing in the sunny 
colourful cafe or garden, whilst being served great coffee and su-
perb sandwiches, scones and cakes.  
 
We took over the Perennial back in August 2017 and spent the 
winter setting up the polytunnels to grow organic salads and flow-
ers, renovating and redecorating both indoors and out as well as 
bargain-hunting for pretty china suited to our mid-century theme. 
With astonishing speed we were able to start supplying local res-
taurants and shops with salads by November and have been in con-
tinuous production ever since. Many thanks to our loyal customers at The Meadow, St Davids Kitchens, 
Country Market and Veg Patch amongst others. 
 
The Cafe, Shop and Plant Nursery opened at Easter, the team lead by Pippa Allen in the Cafe and Gill 
Lewis in the Garden but ably and cheerfully supported by Bronwen John, Pippa Kirkpatrick, Heather Nix-
on, Janice Jenkins, Vicki Barker Ruth Kitchel, Cat Brookes and Emily Perkins in various roles.  The Shop 
sells Rhosgadw beef and lamb (all local, grass fed) and an array of local preserves and organic produce, as 
well as our own salads and stir-fry greens. A lovely link has been supplying Clare at St Davids Flowers 
with organic seasonal blooms and foliage for her brides and clients. The emphasis is on local, in what we 

sell, who we employ and who we promote, from the art on the walls to the craft 
workers who sell to us. 
  

As before the Nursery grows a wide variety of hardy perennial plants and herbs 
for sale, now all grown in organic peat-free composts and recycled pots and we 
accept your old black plastic pots to re-use. Many of the plants can be seen in the 
lovely sheltered garden, where tables and chairs are set out for tea in the garden if 
people want or just to sit and enjoy the scents and colours. We have begun a se-
ries of Craft Day-courses and a programme of Garden Club afternoons which will 
continue in 2019. 
 

As staff, we have loved over-hearing people say “This is great!”, and just seeing 
folk being happy with the atmosphere we have nurtured in this little corner of 
Pembrokeshire. We will be open selected days around Christmas and New Year, 
and then from late March 2019. 

 

website: perennialstdavids.co.uk. postcode : SA62 6DB E-mail: perennialgardensandcafe@gmail.com 

APPEAL FOR NEW MEMBERS 
 

The Royal British Legion is the UK's leading Armed Forces charity and through the network of 
branches and clubs all over the country and overseas, participates in social, fundraising and welfare 
activities. 
 

We provide financial, social and emotional care and support to all members of the British Armed Forces - past and 
present and their families.  
 
Founded in 1921, the Legion is not just about those who fought in the two World Wars of the last century, but also 
about those involved in the many conflicts since 1945 and those still fighting for the freedom we enjoy today.  
 
The St Davids Branch has been in existence since 1927. Regrettably the number of active members is much lower 
than we would like and we are in need of new members to ensure an effective committee can be maintained and that 
we can continue to organise and fully support the Remembrance Sunday Parade and Poppy Appeal.  
 
Men and women of all ages are welcome to join the Legion regardless of whether they have prior military service or 
not.  Please find more information about the Legion at www.britishlegion.org.uk and to find out more about your 
local branch please contact Mary-Anne Abley on 07580 589 842 or Andy Iceton 07967719185. 

http://www.britishlegion.org.uk
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Torth Y Tir fresh loaves now available 
 

A limited number of our sourdough, wood-fired loaves are available every Thursday from now until 
and including  December 6th. Resuming January 10th. 

 
Ingredients: Heritage wheat grown in Northumberland, spring water from 
Emlych Farm, St Davids and Guerande hand-harvested sea salt. Handmade 
entirely in a dough trough, slowly fermented and food-fired.  
 
Time honoured bread - to reserve your loaf please order by 12.00 noon on 
Wednesday for the Thursday bake, by emailing rupert@torthytir.co.uk or 
telephone 07955 387 614.   
 
Only 55 loaves available per week. You can collect the bread from 2.30 pm 
- 6.00 pm at the bakery or the next day from the TYF shop. 
 
We are also looking for a new treasurer to join our board of directors. If you might be interested to support 
our Community Benefit Society we would love to hear from you; we rely on a dedicated team to make our 
work possible. 

St Davids Surgery 
Flu Vaccinations 2018 

 

All GP Practices in the UK are receiving two types 
of flu vaccine this year – the type of flu vaccina-

tion you are given will depend on your age.   
 

Due to manufacturer delays, we have been subject 
to staggered and intermittent deliveries of the two 
vaccines this autumn.  However, we are pleased to 

announce that we now have both types of  
vaccine in stock. 

 
** If you qualify for an NHS flu jab and have-

n’t yet received it this year, please ring the Sur-
gery on 01437 720303 to make an appointment   

while stocks last,  
and before flu starts to circulate.   

We won’t have stock indefinitely! ** 
 

Receptionists will ask your date of birth when you 
book your flu vaccination appointment, to ensure 
you are booked in for the appropriate flu vaccine. 

 
Thank you for your co-operation. 

Thanks for your support! 
 

The team at St Davids Surgery would like to say a 
big thankyou to all who supported their Coffee 
Morning on 3rd October 2018 in aid of St Davids 
Fire & Rescue Co-Responders. A fantastic £338.70 
was raised for equipment for this very valued ser-
vice!  
 

Many thanks also to all who provided cakes for the 
Coffee Morning; to all who helped on the day, in-
cluding Co-Responders representatives, and to Ni-
cola Davies who made the wonderful cake, pic-
tured below, for the raffle. 

Coffee and Chat continues to prove popular 
 

Coffee and a Chat continues to prove popular at the Drop In 
Centre. The centre, at the back of the City Hall is open every 
Wednesday morning and all are very welcome to attend. Coffee 
and light refreshments are served from 10.00am to 12 noon, free 
of charge.   
 
Seen in the photo are members of the group preparing for their 
entry for the festival of trees competition.  
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Report from County Councillor David Lloyd 
 

Enhancing Pembrokeshire 

In March 2016 Pembrokeshire County Council resolved to introduce a Council Tax premium 
of 50% for properties classed as second homes from 1st April 2017 using powers under the 
Housing (Wales) Act 2014. 

The Welsh Government’s aim in the Act was to give discretion to local authorities to raise 
monies both to increase the supply of affordable housing and to enhance the sustainability of 
local communities. 

Half of the money raised by the premium in Pembrokeshire has been set aside for affordable housing and the other 
half for community sustainability. On the 1st April 2018 the Enhancing Pembrokeshire Grant was launched 
amounting to a sum of £902,500 in the year April 2018 to March 2019, to distribute the community element of this 
money. 

Eligible organisations which may apply for grants include Town and Community Councils, voluntary groups, regis-
tered charities, social enterprises and local branches of Third Sector organisations. 

25% of the sum in the current year (£226,500) has been reserved for projects with a strategic impact.  The other 
75% (£676,000) has been reserved for individual community-based projects apportioned according to how many 
designated second homes are in the area that the project will be delivered in. 

The year April 2018 to March 2019 for St Davids: Total Dwellings: 1048 Second Homes: 184 Allocation: £32,300 

It should be noted that communities are encouraged to consider collaborative projects. To date no application has 
been made from the St Davids area, although the City Council is in the process of preparing an application for im-
provements to facilities at the Waun Fawr playing field. Should there be no application in the first year the money 
will be rolled over, but for one year only. For further information please go to https://www.pembrokeshire.gov.uk/
grants. 

 A Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance at Caerfarchell  
 

Caerfarchell Chapel contains a war memorial to remember Albert William Prance who fell during 
the First World War in September 1918. There is also a memorial on a family grave in the chapel’s 
cemetery to Thomas Henry Evans who succumbed to his injuries during the month of June in that year. It 
was therefore decided to hold a memorial service in their honour in September.  
 
The service was well attended and a historical display interpreted by Gwenan and Wiliam Owen, told the story of 
the two men, both of whom had been members at the chapel.  
 
Thomas Henry Evans of Llanwngar in Whitchurch, emigrated to Australia at about 1909 and joined the Australian 
Imperial Army as a private soldier in February 1917. Following a year’s training in England he was posted to the 
Western Front in 1918. He was mortally wounded by a sniper bullet at the battle of Villers-Bretonneux on the 27th 
of April. He died aged 30 at the military hospital at Etretat seven weeks later. His grave may be found at Etretat.  
 
Albert William Prance of Penberi probably joined the Welsh Battalion at the end of 1915. He would have fought 
for two and a half years on the Western Front before being injured by a shell burst on the 3rd of September. He was 
fighting his way towards the village of Sailly-Saillisel at the time, and died four days later aged 21, in a field clear-
ing station nearby. His grave is at Varennes Military Cemetery.  
 
Research showed that the appeal to arms to Welsh speaking recruits during this period invoked the memory of an-
cient Welsh warriors such as Arthur, Llywelyn the Great and Owain Glyndwr. These were leaders who had fought 
for small countries such as Wales against the might of foreign foes. It was a fitting accident therefore that the me-
morial and thanksgiving service was held on Owain Glyndwr’s Day, Sunday 16th of September.  
 
A collection and donations was presented to Mr Terry Phillips for the British Red Cross, and members of the St 
Davids Good Neighbours group produced 12 knitted Trauma Teddies. These will be kept in our local emergency 
services vehicles to comfort children who may be caught in various emergencies. Light refreshments were served 
after the service by Anona Gray and Pearl Kaill. Eunice O’Hara served at the organ and the ushers were Malcolm 
Gray MBE and John George. We are grateful to all who contributed to the success of the event.  
 
Albert Prance’s memorial contains a fine couplet by the late Rev Mafonwy Davies, former minister of Capel 
Uchaf, Solva. It invokes the memory of Arthur at his departure to the isle of Avalon, “Aeth heb gledd mewn hedd 
yn iach O’r drin i fro dirionach”  
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A fascinating picture of the Cathedral Close three centuries ago is provided by a survey carried out by Jo-
seph Lord on behalf of Bishop Adam Ottley.   

Though   Speed’s 1610 Map 
of St Davids gives a clear 
outline of the street plan of 
the time, it he is not until 
1720 that Lord’s detailed 
plan of the Close was drawn. 
This shows the Close Wall 
and the four gates still stand-
ing. The present day ar-
rangement of roads and 
buildings with the two stone 
bridges over the river is 
clearly discernable. Accord-
ing to Menevia Sacra, the 
Bishop’s Palace was by then 
roofless, as were the Clois-
ters and the Chapel of St 
Mary’s College. 
“The Choir, Chancel & 
Body of the Church, are in 
good repair ……. The South 
& North Isles & several 
chapels about the church, 

were ruined during the late wars, the lead taken away by the soldiers, & the present revenues of the church 
not sufficient to repair them. The bells in number are five, one or two of them is cracked.” (It was these 
bells that Henry Goffe had caused to ring in celebration of the resumption of the weekly market in March 
1719.) 
 
Inside the south-west entrance to the Churchyard was a 
building occupied by the Free School. Land north of the 
Churchyard and east of the river was taken up by the Vic-
ars College. Only one of their houses was still standing, 
but the remains of the others are outlined, as are those of 
the Archdeacons of Cardigan (opposite the Canonry) and 
Carmarthen (in the Fishpond field). 
  
The state of houses of the Canons at the Restoration is 
given among answers to Bishop Watson by the Chapter in 
1691. The Precentor, Chancellor, Treasurer Archdeacon 
Brecon, Prebendary 0f of St Nicholas Pen y ffos, have 
houses, though not all in good repaire, nor their outhous-
es. The Archdeacons of St Davids, Cardigan & Carmar-
then have not yet   built their houses. The Prebe ndary of 
Llanddewi Aberarth has a ruined house; but I am told 
hath appropriated another house.” 
 
By 1720 the Chapter are able to report to Bishop Ottley; 
“All the houses & edifices belonging to the Canons & 
Archdeacons, which are now standing, are, as I am informed, & so do believe, in good & sufficient repair, 
excepting the Archdeacon of Brecknock’s stable, which is  now tiling.”   
 
Lord’s plan shows the detailed arrangement of the rooms in each of these Eighteenth Century houses. None 
still survive, having been replaced by, mainly Nineteenth Century, residences.     

The Cathedral Close in 1720            By Peter BS Davies 
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Citizens Advice Bureau 
The Citizens Advice Bureau will be running a monthly outreach in St Davids Memorial Hall on the first  

Tuesday of each month, from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. All welcome, no appointments necessary.  

Wyncliffe Childcare have two settings, the forest club in St Davids 
and their new full day care setting in Solva. We are linked very close-
ly to Ygsol Penrhyn Dewi. We provide childcare to the local commu-
nity.  
 
The forest club is based at Wyncliffe Cottage, it is run by Caz and 
Teresa, and we have our very own forest, which creates an amazing 
learning environment by using our best learning tool, the great out-
doors! We also run a holiday club most holidays and take the chil-
dren down to the beach regularly.  
 
Based in Solva is our brand new full day care setting. With lots of 
different  sessions available which includes full wrap around care for 
the working parents. We have a ‘free flow, outdoor approach’ which 
enables the children to learn through outdoor play at anytime. 
 
Please see our website for more de-
tails. 
 

www.wyncliffechildcare.co.uk 
 
Or email Teresa for more details on 
 
Info.wyncliffechildcare@gmail.com 

Wyncliffe Childcare gets off to a successful start  

http://Www.wyncliffechildcare.co.uk
mailto:Info.wyncliffechildcare@gmail.com


 

20 

Melanie Hayes has raised £235 for Shine Chairty, 
an organisation supporting spina bifida and hydro-
cephalus. Ms Hayes recently organised a harvest 
lunch at St Davids Memorial Hall to raise funds for 
the charity. Melanie would like to say a big thank 
you to everyone that made this possible and for the 
generosity and support on the day.  

Harvest Lunch Fundraiser 

MERCHED Y WAWR - CANGEN BRO DDEWI 
Ar ddechrau mis Medi aeth dwy aelod i Brifysgol Llanbed i ymuno â 
nifer fawr o ganghennau eraill i fwynhau penwythnos preswyl y mudi-
ad. Cafwyd amser hyfryd gyda llety cysurus,lluniaeth 

blasus,adloniant bywiog a siaradwyr gwâdd arbennig megis Catrin Ste-
vens,Caryl Lewis a Gary Owen. Uchafbwynt y penwythnos oedd ymweliad â 
chartref y Per Ganiedydd,William Williams,Pantycelyn yn enwedig pan yn canu 
un o'i emynau yn ei eglwys a yrrodd iâs drwy gefnau'r merched a deigryn i'w 
llygaid. 
 

Cynhalwyd cyfarfod cynta'r flwyddyn newydd ar Nos Fercher 12fed Medi yn 
Festri Seion gyda Gwenno Thomas yn llywyddi am y tro cyntaf. Wedi canu an-
them y mudiad safodd pawb yn barchus am funud o dawelwch mewn teyrnged i 
Elaine Price, aelod ffyddlon a gweithgar fu farw yn ystod yr haf. Wedyn croe-
sawyd y siaradwraig gwâdd Mair Davies o Drefdraeth i sôn am ei chasgliad 
eang o 'gwdihws'. Mae ganddi gannoedd ohonynt o bob mathau ac fe gawsom 
storiau doniol am y rhai arbennig a sut ddechreuodd hi eu casglu pan yn 
athrawes. Diolch iddi hi a'i chyfaill am eu hymdrech i ddod atom i'n difyrru. 
 

Ymunodd pymtheg aelod o'r gangen â changhennau eraill o'r rhanbarth i gyfar-
fod gogledd y sir yn llety Llwyngwair ar y pumed o Hydref. Cawsom adroddiad 
bywiog am weithgareddau'r flwyddyn gan Ann Howells, Llywydd newydd y rhan-
barth. Yr ydym yn ymfalchio bod merch o'r sir - Jill Lewis, wedi cael ei dewis yn Is-lywydd y mudiad 
cenedlaethol. Dymunwn pob llwyddiant a chefnogaeth iddi yn ei swydd beichus. 
Nos Fercher 10fed Hydref daeth Malcolm Gray i siarad â ni. Gwariodd ei yrfa ar y môr gan gynnwys lly-
wio'r bâd achub am bymtheg mlynedd a gyrru teithiau o gwmpas Ynys Dewi. Hyn oedd pwnc ei anerchiad 
a chawsom lluniau a hanes yr adar, yr anifeiliaid a'r golygfeydd bendigedig sydd i'w gweld yno. Diolch o 
galon iddo am rannu ei wybodaeth eang â ni. 

Thank you to everyone who braved the blustery 
conditions to enjoy Afternoon Tea at Crug Glas in 
October.  Thank you also for your generosity - Just 
over £1100 was raised from ticket sales and the 
raffle. Thanks also to Bella and all her support staff 
and models for a great Window on Wales Fashion 
Show, and to Nigel at Reinvention for the Prize 
Draw Hair and Beauty Makeover. Thank you to 
Eliza Bradbury, the young harpist, who played so 
beautifully. Also thanks to our Raffle Prize donors 
- Tyr Y Felin Hotel, St Davids Flowers, New Gal-
lery St Davids, and Seaforth Designs. Finally 
thanks to our hosts at Grug Glas - a quite delicious 
tea much appreciated by everyone. 
 

Shalom House Charity 
Christmas Cards are 
available now from 
Shalom House and 
Mathias Hardware  in 
St Davids and from the 
Shalom Shop in Fish-
guard.  We are open 
Monday to Friday 9.00 
am - 4.30 pm so do 
call in to get yours! 
Wishing you all a very 

merry festive season – 

from us all at Shalom 

House.  

Afternoon Tea for 
 Shalom House  
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Solva Community Cinema  
 

Thu 29 November: A Good Year (12A) 
Thu 3 January: Mamma Mia Here we go again! (PG) 

Thu 7 February Film Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool (15)  
  

at Solva Memorial Hall, 39 High Street, Upper Solva. 
Tickets: Adults £5 / Under 18’s: £3.50  

Doors open 7.00 pm and screenings start 7.30 pm  
Refreshments available. All welcome! 

 
For more info please check out www.solvanews.co.uk/category/events or e-mail 

solvacinema@gmail.com  

Daf Price, owner of Pem-
brokeshire Lawn Care based 
in St Davids has been skating 
since he was 13 year’s old, 
regularly using the skate park 
in Solva and Haverfordwest 
as he grew up. Whilst at 
Swansea University, at the 
age of 22, he discovered 
Mountainboarding which 
quickly became his foremost 
passion, and he has since 
travelled throughout the UK 
and Europe, competing in 
freestyle and racing competi-
tions. 
In the summer he drove 
across Europe to Slovenia to 
compete in the 2018 World 
Championships, achieving 
31st in the world and gaining 
a pro ranking; followed by 6th 
place at the Rhythm X Cham-
pionships in Manchester in 
October. Well done Daf!  

Skating success for Daf  Donation to Treginnis  
from Ploughing Society  

On behalf of the St Davids & District Ploughing 
Society, Alun Hughes recently presented a dona-
tion to Dan Jones of Farms for City Children, Low-
er Treginnis. It was in appreciation of the very suc-
cessful tractor run down to the most westerly point 
in Wales in July. The tractor run was in aid of the 
All Wales Ploughing Match held at Crug Glas, in 
September.  There were 115 tractors and 4x4s on 
the picturesque St Davids Peninsula route organ-
ised by Alun Hughes. 

Pembrokeshire Vintage & Classic Motorcycle Club  
present cheque to Care in the Community 
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Twenty five years of twinning between St Davids and Naas was celebrated in style when St Davids Junior rugby 
players travelled out to the Emerald Isle a few weeks ago. One of the highlights was the GM match between St Da-
vids and their Naas counterparts at Naas Rugby Club, Naas winning the first game and the Saints the second. Organ-
iser and leading light in the twinning Gerald Miles said afterwards that it had been a fantastically successful tour, 
and he paid tribute to all those - players, parents and supporters who over the years had kept the spirit of the twin-
ning alive. He said that he was particularly delighted that this year’s tour had been supported by the Mayor, Cllr 
Mike Chant and also former Mayor and Councillor Malcolm Gray, who had been one of the original organisers of  
the twinning. Gerald said he had always been grateful to the City Council for their support over many years. The 
Juniors were delighted to be supported by Wales rugby legend and St Davids resident Gerald Davies who came to 
see them off on their tour. Gerald said “ This being the 25th year it was extra special for me as we were three genera-
tions on the tour Riko Miles, my grandson one of the team and his father, my son Carwyn Miles; you could say it 
was a Triple Crown Tour.” 
 
The St Davids players also had a chance to take part in a hurling competition at the club and are seen here with some 
of the local experts who took part in the game. ‘King’ Gerald Miles is seen here in his crown and robes.  
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St Davids RFC Under 16s Team plus 3 girls had the opportunity to achieve their Level 1 Refereeing Course on 2nd 
November 2018. It was held at the Rugby Club and Sean Brickell, WRU Community Match Officials Development 
Lead attended to deliver the course.  
 
The whole course included a pre-course online Rugby Law exam, and the day involved practical rugby reffing ses-
sions, working through various scenarios of different age groups of the game and active refereeing outside on a 
bright, sunny, yet cold day. 
 
The WRU instructor was delighted to visit St Davids RFC, and the day helped broaden our young players’ rugby 
horizons. He was impressed with the knowledge and attitude of our Under 16s, and hopes to see them in the future 
continuing within the world of rugby both participating and reffing. A good day was had by all. 

Refereeing Course for Under 16s  

During their visit to Ireland the juniors also made a visit to the home of 
Gaelic Football, Croke Park where they had a chance to handle some 
replica trophies.  

To mark his own remarkable dedication to the link over so many years 
Gerald was crowned ‘King’ Gerald by Coach to U13’s Nina Colville 
before they left, and he is seen here in his robes driving a buggy at the 
Botanic Gardens in Naas. 
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Compiled and edited by Jessica Foster, Heidi Gray and Chris Taylor. Published by St Davids City Council and printed by 
Right Price Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

The deadline for our next issue will be Monday 4th February 2019! 

Pumpkin Patch Day at  
Lower Treginnis Farm for City Children 

 

On a beautiful day in May, children from Earlsfield 
Primary School in London sowed 1500 pumpkin 
seeds. Six weeks later during the hottest week in June, children from 
All Souls Primary School, also from London, planted the 1500 pump-
kin plants out into the field. One boy in particular, Amar, must have 
planted 400 plants on his own; he did not stop! As a reward we gave 
him a pumpkin plant to take home to plant in his garden. However, 
he then informed us that he lives in a high rise flat and doesn’t have a 
garden. Situations like this make you remember how special a week 
at Treginnis can be and what a different way of life it is.  
 
After the ‘big plant’ the subse-
quent schools bucketed gallons of 
water on to the patch to rescue the 
plants from the lack of rain and 
mulched between the rows to pre-
vent weeds. Then fast forward a 
few months later and they were 
ready for harvesting. Children 
from primary schools from Soli-
hul and Cardiff then worked real-

ly hard to harvest all the pumpkins. They lifted them into wheelbar-
rows, on to the trailers and then took them off again to make the pump-
kin patch display in our main field.  
 

These weren’t little pumpkins either; they were huge! When reading 
this it could sound that the children may not have enjoyed this task! 
Quite the contrary! They absolutely loved it and were disappointed 
when the last trailer was off loaded. This type of work is worlds away 
from what they are used to. Children who may struggle academically in 
school were succeeding and were cheered and clapped when they car-
ried the heaviest pumpkin - what a feeling!  
 

Finally it was Pumpkin Patch Day! Though the weather was absolutely terrible it was fantastic to see how 
many people made the effort to come down and proved that with the right clothing you can do anything. 
As well as picking your own pumpkin there was lots to do including making popcorn on an open fire, tak-
ing the donkey for a walk and listening to some spooky stories from our resident witch! The ladies in the 
kitchen cooked up a storm and warmed everyone up with homemade burgers, soup, hot chocolate and lots, 
lots more. Despite the poor conditions we still managed to raise over £2,000 so it was a very successful 
day.  
 

A huge thank you to the Treginnis team, family and close friends who without them the day would not 
have been possible. We look forward now to next year and will be doing the same again but fingers 
crossed for better weather!  

Christmas/New Year Waste and Recycling Collections  
This year changes in waste and recycling collection arrangements will affect all collection days except 
Mondays both in the week in which Christmas falls and the week in which New Year falls. In the Christ-
mas week all collections will be two days later than normal and instead of collections taking place in St 
Davids on Thursday 27 December they will take place on Saturday 29 December. In the New Year 
week all collections will be one day later than normal and instead of collections taking place on Thurs-
day 3 January they will take place on Friday 4 January.  


