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Mayor’s Letter and Christmas Greetings
As this is my first letter, I would like to thank the
Councillors for electing me as the Mayor with my wife
Sylvia as Mayoress of St Davids City Council,
supported by Councillor Alan York as the Deputy
Mayor. I will endeavour to serve the local community
during this unprecedented time to the best of my ability.
I also take this opportunity to thank my predecessor,
Cllr Mike Chant and Mayoress Sue Chant for all the
valuable community work they did and contributed to
over the last two years.
For those who do not know me, my formal Sikh name is Balbir Singh Sehmi, but I am known as Bira
Sehmi. I was born in Nairobi, Kenya (pioneering Sikh family in East Africa last century). I was educated in
Nairobi and London. I have worked in various well-known international architects’ practices in London,
Surrey, and Hampshire.
My wife is a local born farmer’s daughter (the late Perkin and Enid Jones) and I have been coming to
St Davids since mid 1960’s. We have been full time residents since 2010 and I was elected as a City
Councillor in May 2017. I am a committee member of St Davids Community Forum, Memory Cafe, Friends
of Oriel y Parc and St Davids Historical Society. My interests are cooking, cricket and spiritual healing.
Well what a year it has turned out be. This pandemic has affected us all in one
way or another. During this pandemic, the local community has shown its strength
and agility in assisting those who needed the most help in whichever way they
could with their generous donations. I would also like to thank all the volunteers of
St Davids Befrienders who carried out an unbelievably valuable service, the
Deputy Mayor, Councillors, volunteers and the Penknife Club in helping with the
St Davids Food Pod. The City Hall was used during the lockdown and it is now
operating from Tabernacle Chapel, Goat Street where the Elders have very kindly
offered the use of vestry until Easter next year. I joined them as a volunteer after
the lockdown was lifted. I would also like to give a mention to some busy bees
sewing head bands, masks, and bags for the NHS nurses to put their uniforms in
the wash.
It was great to hear how we clapped, beat pots and pans with sticks and not
forgetting car horns every Thursday evening to show our heartfelt appreciation of
all the NHS and support staff, caring for people from all walks of life, who have
been working extremely hard to keep us safe during this pandemic. The City Council put up the social
distancing posters all over the City. A new local one way traffic system and pedestrian footpaths was put in
place in the City on a temporary basis by PCC Highways Department during the busy season and two
PCC Ambassadors were deployed during this period every day who were seen walking about with their
appointed vests on in the City to help the public with any queries they had and to maintain the social
distancing. This proved to be remarkably successful.
It has been disappointing that all the civic, normal social activities and the end of year celebrations had to
be cancelled due to the pandemic, and the City Council office being closed, but we obviously had to
comply with all the rules and guidelines as directed by the Welsh Parliament. The Remembrance Day
Service was different this year to keep everyone safe.
Local retail shops, businesses, hospitality, and the tourist sector have been hit extremely hard during this
period and let us hope it will bounce back next year. I wish everyone good luck for the future.
Wishing you all A Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year. Please take care, stay safe and warm this
winter.
Love and light to you all

Bira Sehmi

Porthmawr Surf Life Saving Club
Porthmawr SLSC Senior Team – GB Championships Whitesands 2019
Looking ahead to next year, 2021 will be
60 years since lifeguards first patrolled Whitesands
beach thanks to the foresight of Dr George Middleton
and Elwyn Lewis. 1961 marked the start of something
special that means so much to so many and has been a
part of life for generations of people on the St Davids
peninsula. Over the years many lives have been saved,
countless rescues completed and club life as nippers
through to seniors has been a way of life for so many.
Covid 19 has been a huge frustration this year and saw
the cancellation of all of our events and a large part of
club activity in 2020 (although equipment was available to use with some stringent cleaning processes). On the
calendar for events due to be held at Whitesands were the Porthmawr Nipper Carnival, the West Wales Life Saving
Carnival, and the Nipper and Youth Camp with the season due to be followed with the Welsh National Surf Life
Saving Championships. All of these events have rolled onto the calendar for 2021 and as a club we really hope to be
able to get back to life as normal with the usual enthusiasm.
Porthmawr SLSC Nippers and Junior Team – West Wales Champs, Newport 2019
The Covid 19 situation also caused an earlier than usual finish to the paid RNLI Lifeguard service at Whitesands. As
a club we picked up the slack and provided a volunteer service
for all September/October weekends and the first week of the
October half term before the ‘Firebreak Lockdown’. Thanks to
all those who supported and helped. It was great to make a
difference to beach users both local and from afar.
Porthmawr is a strong club moving forwards and is supported
by a great committee, a hugely enthusiastic group of coaches
and most importantly a really strong membership. We stand on
the shoulders of generations of hard work and really want to
make sure that this continues. Looking ahead we are always
seeking support and volunteers, if anyone wants to join up or
support in any capacity please don’t hesitate to get in touch on
our e-mail porthmawrsurf@gmail.com. Club memberships start
from 7 years old and continues as long as you are willing to go
on for. Hopefully see you on the beach, please come and say hi.

The Flying Lettuce and other Garden Stories
Perennial Cafe and Garden has been a focus of well-being this past year and plans to carry on that way into
2021. Despite all the troubles around we provided a calm atmosphere where people could relax in a
beautiful place. But it wasn’t always so relaxed with indoor cafe tables not allowed. There was sometimes a lot less
salad on the plate when it reached the customer than when it left the kitchen. Hence our nick-name: ‘The Flying
Lettuce’!
Well-being for people : with a huge effor t to r e-organise the Cafe, and a one-way route round the Garden which
inevitably took folk past our junk and compost heaps, we were able to welcome many, many visitors. Luckily the
weather was brilliant so the tables in the garden and summerhouse were really appreciated. Starting off as a clickand-collect service in March through to full Cafe and Garden sales by late summer, we were very, very busy. The
staff were amazing: Bron, Helen, Heather, Bethan, Zoe, Dom and Emily - thank you all.
Well-being for nature : ever y day the gar den looked glor ious. A haven for natur e, we have joined with the
National Botanic Gardens of Wales in their Saving Pollinators pollinator protection scheme. All our plants are
grown in peat-free organic compost and we use no chemically synthesised feeds or pesticides, so we can guarantee
that our plants will not transmit any harmful chemicals to pollinators. Stickers on our plant pots are assurance that
those plants are safe for pollinators.
So plans for 2021: if events ar e allowed ther e will be a full pr ogr amme of days and half-days for small groups
looking at herbs and their uses, at crafts, floristry, more willow weaving, and gardening Help-Days when folk can
come and learn how we maintain our lovely garden. Topics will be offered as one-to-one covid-safe sessions with
one of us. We will be re-opening the Garden in early March, and the Cafe from Easter.
Meanwhile salad, salad, salad selling thr ough the winter via our loyal fr iends in the Veg Patch, the Butcher s
and Peninsula Open Food Network. Lovely mixed lettuces and spicy winter stir-fry mixes of Oriental greens, Chard
and herbs are thriving in our polytunnels in this (so far) mild winter. Well-being on a plate.
Gill Lewis and Pippa Allen
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Golden Wedding Celebrations
Mr Jeff and Mrs Vanessa Jenkins of Maes Dewi
have
celebrated
their
Golden
Wedding
Anniversary. Mr and Mrs Jenkins were presented
with a bouquet of flowers by the Mayor of
St Davids, Cllr Bira Sehmi, on behalf of St Davids
City Council who sent the happy couple their very
best wishes and warmest congratulations!
The beautiful bouquet was arranged by
Clare Addicott of St Davids Flowers.

A Tyddewi couple that had to celebrate a special
anniversary modestly during lockdown were Mr
John and Mrs Margaret Evans of Maes Yr Hedydd.
Pictured receiving a bouquet of flowers from Cllr
Bira Sehmi, the Mayor of St Davids, John and
Margaret were married fifty years ago and on 30th
March celebrated their Golden Wedding
Anniversary. Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau ohonoach!
The flowers were arranged by Clare Addicott
of St Davids Flowers.

More belated congratulations!
Another Tyddewi couple that recently celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary were Mr Paul
and Mrs Jean Hunt of Mount Gardens. The Mayor
of St Davids, Cllr Bira Sehmi presented the happy
couple with a bouquet of flowers on behalf of the
City Council. Llongyfarchiadai i'r ddau ohonoch!
Flowers were arranged by Clare Addicott
of St Davids Flowers.

Lockdown Llongyfarchiadau at last!
31st March 2020 should have seen Mr Dawson
and Mrs Mary Smith of Maes Elfed celebrating
their Golden Wedding Anniversary in style.
However due to Coronavirus they enjoyed a more
modest occasion and received a belated bouquet
of flowers on behalf of the City Council which
was presented to them by the Mayor of St Davids,
Cllr Bira Sehmi. Congratulations both!
The flowers were arranged by Clare Addicott of
St Davids Flowers.
Please contact the Clerk if you know of any couple that may be celebrating
a Golden or Diamond Wedding Anniversary - clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 01437 721 137
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1,083 items created for NHS and Care Workers
Menevia WI and Stitchy Witches have collaborated during the year to produce an amazing 1,083 items
for the NHS and Care Workers. Under the guidance of Jill Wye the members of Menevia WI joined
forces with Stitchy Witches to make much needed masks, buttoned headbands and laundry bags.
This was an amazing achievement, while as part of their efforts to help the wider community members also pledged
to use money that they would otherwise have spent on WI activities to support those financially impacted by
coronavirus.
Meanwhile in a year that will be remembered for all the wrong reasons, and with Covid 19 on everybody’s lips
Menevia has kept in touch with its members even though they were not able to hold any meetings. Secretary Sue
Preece came up with the idea of producing a Menevia monthly newsletter to send to all members with lots of news
about what was happening in the area, what could be done at home, what shops were open and made deliveries, and
also where you could get a good take-away Sunday lunch!
As restrictions on meetings eased, in mid September 26 members met up at Porthclais Harbour for Menevia’s first
get-together since March. The need for social distancing did not inhibit members and everybody enjoyed the
company and refreshments provided by the kiosk.

St Davids Rugby Club progressing improvements
St Davids RFC was originally founded in 1953 to provide the young men of the peninsula an
opportunity to play the national sport of Wales, and to enjoy the challenges and fulfilment which
Rugby Union provides in abundance. Building on the qualities of fitness, strength and endurance, the
game became an important outlet for our young men where bonding and lifelong friendships were
forged and which survive even to this day!
Almost 70 years later, St Davids Rugby Club continues in its aim of providing the opportunities that the sport can
deliver. The difference now is that the club delivers a diverse environment which is totally inclusive and can boast
the provision of rugby to a range of ages, abilities and gender. With over 150 playing members and a healthy team of
willing volunteers, the club continues to thrive. In terms of numbers, St David RFC stands out as the main provider
of recreational sport on the peninsula, a fact that proves its worth and importance to our community.
Benefitting from the work and vision of the Club Committee, and with the support of the Senior and Minis and
Junior section, the club has seen some transformational improvements to the facilities at the club. Welsh Rugby
Union facilities grants, Pembrokeshire CC grants, along with club
funds (which includes membership, sponsorship and donations) has
meant that investment into the clubhouse has been substantial over
the last 5 years. In terms of investment over £75,000 has been spent
on the following.









A full kitchen refurbishment to a high specification
A new roof to the main bar and lounge areas
A new referees room with shower facilities
A treatment/ first aid room for all ages
New gas boilers, fittings and systems
New windows and render of the clubhouse
New ceiling and modern, energy efficient lights in the bar area
Not resting on our laurels, the committee is now embarking on a total refitting and modernisation of the main bar
area. Work has been ongoing for 3 months to prepare the area for an exciting and contemporary refurbishment. It
will provide all players and supporters with an enhanced match-day experience whilst allowing the club to become a
stand out venue for all events such as parties, weddings and community celebrations. We are now openly seeking a
business partner to fully realise the vision we have for success and sustainability. If you are interested in discussing
and investing in our vision for the future, please contact the Chairman, Colin Reynolds by emailrens@btinternet.com.
To enable our continued success, please help support us in the following ways:Become a member of your club! Contact John Williams (President & Membership secretary) at
stdavidsrugbyclub@gmail.com 07801 965 393
Join our 100+ club. Monthly prize draws. Contact Gethin Evans (100 + club secretary) at
stdavidsrugbyclub@gmail.com
Become a sponsor. Contact Rhys Price (Sponsorship secretary) to discuss our packages at rhys@quinquari.co.uk
Become a volunteer to assist our Minis/Junior teams. Become a supporter of the Saints!
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Retirements for Les Owen and Jack Dudley!

Photo by Tracey Foster
Les Owen who joined the whole time Fire Service, previously Dyfed Fire Brigade, later Mid and West Wales Fire
and Rescue Service 25th September 1970 and retired 25th September 2020, having served 50 years, 37 years at
Haverfordwest Fire and Rescue Station working through the ranks from Fire Fighter to Leading Fireman, Sub
Officer and Station Manager, then 13 years as Watch Manager at St Davids Fire and Rescue Station (on Call
Station). He completed his initial training as a Fireman at the Manchester Fire Brigade training school 1970 to 1971
on course number 131. During his time at St Davids Fire and Rescue Station he was instrumental in setting up the St
Davids Fire and Rescue Co-Responder Team in 2016 and along with his team and the local community raised funds
to provide a Medical Co-Responder Rapid Response vehicle to work in partnership with WAST in our local area.
His retirement evening was attended by Chris Davies QFSM MBA Chief Fire Officer, Roger Thomas Deputy Chief
Fire Officer, The Mayor of St Davids Cllr Bira Sehmi, Deputy Mayor Cllr Alan York, and Cllr Bethan Price along
with the Crew of St Davids Fire and Rescue Station. During this event Covid 19 social distancing was observed and
the presentation was held outdoors.
Watch manager Jack Dudley having joined as an on call
firefighter on 17th February 1988 at St Davids Fire and
Rescue Station, finally retired on 12th January 2020 after
32 years service, 20 years of which had been as a whole
time firefighter in the Pembrokeshire command, reaching
the rank of Watch Manager with a role of Station liaison
Officer working out of Pembrokeshire Command and
working with Fire and Rescue Stations at Fishguard,
Narberth, St Davids and Haverfordwest.

Pointing to a
green future for
St Davids are
two car charging
points recently
installed by
Pembrokeshire
County Council
at Quickwell Hill
car park.

NB This photo was taken prior to the first national
lockdown

The deadline for our next issue will be published in due course!
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Club thrives through truncated season

St Davids Befrienders Step Up

Before
the
Covid
19
crisis,
St
Davids
Befrienders had ten volunteers and they were
happily helping nine isolated individuals.
Then the Coronavirus arrived; a special card was
delivered to every house, and calls for help started
to come in, in big numbers.
An appeal went out for volunteers for TELEPHONE
Befrienders, to make phone calls, run errands, and
keep in touch. Within a week we had over 50
volunteers and over 40 households were being
helped to get through the first wave of Covid. This
work still goes on as Covid develops again into the
winter The response of volunteers across the
months has been magnificent.
Well done St Davids
We will all get through this thing together.

PEMBROKESHIRE IS BEST
AT RECYCLING IN WALES

In spite of two lockdowns when the course was
closed, St Davids Golf Club has thrived during this
truncated season.
We were able to continue
employing our greenkeeper all the way through and
he did a superb job ensuring that the course was
ready to play when the lockdown restrictions
finished. Lockdown meant we missed out on almost
four months of much needed green fees, but a
Government grant made up some of the shortfall.
During August and September many visitors played
the course and favourable comments were made on
the course condition. We continued, when allowed, to
play club competitions but our interclub and league
matches were cancelled. Our successful club Pink
Day competition raised £345 for Tenovus Breast
Cancer charity.
We are delighted to welcome almost 20 new
members to the club this year and anyone interested
in joining or requiring any information please look at
our
website
for
details
(www.stdavidscitygolfclub.co.uk).

County Councillor
David Lloyd
01437 720 853

david.lloyd@tyddewi-chambers.co.uk
LIBRARY AT HOME SERVICE RESTARTS

The Welsh Government has named Pembrokeshire as
the best-performing local authority area for recycling
from April 2019 to April 2020. A total of 72% of all
household waste was recycled during the period.

Pembrokeshire County Council’s Library at Home
(Housebound) Service is now delivering collections of
books and audio recordings to customers again
following the Covid-19 lockdown. Residents that are
isolated at home and carers unable to leave the home
except for essential reasons are eligible to receive the
service. The driver, Dave Lewis, selects books for his
customers in advance of his visit and these are left at
each person’s front door by appointment. All items are
quarantined thoroughly before they are delivered to
each person. The driver makes use of a range of
sanitising equipment, wears a mask and observes social
distancing at all times. Books are then changed over by
the driver every four weeks. Library at Home visits are
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. If you are interested,
please fill in a brief application form. These are
available by emailing
george.edwards@pembrokeshire.gov.uk
or telephoning (01437) 776 126.

Red bag materials (plastics, metal packaging and tetra
-pak): increase of 39%
Cardboard (blue bags): increase of 38%
Food waste: increase of 34%
Glass: increase of 19%
During the same period, the amount of grey bag
material generated in Pembrokeshire and residual
waste fell by more than a third.
Well done the Council staff for introducing the new
waste and recycling collection scheme and well done
the community for backing it with such commitment.
In this way we all play our part in protecting the
environment for future generations.
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Barbarians £7,000 grant
to St Davids Lesotho rugby link
Thanks to an amazing initiative by rugby legend and WRU President Gerald
Davies the Barbarians are to make a £7,000 grant to Lesotho Rugby to be
spent in the schools in our twinned community of Matsieng. The grant will
provide new rugby equipment for the five Matsieng Schools and a three month
coaching course running over the next three years. The grant will also provide
for associated costs including covid 19 health components and some travel costs for personnel.
Gerald Davies, who has long supported charitable initiatives in St Davids, said that he was delighted to
have been involved in supporting the application from the St Davids Lesotho twinning group to the
Barbarians Charitable Trust. ‘It has been my privilege to help St Davids, the Rugby Club and Ysgol
Penrhyn Dewi in association with Dolen Cymru to secure £7,000 through the Barbarians Rugby Charitable
Trust for the Lesotho Rugby Academy.
This project which will involve over 600 children, will assist in in tackling some of the broader poverty,
health and social care issues in this impoverished area, and provide opportunities through rugby
underprivileged and deprived young people, a number of whom are orphans to lead safe and healthy lives
and help them become responsible citizens. Many congratulations and good luck to everyone involved,
have fun!’
The application to the Barbarians has been masterminded by the twinning group’s
secretary Tim Watts with the active assistance of the Secretary General of the
Lesotho Rugby Federation Litsitso Motseremeeli, who has visited St Davids on two
occasions and who is now well known to the rugby club and our students in Ysgol
Penrhyn Dewi.
Also making a big contribution to the application has been Dan Aylward-Mills a
trustee of the Lesotho Rugby Association charity who has been involved with rugby
in Lesotho from its earliest beginnings only a very few years ago. By strengthening
the links between Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi and the schools in Matsieng the grant will
also have the potential to benefit students in St Davids who are planning for a further sports visit to
Lesotho within the next three years.
The chairman of the twinning link Chris Taylor said that the group was extremely grateful to Gerald for his
support for the application. ‘Gerald does so much for so many groups in St Davids and this is yet another
instance of his fantastic commitment to our community.’

Connecting Classrooms in 2020
Early in 2020 teachers from Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi and Ysgol Croesgoch were successful in securing a
British Council grant to set up a Connecting Classrooms project with partner schools in Lesotho. The
project which focused on the Sustainable Development Goals should have included reciprocal visits but
sadly due to Covid 19 these were unable to take place.
However, this hasn’t stopped the cluster from continuing to build links between the schools. In fact the
general trend towards all things online has opened up new connections and possibilities for Global Development.
We have set up a St Davids-Lesotho WhatsApp group to share news and photos. Teachers across Wales have been
sharing resources and training via Teams and this week Dolen Cymru held it’s first Education
Conference via zoom, with 94 delegates from across Wales and Lesotho taking part.
The Connecting Classrooms project deadline has now been extended to December 2021, so fingers
crossed we may get to visit each other next year!

Christian Aid Week 2020

Every year the people of St Davids give generously to the work of Christian Aid, thereby helping some of the
poorest people in our world to set up initiatives in the fields of health, education and agriculture. When we had to
cancel our house to house collection back in May, we hoped that it could be held, instead, at the end of October.
Sadly, this has proved impossible too. So, in order that we can make our contribution this year, we have set up a
‘virtual’ envelope. If you would like to contribute to Christian Aid’s life saving work, please e-mail
annewatts@live.co.uk to obtain the link to the e-envelope. Our help is needed more than ever in this most difficult of
years. Many thanks for your support each year.
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EcoDewi: Community - Environment - Together
There’s a new group in town, putting community and caring for our local environment
together. EcoDewi is focused on how it can support communities across the St Davids
Peninsula with environmental projects building on the past successes of the St Davids
EcoCity group. EcoDewi has already begun work on a small solar array project, working
towards locally owned and produced sustainable energy, and a pre-planning enquiry
application has already been submitted to the national park authority with an ecology appraisal. The goal is to
connect to the local grid and have the energy available for the community to use through a Local Energy club. There
are many steps to go but EcoDewi wants to involve the St Davids City community, the region that could benefit from
this specific project, and seek community sentiment early on. To that end, city residents are invited to complete a
short survey to help develop the project. You can complete the survey by visiting the link below. If you can’t access
it online please contact the project lead, Geraint Michael; email geraint@ecodewi.org.uk or call 07974 799 087.
ONLINE SURVEY LINK: https://forms.gle/y3Fy4ZKJNkyDMUEe9
The EcoDewi team has been up to much more too. Conversations are underway to help St Davids Cathedral manage
their land better for biodiversity as well creating an exciting new community garden; work has begun so search for
St Davids Garden Project on Facebook and Instagr am. EcoDewi is also liaising with Cambr ian Offshor e, as
they develop their marine energy plans at Ramsey Sounds, about how the community can directly benefit from their
work. In addition, support continues for the Beacon Project at the old St Davids scout hut, there have been
discussions around sustainable farming, how best to support the fantastic initiative of the Peninsula Food Producers
Network and EcoDewi is also really excited to be talking with Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi about offering youth
volunteering opportunities in the area and helping youngsters get more involved with environmental projects.
The group’s biggest success this year has been the Peninsula Beach Stewards project. This project began when
residents approached EcoDewi for help, concerned about hordes of visitors arriving and littering our local beaches,
as the first COVID-19 lockdown eased. In a few days a plan was developed, discussions took place with the county
council and other key organisations, and then the recruitment of volunteers began. A presence at Whitesands Beach
began on Tuesday 14th July and an average of two volunteers a day carried out beach cleans for 51 days through the
summer, with around 30 volunteers clearing approximately 84 bags of rubbish. EcoDewi now really hopes to be able
to encourage St Davids City Council, PCC and PCNPA to improve how rubbish is collected, improve recycling
opportunities and also improve signage at the beach. Thanks goes to Porthmawr SLSC, PAVS and PCC’s
EcoChampion project for their support, and of course the amazing army of volunteers who committed to this project.
Since the beach stewards project EcoDewi has continued beach cleans, partnering with Keep Wales Tidy for a clean
at Porthlysgi in September and then ran its own clean-up in November at Caerfai Bay, led by our new beach clean co
-ordinator Estelle Jakubowski. More beach clean dates will be announced soon and we are really keen to take
suggestions from the community about coastal areas that need
cleaning up.
With so many questions over climate emergency, biodiversity
crisis and the need for better community resilience and
sustainability, there is a lot that EcoDewi believes can be
done to improve things across the Peninsula. Real success
though depends on collaboration and support from
communities and organisations, so please do get in touch with
us via social media, e-mail or our website if you can help,
have an idea or simply want to offer words of support.
Some of the Peninsula Beach Steward volunteers at Whitesands

Shalom House reopens after lockdowns
We reopened Shalom House on a limited basis from early November 2020, with attendance gradually
increasing to the usual average of 6 patients per day, this decision is very much supported by Public
Health Wales and the Hywel Dda Health Board. We have also followed the advice of Infection Control.
Since March 2020, Shalom House has offered support to patients living within their own homes, by our
Registered Nurses and Occupational Therapist, both remotely and with home visits. During this time referrals have
increased by 25% from those wishing to be supported in this way.
Shalom will continue to offer palliative day care facilities, to benefit patients and carers, providing assessment
services, a range of physical, social and psychological therapies, complementary therapies and social and creative
activities. Holistic and specialist bereavement counselling services are also provided.
We will continue to provide services to patients diagnosed with life-limiting conditions and their carers, striving to
adapt to the many challenges we all face as a result of Covid-19 and beyond.
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1st St Davids Brownies and Guides trip to Paris
Back in February, 1st St Davids Brownies
and Guides went to Paris!
After a very early start, we arrived at Chateau
de Grande Romaine. Our first full day in Paris
included a bus tour of Paris and a boat trip
down the Seine. We climbed the Eiffel Tower,
where three of the Guides made their promise.
In the evening we had a crepe making workshop
and some of the Guiders were even brave
enough to try snails.
Our second day
was
spent
at
Disneyland,
a
whole day spent
surrounded by the
magic of Disney,
rides,
scary
rollercoasters,
parades, shopping in Disney village and the grand finale of the lightshow. It was
definitely a trip to remember! A big thank you to the Penknife Club for their donation
which allowed us to buy hoodies for the trip.

Gold Award for Amelia

Last month we were delighted when our County Commissioner Sian Garside came
along to our meeting to present Amelia with her Gold Award - the first time it has been
awarded to a Brownie in St Davids. This is the highest award a Brownie can earn.
Along with completing the Gold Award, Amelia has also earned every one of the new
interest badges!

St David’s Connection
a new community group

Eisteddfod Tyddewi
2021 / St Davids
Eisteddfod 2021

St David’s Connection is a new community group set up
by local residents Becky Lloyd and Amanda Stone.
Their first project is inspired by ‘The Lost Words’ book
of Jackie Morris and Robert McFarlane, based on the
natural habitat of the St Davids Peninsula. The first
stage of the project has support from Ancient
Connections to engage the local community in discussions about the
development of a permanent Lost Words and Stories outdoor trail. The trail
would connect to the cultural heritage and ancient landscape of the area and
would also encourage walking, discovery and learning.
The project has a small core team of volunteers from St Davids and Solva
and further volunteers are welcome to join us. Workshops engaging children
and young people at Non and Aidan school campuses began in November
and workshops in Solva Clubhouse and St Davids for all community
members will start soon. However, as many people can’t go out or meet at
present, we are also inviting local residents to create their own art at home,
inspired by The Lost Words and our landscape. All the artwork will be
entered into our Gallery Trail competition and the winning entries will be
exhibited in 2021.
We are also collecting ‘Lost Stories’ from the area based on the land and
sea. If you would like to be interviewed, please let us know. We hope to use
these to produce podcasts and audio guides for the outdoor trail in the
future.
Amanda Stone (Solva) stone.amanda5@gmail.com 07830 347 639
Becky Lloyd (St Davids) beckylloydpembs@gmail.com 07788 633 719
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Mae Eisteddfod Tyddewi, a
oedd ei chynnal ym mis
Chwefor 2021 wedi ei
chanselo. Bydd y thema,
Gwyliau / Holidays, yn cael ei
defnyddio ar gyfer yr
EIsteddfod nesaf yn 2022.
Felly mae digon o amser i
wneud gwaith llaw,
ysgrifennu rhywbeth, neu
dysgu pennill neu can!
The St Davids Eisteddfod,
due to be held in February
2021 has been cancelled
because of the coronavirus
situation. The theme of
Holidays / Gwyliau will be
used for the 2022 St Davids
Eisteddfod. So there is plenty
of time to work on a
handicraft item, to write
something or learn a poem or
song!

St Davids and Dewisland Historical Society
Before lockdown began, we were able to hold our AGM in February when we elected our new committee and
listened to a fascinating talk by Patricia Swales-Barker about the history of the shops of Haverfordwest. Her
knowledge was encyclopedic and this is all encapsulated in her book ‘The Shops of Haverfordwest’.
We were just able to hold our St Davids Day exhibition and, this year, commemorated our first 25 years as a Society.
At the beginning of March, we welcomed the Dean, the Very Reverend Sarah Rowland Jones to our meeting in the
City Hall, and she spoke of her life leading up to her present position.
After this, we were into lockdown and, it was decided to create a series of ‘virtual talks’
to be sent out to members each month via e-mail. Those who do not have emails would
receive their articles via the post. The first of these went out in April when Sally Martyn
wrote of ‘Poor Lucy Walters’ who was born in Roch Castle in 1604 and who was caught
up in the turbulent events of the Civil War. In May Mari James, the Cathedral Library
Development Officer, shared with us her talk about many anniversaries falling in 2020,
including the 25th anniversary of the founding of our own society, the Disestablishment
of the Church in Wales in 1920 and, in 1620, the distribution of the Welsh Bible, which was partly translated in St
Davids.
In June, Helen Silverstone wrote of the Cleddau Crossing, her own memories of the old
ferry crossing and the story of the bridge on the anniversary of its collapse in June 1970,
and its subsequent reconstruction. In July, through an article by Sally Martyn, we learned
the story of Rosalind Franklin who, as a child, frequently spent family holidays at St
Davids. She was a scientist whose work with X-ray diffraction at Kings College enabled
her to obtain remarkable pictures of DNA. It was with this that the Cambridge team were
able to develop the Watson-Crick model, published in 1953. Rosalind died in 1958 and
her work was not fully recognized until recently. Her younger sister, Jenifer, provided
information for this article.
In August, Gerry Martyn told us the tale of ‘A Boulder with a Story’ at Porthliski and of how it came to be in an iron
cage. It was first reported by Professor Bonneyin 1885 and has been of interest to geologists and featured in
newspapers ever since. In September. Paul Edey dug into the society archives to find a story of ornithology and of
local dialects describing Elegugs and Harry Birds.
In October Carole Lloyd told the story of Melin dan y Rhiw, the water mill on Quickwell Common below Penrhiw
meadow. The mill was mostly used for wool carding, earning its nickname of Felin Rolo. Carole told us about the
Mill, its owners and occupiers from its first mention in documents up to the present time.
The article for November was by Llywela Harris and called a ‘St Davids Kaleidoscope’. In it Llywela talked of her
recollections of childhood and life in the Close which gave us a fascinating glimpse into a bygone age. It was a
happy, cheerful piece which gave us a bit of an escape from the current doom and gloom!
All in all, we have had a series of varied and articles to delight our members during these uncertain days. We have
enough articles at present until April and we would hope to be resuming talks in the City Hall by next summer.
Over the summer we also launched a project asking members and other residents of St Davids to write about their
experiences of lockdown so that we can keep them for future members of the society. We felt that our story needs
telling and will be of interest to future local historians. We are still open to contributions.
Our chairman, Carole Lloyd, is planning a series of walks for small groups of members after lockdown to interesting
sites in the area. The groups will be of six or fewer.
We, in the History Society are in good heart and we wish everybody a happy, if somewhat restricted, Christmas.

A new role for St Davids Scout Hut
A new project is coming soon in our St Davids area, and it will be based, initially, in the
old Scout Hut. There will be a range of activities which people can do on their own or in
a small group if they want : from bicycle mending to woodwork, from gardening to just
coming for a chat. Regular opportunities to come to the Scout Hut for coffee or tea, will
be on offer, as will an allotment outside the City ready for a good digging to prepare for
plants. If you have time to spare, get in touch and
see what you can do. You never know what’s
round the corner. Ring 07946 418 439 for details.
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Basalt & Dune

New business opens at Maes Dyfed
Basalt & Dune Homestore in Maes Dyfed, off New Street in
St Davids opened its doors for the first time in the summer.
Gaby and Nicola who run the shop have been delighted to
meet many St Davids residents (old friends and new) in
store and want to thank them for being so welcoming
towards a new small independent business.
The shop is now all decked out for the festive season, and
stocked up with Christmas gifts, cards and gift wrap as well
as beautiful Christmas decorations. It is currently open 10.00
am - 4.00 pm Monday - Saturday but if you can’t make it
into
the
shop,
they
sell
via
the
website www.basaltdune.co.uk - where there is a store pick
up option avoiding postage charges.
Alternatively, doorstep delivery can be made to local
addresses, please email basaltdune@gmail.com for
information.

24 High Street - The Really Wild Emporium
Last December when we bought No 24 High Street we had no idea what was just around the corner.
We are still so excited to have this iconic Art Deco building in the centre of this very special tiny city. The building
was constructed in the early 1920’s by the local Nash family to complement their bakery next door (where the Vet’s
surgery is now) and to open as a step-up from their original, smaller shop, The City Bakery, now Susan’s
Hairdressers. The premises had been used since the 1980’s by Care in the Community.
Our plans were to use the building as a base for all of our 'Really Wild’ activities. This was to include a space to
develop and make our soaps and skin care products; run our foraging courses; open a restaurant and a shop and to
offer courses about all sorts of art and craft skills that have a connection with the countryside and nature. We were
very keen to try and employ local young people all year round.
We were keen to reuse, recycle and repurpose materials, fixtures, fittings and equipment throughout the property and
have given a home to unwanted kitchen tables and odd chairs from all around the county! We wanted to retain the
original character of the building and the authentic, rustic feel of rural Pembrokeshire.
We had unwittingly chosen a bad time to start a hospitality and retail business, but knew that in order to rescue and
repair this building we had to work to stop the water ingress, damp, rot, fungus etc before we could even begin to
think about carrying out any of our plans. We created a long priority list, starting with concentrating on stabilising
the building outside and in. We missed quite a bit of the tourist season after lockdown, continuing to work on the
interior and rear exterior with our local builder, Marcus Jane, and his brilliant and inventive team. We are looking
forward to smartening the front of the building up as soon as we can.
With our talented local chef, Jake Price and our fantastic, young, enthusiastic team we have been able to change
what we offer in the restaurant as regulations have altered, sometimes weekly. We started with takeaway meals, then
takeaway coffee and cakes and have recently been offering sit-down, socially distanced lunches, always using
locally sourced products and hand-picked, foraged ingredients.
The products all have a relationship with the wild and our local
countryside, whether in ingredients, materials or usage and we want
everything to be as natural, sustainable and environmentally-friendly
as possible. Please come and search for Christmas presents, gift
vouchers or foraging vouchers. Everything you do helps support our
team.
We would like to thank everyone who has supported and encouraged
us. Cheery words or a wave through the window are a joy and a
reassurance and we feel as if many of you are ‘sharing’ our
experience and journey.
Stay safe - Julia & John
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Advent and
Christmas
Services at
the
Cathedral
Due to COVID-19
social distancing
restrictions
this
year, we regret
that we have
limited capacity at
services. You will
need to book a
ticket, which are
free, in advance
for all services
unless
stated.
Please see our
website for details
of how to book.
We are running
services which are
particularly
popular twice to
give as many
people as possible
the chance to
attend.

Sunday 13th December

Saturday 19th December

Sunday 20th December
Monday 21st December
Tuesday 22nd December
Wednesday 23rd
December
Thursday 24th December
Friday 25th December
Christmas Day
Sunday 10th January

Sunday 7th February

11.15 am Choral Mattins (ticket not required, but space
allocated on a first come, first served basis)
4.00 pm The Little Road to Bethlehem, a Christmas Devotional
using 20th c. carols with the Cathedral choristers and Stephen
Richardson, Bass
3.00-5.00 pm Angel Trail Launch. Walking trail with music and
lights starting at Ty’r Pererin, round the Cathedral Close via
Penrhiw Priory for mulled wine and mince pies, and finishing at
the Cathedral, where refreshments will be available until 6pm.
Outside walk throughout the rest of December after this.
11.15am Nativity Service
7.00 pm The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
6.00 pm For Those We Hold Dear (to remember those we have
loved and lost)
7.00 pm The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols
6.00 pm For Those We Hold Dear (to remember those we have
loved and lost)
4.00 pm Crib Service with the Junior Choir
11.00 pm Midnight Mass
8.00 am Holy Communion (ticket not required, but space
allocated on a first come, first served basis)
10.30 am Family Choral Eucharist
Tickets are not required for either of these services, but space
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis
11.15am Choral Eucharist
6.00 pm The Epiphany Carol Service
Tickets are not required for either of these services, but space
will be allocated on a first come, first served basis
11.15 am Choral Eucharist
6.00 pm Candlemas Vespers

Christmas Lights Competition

St Davids City Council
Cyngor Dinas Tyddewi
COMMUNITY AWARD 2020

Independent judging
of houses and
business in St Davids
that have been
decorated festively
will take place on

The Council asks for your nominations for any
member of the community whose work or
service you feel is due for recognition.
Nominations need to be returned to the Clerk

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
in writing by 3.00pm on
Monday 4th January 2021

Sunday 20th
December
Winners will be personally notified by the
Mayor of St Davids and the results will be made
available thereafter.

Clerk to the Council, City Hall, High Street, St Davids,
Pembrokeshire SA62 6SD Tel. 01437 721137

Compiled and edited by Heidi Gray, Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by
St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price Print. Our thanks to all our
contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
or telephone 01437 721 137.
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