St Davids City Council Community Award Winner 2020
The winner of the City Council 2020 Community Award
was Mrs Helen Williamson.
Helen, pictured receiving her certificate from
the former Mayor of St Davids, Cllr Bira
Sehmi, was nominated by the residents of St
Davids who expressed the wish that she
should be formally recognised for the work
that she has undertaken for the community, in
particular for her commitment to the St Davids and Solva Food Pod, Shalom House,
Oriel Y Parc, Guided Walks and the Memory
Café. Diolch Helen, your dedication and hard
work in helping the community during the
pandemic is greatly appreciated!

Eliza-Mary is winner of Tourism & Trade Association Art Competition
Pob blwyddyn, mae ein cymdeithas twristiaeth a
busnes yn cynhyrchu pamfleddau i’r ymwelwyr.
Mae’r busnesau lleol yn hysbysebu yn y pamfleddau ac mae
ar gael ledled De Cymru – dros 100,000 pafleddi!
Eleni, cynhalion cystadleuaeth gelf i plant sydd yn byw yn
yr ardal a plant sydd yn mwnhau gwyliau yma. Y llun a ennillodd bydd ar y pamfledd 2022.
Yr ennillydd oedd Eliza-Mary, 5 blwydd oed o’r Ysgol Penryhn Dewi gyda llun lliwgar o’r Eglwys Gadeiriol gyda
enfys, cennin pedr a pili pala yn yr heulwen. Da iawn ElizaMary, a diolch i’r holl plant eraill a gymerodd ran.
Diolch i pawb pwy rhoddodd wobrau, dyn ni’n diolchgar
iawn!
Every year our tourism and trade association produces a
pamphlet for visitors. Local businesses advertise in the
broadsheet pamphlet and it is available all over South Wales – over 100,000 copies!
This year, we held an art competition for children who live in the area and children who enjoy holidays here. The
winning picture will be on the 2022 pamphlet. The winner was Eliza-Mary, aged 5 from Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi with a
colourful picture of the Cathedral with a rainbow, daffodils and a butterfly in the sunshine. Well done Eliza-Mary
and thank you to all the children who entered. Thank you to everyone who donated prizes, we are very grateful!

See our inside pages 8 and 9 for report on Tourism Associations 50th anniversary celebrations.

ST DAVIDS YOUTH CLUB IS BACK!

We’ve changed our times to every Tuesday 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm (term time only) at St Davids City Hall.
If you’re 11+ and want to get involved get in contact with Chris or Ell on 07717 345 935 or 07824 509 275.
For an insight into what we do check out our Facebook and Instagram @solvastdavids
Booking is required – we have space for 15 indoors and 30 outdoors.

Letter from the Mayor, Cllr Alan York
Dear friends,
I am greatly honoured to have become Mayor, and I thank everyone for
their good wishes for the coming year.
My predecessor, Cllr Bira Sehmi, has held things together during difficult
times, and I pay tribute to his quiet devotion to duty over the whole year.
He has worked without the panoply and bright events of a normal year,
and he has the profound thanks of us all.
And what a year it has been! The people of St Davids have risen magnificently to the challenge of Covid 19, with neighbours looking after neighbours in need, and volunteers coming forwards in scores to staff St Davids Befrienders, the Food Pod, and other projects. What a vibrant community we have here!
As we emerge, as we hope to do, from the pandemic, we clearly have the strength to withstand whatever comes in
the next period. Thinking of all the people who have suffered in the past year, through loss of, or long separation
from loved ones, through unemployment, or just lack of money, thinking of our children and young people and their
loss of time in school or college, thinking of the sheer disruption of everyday life, we know that a great effort is
needed to move things forward.
But summer is on the doorstep. Our tourists are starting to come back, and we can be more hopeful about our jobs
and businesses as the season progresses. It could be a really bumper summer this year, putting our community’s
finances back in order and putting smiles on people’s faces. Let’s enjoy what is coming and hope there are no more
lockdowns!
I must say something about the county council’s one way system for our streets. As a temporary measure it seems
necessary. Lessons learned from last year will, we hope, bring better kerbing and much clearer signage to divert
traffic from Nun Street. One thing is certain, the county council assures us that no moves towards any permanent
system will happen without the community being consulted in a proper manner. Let’s make sure of that!
After a working life spent entirely in teaching and lecturing in towns and cities all over the place
(including nearly five years in Tanzania), my wife Pauline, whom I have appointed as my Mayoress, and I are extremely happy to be now long settled here in St Davids a city and a community.
We both wish you all a happy year ahead. Let’s enjoy our community again.
Best wishes
Alan

The Dewisland People’s Shed will be up and running shortly
With a range of tools and several workbenches, the SHED will be up and running shortly.
Get in touch to find out when you can come in to do whatever craft or hobby work you want
to do, to mend things, to bring things that need mending, or just to have a chat. We are presently in the old Scout Hut in Ffynnon Wen, St Davids; ring 07946418439 to talk about it or
to find out opening times etc.
If you are frustrated at home, because you want to be involved in a craft of some sort but you
don’t have the tools, the know-how, or the friends you might work with, then come to the SHED. You can work by
yourself, or in a group (such as a club). You can, indeed, bring a group with you and use the facilities.
The SHED is here for everyone, for any sort of hobby or activity, from model-making to IT, to wood or metal work,
to gardening, to just drinking coffee/tea. We have a laptop computer and an iPad, both freely available for your use.
Just drop in for a chat and see the place.
Regular sessions will be set up soon, and an opening event is coming up.
Keep an eye out for details or ring 07946 418 439. See you there!
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Ex Mayor’s report

Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2022

This is just a short message to
thank all the Councillors, the
Staff and the St Davids community at large for supporting me during the Covid-19 pandemic. I
would also like to thank Paul Evans the Responsible Finance Officer who has now retired after a
long service and his valuable contribution in dealing with financial matters. I also
welcome Will Mann who has now taken over this
role. I extend my warmest congratulations to the
new Mayor Cllr Alan York and his wife the Mayoress Pauline and the Deputy Mayor Cllr Frank John
for the next term.

Y dyddiad ar gyfer yr Eisteddfod nesaf yn Nhyddewi
fydd dydd Gwener 25 Chwefror 2022. Bydd y rhaglen
fel y cynlluniwyd ar gyfer 2021 a’r thema yw
‘Gwyliau’. Bydd ar gael yn fuan, wrth y Pwyllgor a
nifer o allfeydd manwerthu.
Cyn bo hir bydd llawer o gystadleuwyr yn brysur yn
paratoi eitemau ar gyfer y gwahanol gystadlaethau
crefft a ffotograffig, neu'n penderfynu pa ganeuon a
cherddi i'w dysgu ar gyfer y cystadlaethau llwyfan.
Mae'r cystadleuydd sy'n ennill y nifer uchaf o bwyntiau
yn ennill Cadair yr Eisteddfod, ac yn cael Cadair Fach
i'w chadw. Bydd y Gadair Fach ar gyfer Eisteddfod
2022 yn cael ei dylunio a'i gwneud gan ddisgyblion
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, Campws Dewi. Hoffai'r Pwyllgor
ddiolch i'r ysgol am eu cyfranogiad yn yr Eisteddfod.

We were able to conduct our council meetings via
Zoom during this period, although I was not able to
meet some of the community members in person during
this time due to the restrictions. Hopefully the vaccine
will be the blessing to beat this virus. I hope that you
have all been able to cope with these difficult times together in one way or another.

Pob lwc i bawb sy'n bwriadu cymryd rhan yn yr Eisteddfod. Gellir cael mwy o fanylion wrth Glenys
James, Cydlynydd yr Eisteddfod, ar 01437 720 447.
The date for the next St Davids Eisteddfod will be Friday 25th February 2022. The programme will be as
planned for 2021 and the theme is ‘Holidays’. It will
soon be available from the Committee and various retail outlets.

I would like to thank all those who have been responsible in setting up and in helping St Davids Food Pod,
Meals on Wheels, St Davids Community Garden (Eco
Dewi) and The Dewisland People’s Shed. I wish them
all success in these community ventures.

Many contestants will then start preparing items for the
various craft and photographic competitions or deciding on which songs and poems to learn for the stage
competitions.

It was disappointing that all the civic, normal social
activities and other celebrations had to be cancelled.
We continue to abide by the guidelines as advised by
the Welsh Government, but at last, the green light has
been given to open the local retail shops, businesses,
hospitality, and all the tourist sectors to welcome the
visitors. I wish everyone a safe and successful year.

The competitor gaining the highest number of points
wins the Eisteddfod Chair, and is presented with a
small Chair to keep. The small Chair for the 2022 Eisteddfod will be designed and made by pupils at Ysgol
Penrhyn Dewi, Dewi Campus. The Committee wishes
to thank the school for their involvement with the Eisteddfod.

Love and light to all!

Good luck to all those who are planning to take part in
the Eisteddfod. Further details are available from
Glenys James, the Eisteddfod Co-ordinator,
on 01437 720 447.

Bira Sehmi

Mayors past and present

St Davids
Library Service
Owing to the Covid pandemic and in line with
government guidelines,
the library in St Davids
remains closed. The delivery of the service will
be reconsidered once the
restrictions permit.
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St Davids Befrienders need more volunteers
Friendship is the greatest human experience. To feel that you matter to someone, and
that they matter to you puts you in a place of security and happiness better than anything
else on earth. To enjoy a fine spring morning or a glorious sunset is really great, but
much greater when shared with a friend. For someone without friends to hand the greatest gift one can give is the gift of friendship. This is the basis of Befriending. Sometimes one has particular needs, someone to talk with, or to walk with, or to enjoy watching sport with, or to cook or do knitting
with. A St Davids Befriender can be all these things and more.
Who needs a Befriender?
Anyone you know, or you yourself, when lack of companionship bears down, or when you need someone
to do a bit of local shopping, or collect a prescription, or take the dog for a walk, or share the tv with.
One of us Befrienders will listen to what you say, or call on you at home, and then find a friend, if you
would like to go on with it, who you and we think might fit the bill. And the Friend can work through telephone calls, through visiting, through running errands for you, or whatever fits. All our Befrienders are
vetted volunteers and have had a training session. They cannot cook for you, or dig your entire garden,
but they will be there, and might do the odd simple things like making a cup of tea. You can stop it at any
time, or carry on for months.
Who can be a Befriender?
Anyone with goodwill, a bit of friendliness, and a willingness to help. There will be a very informal interview and you will be asked to provide two referees. You will be given a small training programme to
work through. Then, you wait for a phone call, asking you to come, with an experienced Befriender, to
meet someone. From then on it is how everything goes. It depends on people, likes and dislikes, personalities, and needs. The friendship might last just a couple of weeks, or three months, or years if you really hit it off.
What you can be certain of is that you will have made a difference, and you may have enhanced
someone’s life immeasurably, even though you may not even know it. And your own life experience may
be better than it might have been without Befriending.
For more information about St Davids Befrienders please ring 07946 418 439.

Mayor’s invitation to
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi

New Members needed for
Model Railway Group
St Davids Model Railway Group welcomes new members.
At the moment there are two of us building
layouts, and meet weekly at one of our
houses. We have a small number of other
members but need a few more to really get
going on a regular basis. We have been trying to organise a model railway exhibition
at Oriel y Parc since last year and we have a
Saturday booked in 2022. It usually takes 12
months to organise it, so it will be in August next year.

The Mayor kindly attended the school to ‘invite’ the children to hold an Olympics on behalf of the City, as spectators are not allowed to attend the real games. The resulting photos, videos and live streams will be shared with
the City. Pupils became 'event managers' and they have
planned to hold their own Mini-Olympics events to include beach competitions, in school competitions and an
opening and closing celebration.

If you are interested, please e-mail
stephen@parlytrains.co.uk
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Wedding Anniversary Celebrations
Golden Wedding Celebrations
Mr Islwyn and Mrs Eluned Phillips celebrated
their Golden Wedding Anniversary on Saturday
8th May 2021. They received a congratulatory
bouquet of flowers from the Mayor of St Davids,
Cllr Bira Sehmi on behalf of the City Council.
Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau ohonoch!
The Mayor also presented flowers to Mr Graham
and Mrs Clare Perkins for their 50th Wedding
Anniversary.

Diamond Wedding Celebrations!
Warmest congratulations to Mr Matthew and
Mrs Rhiannon Hughes of Pen Y Garn on
their recent Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
The Mayor of St Davids, Cllr Bira Sehmi presented the couple with a bouquet of flowers
on behalf of St Davids City Council, who
send the couple their very best wishes.
Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau ohonoch!

Please contact the Clerk if you know of any couple that may be celebrating
a Golden or Diamond Wedding Anniversary - clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 01437 721 137

Menevia WI Winners of the
Festival of Christmas Trees

A new audio experience for St Non’s
Welsh author and BBC Radio braodcaster Horatio
Clare will be visiting the St Davids peninsula this summer to produce a ‘sound walk’ for St Non’s, driven by
the voices and music of the local community.
The sound walk will be an immersive, moving and grippingly informative audio experience that brings the
culture, history and landscape of the area to vivid life.
It will cover springs, saints, chapels, pilgrims, natural
history, settlement, archaeology, farming and land use,
modernity, conservation and the wider significance of
this place for Welsh identity and European culture.
If you have a story to tell or an interesting perspective
on this special place, you are invited to contact Horatio
Clare on horatioclare@gmail.com or 07754 610 853.

The winners of last year’s Festival of Christmas Trees
were Menevia WI. Their tree was a ‘Thank You’ for all
key workers and volunteers. The winning tree was chosen
by former Mayor, Cllr Bira Sehmi, and the presentation
was made by the present Mayor, Cllr Alan York.

The sound walk is being commissioned by Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority with funding from
Pembrokeshire County Council’s Ancient Connections
project.
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Rescuing abused dogs from around the world

by Andy Holcroft
My wife, Sarah and I recently rescued some of the most delightful dogs imaginable
from Spain – one of them having been discarded by hunters at the end of the hunting season. He had been used as a target practice and shot in the head. The other
had been systematically abused for 7 years. In rescuing our dogs, we became aware
of, and immensely humbled by, the exceptional efforts of ‘My Dog Rescue Spain
Dogs for Homes’ (MDRS) – a group that raises money and rescues dogs from some
of the harshest Spanish pounds. The volunteers, fosterers and admin team spend
large sums of their own money and time nursing and looking after these fragile,
and often physically and mentally broken animals before homing them in the UK.
We believe that animals in need should not be defined by geographic borders,
hence adopting dogs from Spain. I was proud to run the epic 40-mile MUUK Adventures coastal path ultra-marathon in just under seven and a half hours (coming in third) in aid of MDRS and raising over £650 for this wonderful group. We share our animals’ stories on The Bug Farm’s social media to raise
awareness. You can find more about the rescue at https://www.mdrsdogsforhomes.com/ and on their Facebook page.

Forthcoming events at Oriel Y Parc
GWALES
Ben Lloyd
Saturday 3rd July - Sunday 2nd August

ART IN THE PARK / CELF YN Y
PARC
Saturday 3rd July - Sunday 2nd August 2021

LAND/SEA
Mike Perry
10 July 2021 – 9 January 2022

SERNNAU SILVER JEWELLERY
Discovery Room Windows
Wednesday 4th August – Monday 30th August

LIZA ADAMCZEWSKI
Saint Davids Room
Friday 6th August – Tuesday 28th September

MENA CERAMICS
Discovery Room Windows
Wednesday 1st September – Thursday 30th September

Ty’r Pererin Summer Programme
Friday Pilgrimage - every Friday - Fri 2nd July - 17th Sept, 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
Visit the birthplace of St. David, and view the historic ruins as you walk a short route (1.5 miles) along a field and
coast path to the Holy Well and Chapel of St Non before returning to the city and on to the Cathedral.
Treasures in our Gardens & Hedgerows - Sat 17th July, 2021 10.00 am - 4.00 pm
Flowers in Wales: How do their Welsh names inspire our thinking? A talk and visit to the Cathedral Community
Garden, picnic and guided reflection, before walking the peninsula (2 miles) to locate flora in its habitat followed by
tea in a flower garden.
Cathedral Explorers: Family Sessions - Tues & Thurs, July & Aug, 11.00 am - 12.30 pm & 2.30 pm - 4.00 pm
Choose from 3 different themes, Colour & Pattern, making art using images from the Cathedral; Light and Shadow,
creative use of the Psalms to make your own artwork; and Inspired by the Welsh Translators, a look at our Welsh
Bibles as inspiration for art and calligraphy.
Climate Pilgrimages: COP26 - 8 miles: Sat 7th Aug; 11.00 am - 4.00 pm; Sunset Circular - 4 miles: Fri 30th
July, 6.00 pm - 9.15 pm & Fri 27th August, 5.00 pm - 8.20 pm
A guided walk to reflect on climate issues. Two different walks with stories to inspire in the company of others.
Tree Hugging Event - Sat 14th August, 2021 10.30 am - 12.30 pm
Join us to experience being close to our trees. A fun morning for all the family in the company of others in Erw
Dewi/Dewi's Acre Cathedral Community Garden.
Information & Booking, visit ‘What’s On’ - Events at www.stdavidscathedral.org.uk
Or e-mail: education@stdavidscathedral.org.uk
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Santa visits St Davids
despite pandemic
Santa dashed through St Davids on a flying visit
on the 19th December, just in time before the lock
down happened, organised by the carnival committee at the last minute. There was a lovely sense
of support from the local community. The committee consists of Teresa James, Lou Thomas, Nicola Guy, Mike Thomas, David Griffiths, Mike
Chant and Lucinda Lloyd.

Meals on Wheels return to St Davids
A Meals on Wheels service has returned to St Davids after several attempts by the County Council to re-establish the
service which last operated in St Davids in the late 1980s when it was run by the Royal Voluntary Service.
In the autumn of last year, under the umbrella of the St Davids Befrienders, a small group of people got together to
try once more to restart the service. After a couple of meetings, it was decided to approach Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi to
enquire whether the school canteen could be used to prepare the meals. The Headteacher was very receptive to the
idea, saying that he and his staff would be delighted to repay the community for supporting the school when it faced
closure four years ago.
He added that it was also part of the school ethos to encourage citizenship amongst its pupils and for the school to be
involved in reaching out to the wider community in this way would be central to that. In January 2021, a number of
officers from the authority led by Sarah Oliver, Business Change Manager, and Sandra Gardiner, Catering Manager,
met online with the Meals on Wheels group to explore the proposal. Three months on the service launched on a
weekly basis on 21st April 2021.
The volunteering group leafletted 700 homes in the peninsula and as a result 16 clients were identified. These 16
have been the first recipients of the service and it is hoped that there will be more. Volunteers collect the meals from
the school for delivery in heated thermal containers each Wednesday for delivery at mid-day. If you would like to
receive Meals on Wheels, or to be a volunteer deliverer, please telephone 07767 398 924.
There are five separate menus, each including a main course
and a dessert. On each delivery, next week’s menu is checked
with the client for any allergies and intolerances. The cost of
each meal is £4.50. Payment can be made on the day of delivery, in cash, or alternatively by weekly direct debit.
The Meals on Wheels group, Cllr Bethan Price, Cllr Alan
York, Cllr Richard and Rebecca Thornton, Glenys James and
myself would like to record their appreciation for the wholehearted support for the project given by the Council staff. It
would not have been possible without it.

St Davids Day Window Competition Winners 2021
The winners of this year’s St
Davids Day window competition
were Mathias Hardware Store of
Nun Street and Shan Price of
Haul Y Bore, Caerfai Road. The
former Mayor, Cllr Bira Sehmi
presented the winners with a certificate and a plaque. Seen in the
photos are Chris Mathias with
Cllr Bira Sehmi, and Shan Price
with her certificate.
Congratulations
to all participants.
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St Davids Tourist Association 50th Anniversary
by Chris Taylor

Muted celebrations because of pandemic but big plans for the future

This year sees the 50th Birthday of the St Davids Peninsula Tourist Association. The group had hoped to
mount a series of events, celebrations and exhibitions linked to a major recruitment campaign as it plans for
the next fifty years and even beyond, but inevitably these have had to be much curtailed in the difficult circumstances of the pandemic. Nevertheless, the association is looking forward
to the future with confidence.
Back in 1971, although the Wales Tourist Board had been founded just two years
earlier, together with the South Wales, Mid Wales and North Wales Tourism
Councils there were no locally based organisations, and traditionally the promotion of tourism had tended to be the preserve of local authorities and in particular
parish councils, which had often published guide books for their own areas,
In St Davids local entrepreneur David Lloyd, who was redeveloping Warpool
Court Hotel had felt strongly that some sort of locally based organisation with links to the existing
parish council could be the way forward, and he wrote several long letters to the clerk of the council
Mr Dennis Morgan, urging a more proactive role between the council and those working in tourism.
But eventually he and others involved with tourism would come to the conclusion that a membership organisation funded by subscriptions would in fact be the best way forward, although this
would not be without close co-operation with other organisations.
Also the world of local government was changing. 1972 would see the Heath government’s Local Government Reform Act which in Wales would result in the abolition of the old county, urban and rural district councils, and the
conversion of parish councils into community councils It was in this context that the new St Davids Tourist Association was created along lines which would essentially continue unchanged until the present day.
One very important decision made in those early days was that the association would not just represent members in
the city and parish of St Davids, but would extend to cover the parishes of Solva, Llanrhian and Mathry, in effect the
traditional peninsula of Dewisland. It was was also agreed that the association should not just represent the interests
of hoteliers and guest house proprietors but all accommodation providers including camping
and caravan sites.
Later this membership would be extended to any business which had an involvement with
tourism in the area. Restauranteurs, licensees, retailers, artists and gallery proprietors, attraction providers, boat owners, activity organisers and even letting agencies would all be allowed into membership. During the 1960s there had been an unsuccessful attempt to establish
a chamber of trade in St Davids, and for many the new association filled the gap left by its
collapse. Amazingly it has taken until this 50th anniversary year for the association to formally recognise its own diversity with a change in name to St Davids Peninsula Tourism and
Trade Association.
However, while asserting its independence, the new organisation was from the outset committed to working with other bodies and the first draft constitution very specifically allowed
for representation from the South Wales Tourism Council and Preseli Pembrokeshire Tourism Federation, albeit without voting rights, while some of the earliest printed publicity for
the area was produced in close consultation with the Wales Tourist Board itself, which designed the first flyer.
These brochures were initially all printed in Cardiff, although Preseli Printers in Fishguard
were used to produce accommodation list inserts. Also later involved were the C.I. Thomas and Graham Brace of Elidaprint in Haverfordwest. These early publications with photographs by Jacki Sime, Rod Williams and the late Robert Evans contained most of the visual ingredients to be found in today’s printed publicity, the cathedral, the coast and the
beaches.
Over the years the association has been served by a galaxy of local volunteers and dedicated committee members. One of those who has vivid memories of those early years is
Glenys James who, with David Lloyd as chairman was the association’s first secretary, a
post which she held for many years. ‘It was very hard work but we were determined to
make it a success,’ says Glenys. ‘It was hard going because not everybody believed in
what we were doing. “What do need a tourist association for?” they said, but look where
we have come to now.’
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Glenys recollects how in the early days when she did not even have a typewriter but needed to
produce notices for the association she used to write out everything in longhand for husband John
to take into the Western Telegraph offices on his way to work to be collected up later for distribution to the association members.
The designing of printed publicity eventually received a tremendous boost following the arrival in
St Davids of professional artist Rod Williams, who joined the association in the 1970s to promote
the residential painting courses which he ran from his own home. Rod created some remarkably
generic leaflets which also featured the cathedral and its rural hinterland. His contributions in the
1980s took publicity for the association to a new level and prepared the groundwork for the first
broadsheet which he designed in 1997 and for which photographer Philip Clarke took the pictures.
But if printing was important so also was the need for a physical presence in St Davids and there
was much discussion about the need for a Tourist Information Centre. A variety of solutions were
in fact adopted with at one stage a Wales Tourist Board caravan parked on land on which now
stands St Davids Apartments. The caravan was later moved to the Grove car park, now the site of
Oriel y Parc. However, determined to safeguard its independence, the association, with the active support of council
clerk David Nash, himself a member, very soon established a centre of its own in the old reading room at the City
Hall, where Siop y Bobol has been situated.
Crucial to its success was the contribution of the late Mrs Dorothy Walters who ran this
much needed centre calmly and effectively, dealing with visitors from far and wide, answering a huge variety of questions and in particular providing much needed information
about accommodation in the area, which as a true local she knew like the back of her
hand. So successful was Dorothy as the first information officer that the association extended its lease of the premises through the winter months installing a dedicated telephone
line for customer enquiries.
Following the success of this pioneer venture the National Park became involved as well.
From being a volunteer Dorothy now became a paid members of staff, and was joined by
Anona Gray, Nicola Armitage, and Sue King to provide a full time information service.
The National Park also revamped the facilities at the office, and these additions survive to
this day and have been used by Siop y Bobol. Eventually everybody would all relocate
when the Park opened its purpose built centre, now Oriel y Parc. Others who joined the
team included Jean Reed, Sue Phillips, Carole Lloyd and later Jane Pascoe.
The association’s many dedicated volunteers and officers have represented its whole geographical area. Following
David Lloyd’s initial chairmanship the post was held by Alan King and Douglas Baker, both former naval officers
and both running successful businesses in Middle Mill and Solva. Mentioning individual names is invidious but perhaps we should also note the dedication of long serving committee member Jill Morgan who has always sought to
protect the interests of members in the outer fringes such as Mathry and Llanrhian.
Here in St Davids Ian Panton has also made great efforts to make sure that St Davids is known to as wide a world as
possible. Glenys James has said that we should also not overlook the support given by those such as the Richard
Howells of Preseli District Council and Phil Roach of the National Park who oversaw the construction of Oriel y
Parc. The association has also been served by several secretaries and treasurers, including the late Irene Valentine .
In addition to its role in promoting tourism the association has always seen itself as
existing to assist the wider community. In the early years it was much involved with
the St Davids Carnival. Later it became a sponsor of the cathedral’s music festival,
and in association with the Western Telegraph it also established the annual Sand
Church competition at Whitesands, and more recently its own annual photographic
competition.
This is a remarkable story well worthy of celebration as the association looks forward to, and begins to plan for, its next half century. During the pandemic the work
has continued unabated and its new chair, Maura Kempster is keen to stress that all
members have been supported and advised regularly by its hard working committee
during the lockdowns
The association is always looking for new members and those who would like
their business advertised on the association’s mobile app, website social media
channels and its broadsheet, which is distributed throughout South Wales and
beyond, should e-mail secretary@stdavidsinfo.org.uk.
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St. Davids Rugby Football Club
Members of the Welsh Rugby Union, Pembrokeshire & District Rugby Union, &
SSE SWALEC National League, Division 3 West A.

The next 68 years!
St Davids Rugby Club continues to work towards the future, post Covid 19. Behind the scenes, work continues
apace to bring the club facilities into the modern age. To date, and within the last 7 years, the club has improved a
host of facilities and infrastructure which include a new roof, a new referees’ room, a new players’ treatment
room, a refurbished and remodelled kitchen, and two new boilers and heating system.

What’s new?
Shortly we are scheduled to complete a major refurbishment of the clubhouse bar which will indeed bring the club
into the 21st century. New toilets, a larger floor to ceiling viewing gallery, new flooring and a re-modelled bar area
are just some of the changes which will give the bar a vibrant, colourful and comfortable area in which to enjoy
the match day experience for both the senior and junior players, supporters, sponsors and visitors. This really is a
game changer as we look forward to providing rugby union to the young people of our peninsula for the next 68
years.

How can you help?
The club has even more ambitious plans to enhance its facilities. To help us on our journey to a bright future for
our local club, please consider supporting us in the following ways:
Become a member of St. Davids RFC – Contact John Williams (Membership Secretary) by e-mail to
stdavidsrugbyclub@gmail.com
Join the 100+ club. Monthly draws with cash prizes for £20 a year – Contact Gethin Evans (100+ Club Secretary) on 07980 276125 or e-mail gethinsolva@btinternet.com
Sponsor the club (matchday, pitchside sponsor boards, players kit) – Contact Jack Dudley on 07974 884256 or
e-mail jackdudley999@hotmail.co.uk

Have you seen a Blue Heart?
Our Mini Meadows project was launched this
Spring, with the simple goal of encouraging more
people to let their garden or land go a little ‘wild’,
in particular garden lawns and verges. Whether
it’s just a small corner allowed to grow long in ‘No
Mow May’ or a larger area left to grow throughout
late Spring and early Summer, it really can benefit
our local natural environment by allowing more
wildflowers to establish, provide more food for pollinators and great habitats for wildlife. And if you
don’t have a lawn, just a flower pot with some pollinator friendly plants will help! EcoDewi has been
handing out Blue Hearts, made from recycled
wood, for residents partaking in the project to put
up, highlighting the great work they are doing and
hopefully inspiring others to get involved. Get in
touch if you’d like to join in and receive one our
free blue hearts.

Dear Friend,
Although we have not yet been able to meet in person, your committee has been continuing to plan
ahead, and we are delighted to tell you that the 4th
Jeff Davies Award Competition, in conjunction with
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, is
going ahead for 2021.
The theme for the students for 2021 will be :
‘Pollinators your view’
Entrants will be asked
consider the range of Pollinators available to draw
upon from bees to beetles and use them to create
images in a natural setting.

To find out more about
EcoDewi, one of our projects or to sign up for our enewsletter, visit our website
https://ecodewi.org.uk, email
jeremy@ecodewi.org.uk or
check out @EcoDewiGroup
on Facebook, Instagram or
Twitter.

The imagery must relate to the setting of the St Davids Peninsula, and consider such issues as global
warming, parasites etc. enabling plants to produce
seed and fruit.
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EcoDewi

Eleri and Katy weighing litter
collected at Porthlysgi Bay

EcoDewi, St Davids Peninsula’s environmental community group, has been pushing ahead with projects
over the last few months with a few exciting developments. In particular, we were over the moon to be successful with our Sustainable Development Fund bid from the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority! Whilst we still need to source some matching funding, the
grant will support an 18 month project allowing us to develop even
more community engagement, some biodiversity and decarbonisation
land management work and more beach cleans amongst other things.
We will shortly be promoting dates for our new series of Talks & Networking events, which will take place every two months at different
locations across the Peninsula.

We have restarted our beach cleans and hope to have at least one every couple of months, the last one being at
Porthlysgi; huge thanks for support from Eleri and team at Treginnis Uchaf Farm, the National Trust and Ian Meopham, PCNPA Ranger. Keep an eye on our social media channels for dates and locations, do come along and if
you have a suggestion for a beach to clean please e-mail Katy and Estelle at beachcleans@ecodewi.org.uk.

St Davids Community Garden
Have you heard about the exciting new community garden in St Davids? Called Erw Dewi or
Dewi’s Acre, the garden is located next to the Canonry in the Close, down by the cathedral, and
is the result of an exciting collaboration between EcoDewi and St Davids Cathedral.
Work began in November last year, clearing much of this overgrown and unused site with a team of
local volunteers. EcoDewi managed to secure a Local Places for Nature community development package from
Keep Wales Tidy which provided us with a wide range of equipment and tools, including a greenhouse, raised beds
and lots of plants. In early spring a new path, with 28 tons of material, was installed by our amazing volunteers and
this has made the garden much more accessible to visitors. Since then, seeds have been sown, plants have been put
out into the beds, fruit trees planted and the garden is really coming together.
Open to absolutely everyone, local peninsula residents and visitors, we run weekly volunteering sessions. Our aim
is that the garden will suit people with a range of different interests; fruit and vegetable growing, tending to flowers, building wildlife habitats and caring for a mini wildflower meadow and orchard, making slate signs, creating
artwork for the garden, clearing the site or helping build a new wooden structure. As part of our commitment to the
community and environment, we aim to be chemical free and will donate at least half of our produce back to the
community via the local food pod.
We have been really touched by the generosity of people. To name a few, Alan from Lower Treginnis Farm has
been dropping off spare veg and fruit plants, Bernie at St Davids Garden Nursery donated a wonderful pomegranate tree, Caroline and Nick at Dreamwood Dabbler donated bird boxes and Pembrokeshire County Council has
allowed us to dispose of huge amounts of green waste! And many of you have also been very generous, donating to
our live fundraising appeal. We are trying to raise £2,000 to allow us to install three new important features in the
garden. The appeal runs until the beginning of July and we still have about £700 to raise. To find out more or to
donate, please visit https://localgiving.org/dewis-acre.
So if you have not been down already why not pop
down to say hello and find out more? We would definitely welcome more volunteers, as there is always lots
to do and we have ambitious plans for the second half of
the garden which we have not even started on yet! That
said, please also feel free to just pop down, take a seat
and enjoy the natural space and sound of birdsong.
We currently meet in the garden every other Friday and
Saturday morning, starting at 10.00 am. Information is
currently on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/
dewisacre but feel free to email Sophie or Jeremy at
hello@dewisacre.org.uk for more information.
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Some of the team at our volunteering day laying
a new wood chip path around the raised beds.

Tabernacl celebrates Plygain - keeping a unique Christmas tradition.
For many decades, a Christmas tradition has been maintained
at Tabernacl Chapel in St Davids. Since about 1785 at Capel y
Gornel in New Street and subsequently from 1817 at Tabernacl
in Goat Street, a traditional Plygain service has been held by
the Calvinistic Methodists at 6.00 am on Christmas day. Since
the 1860s, the Christmas anthem “Hosanna heddiw sydd” has
been sung at the end of the Plygain service. This anthem has
been attributed to David Evans, a miller at Twr y Felin, and a
greatly respected elder at Tabernacl Chapel.
The chapel had been decorated as usual for the Christmas services by Matthew James and Malcolm Gray, two of our
team of elders. But the presence of a deadly new Covid variant meant that no services were held this year at Tabernacl. We would all be shielding from the coronavirus.
But we could still sing our anthem. Jane James, the great grand-daughter of David Evans and I joined in song, Thus,
on the afternoon of Christmas Eve, outside the front of the chapel, we sang the Christmas Anthem and the tradition
was maintained. The north wind howled, the crows cawed and croaked and the traffic roared past in Goat Street.
Jane’s son Geraint filmed the performance. But the anthem was duly sung and the one hundred and sixty year tradition was proudly kept.
Sometime after Christmas, Jane and I sang the anthem again, this time within the chapel. Mathew James accompanied on the organ and his brother Geraint filmed the event.
When this emergency is over, we shall meet again on Christmas morning to celebrate the birth of Jesus by holding
our traditional Plygain Service, where we will proudly sing
our unique Christmas Anthem.
May I thank everyone at Tabernacl, elders, members and
friends for their support during this difficult time. Together,
we kept this honourable tradition and celebrated Christ’s
birth despite all difficulties.
Wiliam Owen (Minister of Tabernacl Chapel)

Merched Y Wawr
Yn ystod y misoedd anodd diweddar mae aelodau Cangen Bro Ddewi wedi bod yn brysur iawn diolch yn bennaf i'r llywydd, Pearl Kaill. Mae hi wedi cadw cysylltiad cyson â'r aelodau gan osod cystadlaethau amrywiol iddynt
a chynnig gweithgareddau i'w cadw'n llawen.
Trefnodd gystadleuaeth gorffen limrig enillwyd gan Margaret Mills:
Ble mae Merched y Wawr Bro Ddewi
Yn mynd ar eu gwyliau eleni?
I Sbaen neu Awstralia?
Neu criws i Fienna?
Na, wythnos fach neis yn Nhrecenny.
Yn ail oedd Nan ac Anona yn drydydd.
Rhoddodd nifer gynnig i ddatgelu enw merch wrth ddatrys llythrennau cyntaf gwledydd penodol.
Bu Shân Morgan,Liz Young,Nan George,Elspeth Cotton a Margaret Mills yn llwyddiannus i gael CATRINA yn ateb
cywir.
Liz enillodd y dasg o greu brawddeg acrostig o'r gair BRECHLYN.
Bydd rialtwch ein chwerthin lond y neuadd.
Elspeth ddaeth yn ail a Margaret yn drydydd.
Mae ambell aelod wedi ymuno â'r ymgyrch cenedlaethol i wau hetie bychain i'w gosod ar ben poteli 'smoothies ' y
cwmni Innocent.Bydd y cwmni yn cyfrannu 25 ceiniog i Age UK am bob potel a werthir tuag at y cyfanswm o ryw
3 miliwn punt a godwyd hyd yn hyn.
Rhoddodd y llywydd gynnig ar baratoi pum gwahanol poten yng nghystadleuaeth coginio 'Gŵyl Haf' y mudiad
cenedlaethol a daeth yn gydradd ail gyda'i photenni lliwgar a deniadol.
Gobeithio gaiff y Gangen gwrdd cyn bo hir ond nes hynny cadwed pawb yn ddiogel ac yn iach.
12

New Peninsula Producers Food Hub
A new producer’s food hub was set up in St Davids last summer with the
aim of creating a sustainable food system on our peninsula. The quality
and range of produce on our doorstep is incredible and something that
we should be very proud of.
The hub wants to connect more of the community with these exceptional producers, and vice versa. By helping to give more producers the opportunity and
confidence to reach a wider market, the hub has seen more and more locally
sourced food and drink become available. This all helps to create a secure and
sustainable food system on our peninsula
So how does it all work? The best way to imagine the hub is an online
farmers’ market. The ‘market’ opens every Saturday at 10.00 am and closes
the following Thursday at 12.00 pm. Customers simply log on and browse through all the wonderful produce which
they select, add to their basket and pay for online. As well as seeing the produce on offer, customers can click on
each item to learn more about the producer to that they can make an informed choice as to where their food comes
from.
When the ‘market’ closes the producers receive an email with their orders and spend the next couple of days baking,
harvesting, cooking, or packing their produce. The producers all meet at St Davids Rugby Club where all the produce
is put into the customers’ boxes. The customers then arrive between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon to pick up their box of
locally sourced produce. Simple! For the customers, this gives them the opportunity to select produce from over 20
local producers and pick it all up in one place. They know exactly where their food comes from and exactly who they
have supported, and have done so with ease.
For the producers, this system provides an efficient method of selling their produce and is a no waste model. For example, when Lower Treginnis receive their pick list they know exactly how many cauliflowers to harvest. If they
were having to attend a farmers market every week and sit on a stall all day, what they harvest would be a guess and
most probably they would have waste at the end of the day.
The hub started with a few producers and in our first week we had just five orders. Over the last nine months we
have helped over 30 producers connect with their community and are now packing over 50 boxes every week. The
success of the hub is down to the quality of the produce on offer and the support given to these producers from the
community. This symbiotic relationship is strengthening our food system, and our community, and we are very excited for the future.
So how do I order?
Facebook: If you ar e on Facebook simply sear ch for ‘Peninsula Producers Food Hub’ and follow the link to the
shop there.
Weekly newsletter: To r eceive a weekly newsletter with news and updates to what is available on the hub then
please scan the QR code (looks like a bar code) in this article with your phone and you will be taken to a sign-up
page. There will be a link to the shop front on the e-mail.
E-mail: If you would like to be added to the weekly newsletter that contains the link to the shop fr ont then you
can email peninsulaproducers@outlook.com and you will be added.
The Peninsula Producers Food Hub is extremely excited for the future and looks forward to keeping you up to date
with our journey in the next newsletter.

Pollinating the Peninsula!

Dr Beynon’s Bug Farm, the Pembrokeshire Nature Partnership and Eco Dewi are working together on an
exciting new project to provide a packet of native wildflower seed to each household of St Davids. The
seed will be accompanied by an article explaining how to create and look after your own wildflower meadow in your garden – whether that be in a window box or on a lawn.

One of the Bug Farm’s
wildflower rich meadows

This project follows on from the St Davids Pollinator Trail project and the
subsequent designation of St Davids as Wales’s first Bee Friendly City. Residents who sow the seed will then be invited to collect a sign from The Bug
Farm for them to display in their garden to show that they are gardening for
nature. For those residents who already have one of EcoDewi’s blue hearts,
the badge will fit nicely in the
middle of the blue heart as a
power-up! More information
will be announced soon.
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Art group looking for new members
The St Davids and Solva Art Group is actively looking for new members to
join in 2021/2022.We meet weekly on a Monday morning at the Solva Football Clubhouse. This is an opportunity to paint with fellow members, enjoying the support and informal sharing thoughts, ideas and experience in a relaxed environment.
Three or four times a year we invite professional artists to come for the day and
demonstrate their style and techniques and we have two selling art exhibitions a
year, where members can exhibit their work to the general public. Also, there is a group website informing
everyone about our activities. Each member can have a dedicated page on the website to show their work,
linking to their own websites, if they have one, or other social media links. We have Facebook and Instagram accounts and use these social media platforms to advertise our exhibitions.
For more information, please go to our website where you will find more details
https://www.stdavidsandsolvaartgroup.co.uk/section880033.html. There you will find the contact details of
our Membership Secretary, Mary Edey who you can contact to arrange a visit to the Monday meeting to
come and see the group in action. We look forward to hearing from you.

In common with many other organizations and individuals, The History Society has had to adapt, temporarily,
the way in which it works and how it communicates
with and involves its members during the pandemic. We
decided quite early on in the first lockdown that we
needed to continue to supply members with historical
information about the area, as that is one of our fundamental purposes.

However, we have reached the stage where we shall not
be able to continue in this way if more individuals do
not come forward with new offerings. We, therefore,
would like to invite members of the Society or others to
share information with us. If you have something to
contribute, please contact Helen Silverstone on
07399 978 975.
The committee has been meeting via Zoom and addressing various issues. One of the most pressing issues
has been that of storage of the Society’s archives and
items donated or bequeathed to us. This material is
growing. We have, to date been lucky enough to store
material in the Vestry of Ebenezer Chapel but this
space is now required for the Chapel’s own materials.
In addition, we have material bequeathed us which is
currently being sorted and other materials which has
been sorted and catalogued and all of this now requires
a home.

We, therefore, decided to send out an article each
month, by e-mail which would tell of happenings and
stories written by those who wished to contribute and
share such information. These articles, which we named
Virtual Talks, have ranged from the Story of Lucy Walters who lived at Roch Castle to dialect names for sea
birds and from a tour of carved masonry heads on the
outside of the Cathedral to the story of the Cleddau
crossing. They have proved popular, with numbers of
people expressing their appreciation and some offering
supplementary information. Those of our members
without email have had the articles posted or delivered
to them.

We should much appreciate suggestions from anyone who has a room or even a piece of land on which
a storage container could be parked. This material is
important for future generations of St Davids people
and is very much part of our heritage which we cannot afford to lose. Again, if you have any ideas,
please contact Helen.

One of the huge advantages of these articles has been in
providing the opportunity for smaller bites of information which would have been unlikely to provide hour
-long talks in the City Hall.

Christian Aid Appeal raises grand total of £1,800
The recent Greater Dewisland Christian Aid appeal raised a stunning total of £1,800, with £900 of that figure
being collected in the envelopes taken to the collection point at the relocated St Davids Bookshop. The organisers have expressed their thanks to all those who contributed so generously by delivering, labelling and
counting the envelopes.
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New Brewery up and running in St Davids
We are excited to introduce to you our brand new craft microbrewery @OldFarmhouseBrewery which we have
just completed on our family farm at Upper Harglodd, just outside of St Davids. In celebration of this, we’re
launching our official opening party on July 30th, with proceeds to Cancer Research Wales. Haverfordwest Male
Voice Choir will be providing some entertainment and our own ‘Dewisland Beef’ will be on the BBQ!! We
brewed our first beer in November 2020 and now have a core range of 3 ales, with our lager launching this summer. All of our brews are inspired by the landscape and environment around us, using our own well water and honey from our hives. This year we are hoping to be the first brewery in Wales growing and using our own home
grown malting barley! We are passionate about our farming roots with both of our families having farmed in Pembrokeshire for generations, and so sustaining our farm whilst respecting and working
with nature was key to our new adventure! For more information on the restoration and
conversion of the old farmhouse, used as the main farmhouse up until 1889, and about
our exciting new craft brewery follow us on Twitter, Instagram or Facebook or check
out our website www.oldfarmhousebrewery.co.uk. Iechyd da, Mark & Emma Evans

St Davids Bookshop moves to new location
St Davids Bookshop has left its old home on The Pebbles and moved to a
new location at Maes Dyfed in the centre of the city. Proprietor Chris Taylor says that the move has provided a wonderful opportunity to create a new
bookshop for St Davids. ‘I was very anxious that St Davids should continue
to have a proper bookshop, and this is what we are trying to provide. While
we have maintained quite a lot of the characteristics of the old shop the
move has also given us a chance
to stock more UK best sellers,
more new and topical titles,
more children’s books in both
Welsh and English, more books
from Wales and more books by local authors. Our second hand department has survived the move and we are hoping to increase the number of
second hand titles that we hold. Moving the bookshop was quite an undertaking, and I am extremely grateful to Peter Hellon for all his hard
work in enabling this to happen, but we managed to reopen on 12th April,
the day that ‘non-essential’ shops were allowed to start trading again. We
have been delighted by the response from the community and by the fantastic level of support that we have received from the moment that we
reopened.’
St Davids Bookshop, 2 Ty Eurvil, Maes Dyfed, SA62 6SR 01437 720 480 stdavidsbookshop@gmail.com
15

Menevia WI celebrates its 50th Birthday

by Mary Edey, President

Menevia WI was 50 years old this May. It was started in 1971 when there was already an established WI in
St Davids that met on an afternoon, but this was not good if you had children or were working. A group of
ladies with children got together to start an evening meeting that became our very successful WI.
When I joined some 40 years ago there were over 60 members. It was, and still is, a
very active WI with craft, drama, gardening and walking groups. Some of you with
long memories may remember the pantomimes that were produced every other year
with a cast of dozens, all great fun.
We celebrated the event with a socially distanced gathering together at Oriel y Parc
where, once we were all set up, the sun disappeared and the drizzle started. After all
this is Pembrokeshire. This did not dampen our spirits and we were all determined to
enjoy ourselves. The fantastic cakes, one fruit and the other sponge, made by Julie
Evans were duly cut by Rita Howells, a founder member, who has been with us for 50
years, and myself as president. Bottles of Prosecco were popped and drunk by all.
We also hope to have a ‘proper’ indoor celebration later in the year and hope to be
able to invite many guests to join us. We intend to place a commemorative bench in
the new Community Garden to be found down in the Cathedral Close in the Autumn.
Roll on the next 50!!
Rita Howells and President Mary Edey cutting the birthday cake

New Plans for Belmont House

Dean Sarah reports

When the shop at Belmont House closed early in 2020 we at the Cathedral were among
those wondering what might happen next to this handsome building at the heart of our
city, which had been on sale for some time. But then the spark of an idea took root, began to grow, a proposal took shape, and so, despite the added complexities and uncertainties of the pandemic, the Friends of St Davids Cathedral, which is an independent charity, purchased the
building, taking possession just before Easter.
Our plan is that The Dean and Chapter, which is the formal trustee body that runs the Cathedral, will rent the ground
floor from the Friends of the Cathedral, and reopen it as a shop and tea room, giving the Cathedral a footprint and
showcase at the heart of the City.
Why do we need this? Our first aim is to strengthen the links between the Cathedral and the City of which we are a
part. One hope we have is that the tea room can develop to become a sort of local community hub, a place that
groups and clubs and events can use throughout the year. Ideas are still developing!
Further, in the time before Covid-19, it was clear many visitors to St Davids were not actually able to get to the Cathedral. Some reached Porth y Twr, walked through the archway, saw the wonderful wow factor view but then were
daunted by the steps and steep slope. Others were on coach tours that did not allow enough time. So we want to let
all these experience something of what the Cathedral is all about. This might also entice some who had not planned
to visit to the Cathedral, to come and see for themselves!
Work has already begun to strip out the interior, and the new design will put the Cathedral on show. We’re making
other changes so that the shop inside the Cathedral will focus more on books and faith-related items, keeping the
Domus shop for gifts. We’re now looking at expanding a range of unique items, around the themes of Dewi, Non
and the Cathedral, to have at the Belmont. With both shop and café, we will focus on local makers and producers as
much as we can. We will also be creating new jobs, many all-year-round. In this way too, reopening and developing
Belmont House should bring tangible benefits to our local community and economy.
Overseeing all this is our new Retail Manager, Laura Davies, who joined us on 1st June. Some of you may remember her as a former manager of FatFace, so she knows us all well! Our aim is to open in the late summer. If you think
you can help us as a maker or supplier, or might be interested in joining our shop or tea room staff, do drop her an email, at laura@stdavidscathedral.org.uk.
We look forward to welcoming you all when we open for business!

Compiled and edited by Heidi Gray, Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by
St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk
or telephone 01437 721 137.
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