
 

  

Lord Lieutenant joins pupils from Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi  
in planting Platinum Jubilee tree 

The Lord Lieutenant of Dyfed Miss 
Sara Edwards recently teamed up 
with the pupils of Ysgol Penrhyn 
Dewi to plant a special tree at Non 
Campus to mark the Queen’s forth-
coming 2022 Platinum Jubilee cele-
brations as part of the Queen’s 
Green Canopy. Ysgol Penrhyn 
Dewi was one of seventy schools 
from across Britain invited to plant 
an Acer Campestre tree on behalf of 
Her Majesty. Miss Edwards was 
joined at the ceremony by the 
Mayor of St Davids Cllr Alan York, 
Acting Headteacher Rachael Thom-
as who welcomed her to the cere-
mony and Sub Dean of the Cathe-
dral Canon Leigh Richardson who 
blessed the new tree. Acer Campes-
tre trees are a native British species 
which in the Middle Ages were of-

ten used to create musical instruments. They are quick growing and produce magnificent autumn colours. The Lord 
Lieutenant, who was presented with flowers by pupils Tyler Watson Rose and Alexandra Pearce, said it had been a 
pleasure to visit the school and what a lovely way she felt it had been to mark the jubilee by planting trees and en-
couraging young people to be the future custodians of our green spaces, forest and woodlands.                                
Photo: Katherine Pearce 

City salutes  
Jasmine Joyce!  

 

St Davids City Council and 
community expressed their 
congratulations to Jasmine 
Joyce for her achievements at 
the postponed 2020 Olympics 
in Tokyo with this banner out-
side the City Hall. The commu-
nity is extremely proud of Jas-
mine and her success as a rug-
by Olympian.  Photo Bethan Price 

Whitesands New Year’s Day Swim 2022 
Join us for the 19th St Davids New Years Day Swim at Whitesands Bay.  
Registration from 11.00 am (*£5 minimum donation with free wristband) 

Swim at 12pm 
 

After the swim 
Join us for Cawl and Live Music at St Davids RFC. 

Free for wristbands holders or donations on the door. 
100% of all donations raised will go to the RNLI, Porthmawr Surf Life Saving Club and local charities.  

*To avoid delays advance registration and wristbands can be obtained in advance for a minimum of £5 from  
the Shalom Charity Shop, New Street, St Davids.  
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Dear Friends, 
 

Doesn’t time fly!  
 

In the six months since I became mayor I have enjoyed meeting many people and vis-
ited numbers of places. Covid has raged on in the world, limiting some events and 
cancelling others, and Covid is still with us in a big way though the big vaccination 
programme has eased most of its worst effects for us.  Keep yourself safe and follow 
government advice throughout this coming winter and all should be well.  
 

In my first week as mayor, I was invited to Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi (Non Campus) to meet the children in assembly. 
There was an ambition to run a Mini-Olympic games, since no-one could go to the real Olympics then shortly to be 
held. I encouraged the children in this, and their enthusiasm shone through. When I asked “who likes running and 
who likes jumping as in the Olympics?” every hand shot into the air. The children’s smiling faces were a joy. 
 

Then came the real Olympics and our own Olympic athlete, Jasmine Joyce, was there in Tokyo, competing for Brit-
ain in the Rugby Sevens. We are all so proud of her and her team in their achievement in reaching the semi-final. 
We erected a large banner at the City hall to celebrate our own Olympian. 
 

Then summer came and St Davids ‘enjoyed’ bigger numbers of holidaymakers than, I believe, ever before. The 
promised bumper summer had arrived! The one-way system for city traffic did not have a happy start. Lockdowns 
delayed the supply of better kerbs, and we had a late start only using last year’s system but with perhaps a slightly 
better signage arrangement. We look forward to any coming consultation for any one-way traffic arrangement. 
 

In August our carnival returned to universal pleasure, with a parade through the city led by the Pembroke Dock 
Samba Band. Several of us tried our hand at drumming at Waun Fawr, where the procession ended. Then came the 
judging and prizes, and funfair rides. A fabulous day! Thank you to all who helped organise this brilliant event. 
 

I was honoured to meet the Lord Lieutenant Miss Sara Edwards on my second visit to the Non school campus, 
where I joined the school’s Acting Headteacher, Mrs Rachel Thomas, staff, governors and pupils in watching the 
planting of a tree on the field as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy. This is something that was repeated in just sev-
enty schools in Britain to commemorate the 70th anniversary of the Queen’s accession and to emphasise the urgent 
need to create a greener world in the face of climate change. 
 

The Memory Café, at Oriel y Parc, has served its customers brilliantly for a long time, and we congratulate all the 
volunteers on their wonderful work. Annie Halliwell has now had to give up the leadership of this, and we give her 
the community’s heartfelt thanks. Perhaps there is someone in our community who can take up the baton, so that the 
café can restart. Get in touch with me to find out more.  
                                                                                       
Covid has stopped so many things and Siop y Bobol, a jewel in the crown of St Davids, has had to close its doors at 
least for the present. But several groups are currently able to operate, notably Coffee and Chat, the Indoor Bowls 
Club and the Youth Club. The Food Pod and St Davids Befrienders have continued throughout all the recent 
months, and Meals on Wheels has restarted for the autumn. And, indeed, the Dewisland People’s Shed is getting its 
premises at the Scout Hut ready for operation, and will open its doors for regular sessions on Tuesday December 7th 
at 10.00 am. Ring 07946418439 for details. 
 

In the New Year our St Davids Eisteddfod will take place on February 25th with the theme ‘Holidays’. This, as we 
all know, is a great celebration of Welsh language and culture. Entries should go to Mrs Glenys James. The second 
St Davids Festival of Ideas will take place from March 25th to 26th in the City Hall and Tŷ’r Pererin. A long time in 
the planning, this will celebrate ideas for the future of west Wales and the world. Speakers will include Rowan Wil-

liams, Mererid Hopwood, Guto Harri, and Eddie Butler, among others. Tickets will be available shortly on-line. 
 

All these activities and plans, past and current mean that we have all been a bit busy including Pauline and myself 
representing St Davids at Haverfordwest Portfield Fair, and the Pembroke Michaelmas Fair. I thank our office staff 
for their support in this. 
 

Now we look towards Christmas, knowing that Covid will restrict some family and community events. Sadly Covid 
advice means that we cannot have the Senior Citizens’ Christmas lunch this year. But the Christmas lights will be 
switched on as usual on December 4th,and I am told that Father Christmas will come. The annual Christmas tree 
competition is taking place, and chapels and churches will celebrate the birth of Jesus. 
 

We all look forward to family time at the turn of the year, with presents, Christmas meals, and re-unions. Pauline 
and I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Nadolig Llawen a  Blwyddyn Newydd Dda. 
  
With all best wishes, Alan. 

Letter from the Mayor, Cllr Alan York                                                                                        
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Well supported Civic Sunday Service 

The Mayor and St Davids City Councillors welcomed other Mayors and Civic Leaders from throughout the county 
at the recent Civic Sunday service at the Cathedral which was conducted by Sub Dean Canon Leigh Richardson.  

A certificate of recognition has been presented to 
former Responsible Finance Officer, Paul Evans 
for his many years service to St Davids City Coun-
cil and the community. The certificate was present-
ed by the Mayor, Cllr Alan York. It paid tribute to 
the way in which he ‘quietly and selflessly’ dedi-
cated his time to helping others expecting nothing 
in return, and an appreciation of his hard work and 
integrity.     
 

Photos by Philip Clarke  

Certificate presented to Paul Evans  
to mark his retirement 

People’s Shed to open on December 7th  
We are really pleased to announce that the Dewisland People’s Shed is to open on 
Tuesday December 7th at 10.00 am in the Scout Hut in Ffynnon Wen. 
 
Come along for a cup of tea or coffee and see the place. Our newly set up workshop for all 
sorts of craftwork, including wood and metalwork, will be available for inspection, along 
with our wide range of tools and our IT equipment. Everything is available for anyone’s use, so come and see what 

you might get up to, or bring 
a group to see the large 
meeting room and judge its 
usefulness for you. Discus-
sion groups, social groups, 
or any individuals who 
might like to just come for a 
visit, are all welcome. This 
is a community facility and 
we will be open regularly on 
Tuesday mornings, or when-
ever you want at other times 
by booking.  
 
Ring 07946418439 for more 
details. 
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Shalom House Day Centre News 
 

We are currently welcoming patients from 11.00 am – 3.00 pm each weekday. We have extensive 
covid safety measures in place to ensure the safety of our patients and the team. Get in contact if you, or 
someone you know would like to attend the day centre. Call us on 01437 721344 or e-mail  
info@shalomstdavids.org. 
 
Both our charity shops in St Davids and Fishguard have our charity Christmas cards in stock. We also 

have a wide selection of cards covering a range of occasions and events. 
After struggling to find a builder, after the tarmacking of the car park, our wall is in the process of being 

rebuilt, albeit with a slightly wider access. 
We carried out some filming last month with, Behind the Lens Media, to create some promotional videos 

for Shalom House and for fundraising. The talented actor, Owen Teale, star of Game of Thrones and 
Line of Duty, agreed to donate his time to narrate the videos for us. 
We are planning a “Year of Fundraising” in 2022, watch this 
space!! 

Our raffle tickets are now on sale. We have an amazing selection of 
prizes from generous local businesses such as Twr y Felin Hotel, 
Falcon Boats, St Davids Escape Rooms and Mamgu Welsh Cakes 
to name just a few. A full list of prizes will be on our social media 
soon. 

Both of our charity shops are open so please come along and support 
us, all donations are very gratefully received! Remember your local cancer charity needs your kind do-
nations to keep helping those who need our support. To keep fully up to date with the shops please 
follow our Facebook pages; Shalom House Charity Shop – St Davids and Shalom Charity Shop – 
Fishguard.  
 

If the shops aren’t for you, we have other volunteering roles too, including Volunteer Drivers. Our wonder-
ful drivers collect and drop home those who come into Shalom House for care and support in  

safety. This role requires up to a few hours support in the morning and again mid-afternoon. We have 
our own car for use by drivers.  
 
Shalom House volunteers and fundraisers are the backbone of our support and any help, no mat-
ter how big or small makes a big difference! Contact our Business Manager Sam on  
samwilsoncroft@shalomstdavids.org for more details or an application form. 
If you have any ideas for fundraising or would like to be involved, please get in contact. 
 

All donations are gratefully received via the website at:  

Home - Shalom House Palliative Care (shalomstdavids.org)  

Postal / Cheque donations can be sent to Sam Wilson-Croft, 
Shalom House, 113 Nun Street, St  Davids, Pembrokeshire, 
SA62 6BP and of course everyone is welcome to pop into one of 
our shops in St Davids or Fishguard to say hello and maybe find 
a little something nice or pop in a donation. 

The sun was smiling down on Whitesands on 
the 10th of August this year for the Annual 
Sandchurch Competition organised by the St 
Davids Tourism and Trade Association. Lots 
of people came to build – not sand castles but 
sand churches! The event was a big success, 
lots of fun and raised £110 for the RNLI 
beach lifeguards. The competition was judged 
by the Mayor, Cllr Alan York and Mayoress, 
Mrs Pauline York and the Cathedral’s Chief 
Operating  Officer, Judith Leigh.   

Annual Sandchurch Competition at Whitesands  

mailto:samwilsoncroft@shalomstdavids.org
https://www.shalomstdavids.org/
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Wedding Anniversary Celebrations  
Mr Morgan and Mrs Shan Richards celebrated their 
Golden Wedding on Saturday 21st August 2021 and 
were presented with a bouquet of flowers by the Mayor, 
Cllr Alan York on this important anniversary.  
Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau ohonoch!  

Celebrating their Golden Wedding Anniversary during the pan-
demic were Mr Gerry and Mrs Sally Martyn. To mark the anniver-
sary they were presented with flowers by the Mayor, Cllr Alan 
York on behalf of the City Council. Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau 
ohonoch!  

Mr Phil and Mrs Lett Harris were married at St Davids Cathedral 
fifty years ago and celebrated their anniversary on Saturday 24th 
July 2021. The Mayor, Cllr Alan York presented them with a bou-
quet of flowers to mark the occasion. Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau 
ohonoch!  

Mr Jim and Mrs Jennifer Phillips recently celebrated their 
50th Wedding Anniversary and were presented with a bou-
quet of flowers by the Mayor, Cllr Alan York to mark the 

occasion. Llongyfarchiadau i'r ddau ohonoch!  

Mr Ken and Mrs Irene Broaders celebrated their Golden Wedding 
on Saturday 31st July 2021 and received a bouquet of flowers on 
behalf of the City Council from the Mayor, Cllr Alan York. Llongy-
farchiadau i'r ddau ohonoch!  

John and Jacqui Phillips have also celebrated their Golden Wedding in September  
and received flowers from the City Council.   
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Cathedral Bishop’s Crozier goes 
on display in British Museum 

 

A 12th century Bishop's cro-
zier from the Cathedral spent the 
summer this year on loan to the 
British Museum in London as part of 
its first exhibition since lockdown: 
Thomas Becket Murder and the 
Making of a Saint.  Normally on dis-
play in the Cathedral Treasury, the 
Crozier is part of a group of rare sur-
vivals from the 12th and 13th centu-
ry life of the Cathedral, and repre-
sents the artefacts used in churches 
at the time of Thomas Becket.  

 

The exhibition marked 850 years since Becket's bru-
tal and public murder on 29th December 1170. 
Within a year of the murder, the Norman King Henry 
II, whose knights had killed Becket, controversially 
visited the shrine of St David on Michaelmas Day on 
pilgrimage as part of his penance. This was the same 
Norman King who was the adversary of Arglwydd 
Rhys, The Lord Rhys, and who blocked Gerald of 
Wales from becoming Archbishop of St Davids. Lord 
Rhys and Gerallt Gymro are both buried in the Ca-
thedral. 
 

All these threads came together on a busy Michael-
mas Day in September in a series of special services 
and events, when Cathedral Library records and 
Treasury Collection were used to share a part of our 
Cathedral's story from 850 years ago.  
 

The crozier that went to London for the summer of 
2021 is now back on display in the Cathedral Treas-
ury and can be viewed there whenever the Cathedral 
is open. The Cathedral Library is open to the public 
most Monday and Friday afternoons. Tours and vis-
its can be requested on e-mail  
Library@StDavidsCathedral,org.uk. The day that 
Thomas Becket was murdered was 29th December, 
just after Christmas Day. On 29th December this 
year there will be a service at 8.00 am in the St 
Thomas Becket Chapel in St Davids Cathedral. All are 
welcome. 

Remembrance Sunday Parade 

The annual Remembrance Commemorations were well 
supported by the City Council, the 14th Signal Regi-
ment (EW), the Cathedral Choir and clergy, local or-
ganisations and the community at the parade at Cross 
Square and at the service at the Cathedral. The march to 
Cross Square was led by the drummers of the OC 948 
Squadron, Air Training Corps. The first wreath was laid 
by the Deputy Lord Lieutenant, Mr Meurig Raymond 
DL CBE, followed by the Mayor and representatives 
from other bodies and the bugler was Morgan Price. 
Photos by Flight Lieutenant Philip Walker RAF college Cranwell 

 

St Davids Youth Club 
Every Tuesday 6.30pm - 8.30pm  

St Davids City Hall   
If you’re 11+ and want to get involved,  

get in contact with  
Chris or Ell on 07717 345 935 or 07824 509 275 
For an insight into what we do check out our 

Facebook and Instagram @solvastdavids 
Booking is no longer required and there is no 
limit to participant numbers, however we still 

need you to wear masks when indoors.  

mailto:Library@StDavidsCathedral,org.uk
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Menevia WI celebrates its 50
th

 Anniversary 

Menevia WI is this year celebrating its 50th Birthday. The Committee thought long and hard about how we 
could celebrate this event, given that the pandemic had made it impossible for us to have the party we were all 
looking forward to. We decided that we would like a solid and lasting memorial to commemorate this birth-
day, which is quite a milestone, and approached the team behind Erw Dewi / Dewi’s Acre, St Davids Commu-
nity Garden, to see if we could locate something there.  Having met with Jeremy Wadia, EcoDewi’s rep on the 
garden project and the Revd Sophie Whitmarsh, the Cathedral’s representative, we came to an agreement 
and subsequently Menevia WI commissioned a Commemorative Bench to go in this beautiful and peaceful 
new garden space.  
 
On Thursday 14th October we invited our members along to the Community Garden to witness our County Chair-
man, Jenny Longland, unveil the plaque on the bench which reads To Commemorate the First 50 Years of Menevia 
WI 1971 – 2021. Our President, Mary Edey, thanked everyone and reminisced about her 40 years of being a WI 
member, remembering all the fun, laughter and friendship she had found along the way. Revd Sophie blessed the 
bench and prayed that all who come and sit there will enjoy the peace and tranquillity of the garden. We hope many 
people will enjoy a sit down with a flask of coffee to listen to the birds singing after a walk around the Cathedral. 
 
The Members then travelled to the Bug Farm for an afternoon tea and social time, followed by our October meeting.  
The raffle prize kindly provided by Jenny Longland was won by Rachel Sharp. Our next meeting will be in Novem-
ber in the City Hall and this will be the AGM. The December meeting will be our Christmas Dinner at The Cross.  
 
Erw Dewi / Dewi’s Acre has been established after many months of hard work by volunteers working to free the 
ground of many years of neglect. The site was heavily overgrown with brambles back in November 2020 but in the 
most part these have now been cleared to make way for vegetable beds, fruit trees and wildflowers, as well as wild 
areas preserved for nature.  
 
The Community Garden in St Davids is open to all and if you find you have a couple of free hours every few weeks, 
the team there are always looking for more volunteers and you will be welcomed with open arms whatever your in-
terest. No gardening experience is needed! To find out more, please contact Jeremy or Sophie by emailing            
hello@dewisacre.org.uk or visit their Facebook page at www.facebook.com/dewisacre.    

Bws y Bobol / fflecsi buses - Volunteer Trustee opportunity  
 

Many of you will have seen or used Bws y Bobol or fflecsi buses carrying people to the local shops, clubs etc 
in and around St Davids. 

The buses are operated by Pembrokeshire Voluntary Transport (PVT) which is a charitable organisation. 
PVT has several other minibuses and accessible cars located about the county doing similar journeys as Bws 

y Bobol does for our community. 
PVT Charity is managed by a Board of Trustees - currently there are four trustees and we would like to in-

crease this number. 
If you are interested in becoming involved with PVT Charity and would like more information on becoming 

a trustee then please contact: 
 

Phil Kirby - PVT Trustee 
Tel: 01437 729375 

mailto:hello@dewisacre.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/dewisacre
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Christmas and New Year events at Oriel Y Parc  
 

Pop along and support us at Oriel y Parc in the run up to the festive period, we have locally sourced 
gifts, crafts and produce to spoil your friends and family this Christmas. We look forward to seeing 
you at some of our exciting events and exhibition offerings too. 
 

Exhibitions 
St Davids Room 

Molly Macleod – Leave no Trace 
Tuesday 30th November – Saturday 8th January 2022 

Inspired by the biodiversity of the Pembrokeshire coastline the exhibition documents an exploration of 
marks made by interacting with the landscape and its flora and fauna. Celebrating the unexpected yet famil-

iar topography of nature and how it can mirror the patterns and biological structures of the human body. 
This reflection encourages the audience to forge a deeper, more visceral connection to our natural environ-
ment enabling new pathways of empathy through abstract familiarity, in hope of leading to more engage-
ment with local conservation and rewilding efforts. Cuttlebone Goyotaku prints mimicking giant finger-
prints , leaves imprinting their veins, seaweed branching out like neural networks, soil chromatography 

pooling in iris circles gazing back at the viewer. 
 

Discovery Room 
Toni Marriner - FUSION OF TIME AND COLOUR 

Wednesday 3rd November – Saturday 18th December 
Toni has been making unique fused glass pieces for many years, focusing on decoration for the home and 

personal adornments. This exhibition is highlighting time pieces and panels showing the colour and texture 
that can be achieved in fusing glass. Fused glass jewellery with dichroic glass displays two different col-

ours depending on lighting conditions due to the fine layers of metals or oxides on the glass. Each of these 
glass pieces have been individually hand cut and fused two or three times in the kiln in my studio to give 

texture and depth of colour. 
 

Tower Space 
Charlotte Cortazzi - Journey around the Pem-

brokeshire Coast 
Tuesday 2 November –  

Saturday 18th December 
Charlotte has lived close to the Pembrokeshire 

coast since 1992 and creates paintings inspired by 
the landscape and the magic of the light and col-
our through the changing seasons. In her paint-
ings she often explores the theme of a journey 

painting pathways, views through archways, trees 
and holes in the rocks, for her these are transitions 
between what we perceive as the real world and 

the world of our imagination. 
 

Christmas Markets 
Oriel y Parc Courtyard  10.00am - 3.00pm 

Saturday 27 November & 4 December  
Join us for our festive outdoor markets with a se-
lection of locally produced gifts, crafts, food and 
products. A great festive experience with the café 

offering festive drinks and treats. 
FREE Car Parking and Entry 

 
Christmas Closing dates 

Oriel y Parc Visitor Centre and Gallery will be 
closed from Monday 20th December 2021 – Re-

opening on Monday 3rd January 2022.  
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St Davids Library 
 

Many customers have expressed how happy they are to browse the shelves in person at  
St Davids library after a long closure due to Covid 19.  

 

The library has returned to opening on Tuesdays from 10.00 am to 5.00 pm,  
and Thursdays 10.00 am to 5.00 pm (closed between 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm) 

 

The Library will offer the popular order and collect service and access to the public computer. 
To access the 24/7 e-Library, log on to 

 pembrokeshire.gov.uk/libraries-and-culture, and select ‘24/7 e-Library’. 
For more information on browsing, public access to PCs and the order and collect service, visit  

pembrokeshire.gov.uk/libraries-reopening 

http://pembrokeshire.gov.uk/libraries-and-culture
http://pembrokeshire.gov.uk/libraries-reopening
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Paul awarded Maundy Money 
but no Royal presentation because of pandemic 
 
At the beginning of April of last year Paul Evans should have been travelling 
to St George’s Chapel, Windsor to be presented with Royal Maundy Money 
by Her Majesty The Queen. The traditional annual Royal Maundy service 
had been planned for Maundy Thursday which last year occurred on 9th 
April, but by 23rd March Prime Minister Boris Johnson had told the people of 
Britain to stay at home and at the same time similar restrictions were intro-
duced in Wales by First Minister Mark Drakeford and the Welsh Govern-
ment. The service was inevitably cancelled. 
 
So, instead of being able to enjoy all the pageantry which would normally take 
place at the service, Paul, like all the other intended recipients of the award, had to 
receive his through the post with an official letter of regret from the Queen, and 
although future Maundy services will go ahead as planned at other venues, the 
2020 event will not be recreated. 
 
Paul was nominated for the award for Christian service to the community, and it was a complete surprise to him 
when he received a notification from the Royal Almoner at Buckingham Palace telling him that he had been selected, 
with the additional information that he would have been able to take one guest with him. 
 
The tradition of the Royal Maundy service in Britain is a very old one, and its inception can be dated right back to 
the Last Supper when Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and instructed them to love one another, and today’s 
commemoration is still essentially a call to the service of others. The way in which the ceremony is celebrated has 
changed over the centuries but not the essential message itself. 
 
Mediaeval monarchs for many centuries continued the washing of feet, and although by the time of Queen Elizabeth 
I’s reign the giving of coins ‘dole money’, was also being introduced, the actual ceremony of the washing of feet sur-
vived through and beyond the civil war, with Charles 11 also restoring some of the customs established by the Tu-
dors. In subsequent centuries monarchs tended to allow the distributions to be carried out by officials, but the person-
al involvement of the monarch was re-established in 1932 when George Vth distributed the Maundy at Westminster 
Abbey, the beginning of the modern Royal Maundy Service as we know it today. 
  
By tradition the number of recipients equals the number of years of the Sovereign’s life. The money involves a red 
purse including a sum of £5.50. In 2020 this involved a £5.00 coin commemorating the 250th anniversary of birth of 
William Wordsworth, and a 50p coin celebrating team GB in the then planned 2020 Olympics. There was also a 
white purse containing Maundy coins, silver pennies, twopence, three pence and fourpence pieces totalling 94 pence 
the then sovereign’s age. 

  
At the cathedral Paul has been a long serving mem-
ber of the Parochial Church Council its treasurer, 
People’s Warden and chief steward overseeing many 
important events, and in the wider parish he has been 
involved with numerous local organisations, perhaps 
most notably the original fund raising committee for 
Shalom House.  
 
From its inception he has assisted with the accounts 
for Siop y Bobol and professionally he has also been 
the Responsible Financial Officer for the City Coun-
cil (see our separate story). Yet despite so many on-
erous responsibilities he has always seemed to have 
been able to find that little bit of extra time to assist 
numerous groups and individuals in our community. 
 
It is now some forty years since the holding of the 
first, and to date only, modern Royal Maundy 
Service in Wales, here in St Davids in 1982, alt-
hough it is probable that Edward I may have dis-
tributed some form of Maundy in north Wales in 
1284.  

St Davids Community Forum  
Fforwm Cymunedol Tyddewi 

 
Residents of the St Davids area are invited to attend an 
Extraordinary General Meeting of the St Davids Com-
munity Forum called to discuss a proposal to close the 
Forum. The meeting is open to St Davids residents on-
ly. 
 

The meeting is on  
Monday 6th December 2021 

in the City Hall.   
 

Doors open at 7.00pm and the meeting starts at 7.30pm. 
Please note that the maximum allowed attendance in 

the City hall is 60 people due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

www.stdavidshub.org.uk 

Photo Philip Clarke  
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When the service came to the cathedral in 1982 it 
was only the Queen’s second visit to St Davids, hav-
ing first come here in 1955 on her post coronation 
tour of Wales, and as at all Royal Maundy events it 
was a service of pageantry and spectacle. It was also 
the first time that the Maundy coins had been mint-
ed in Wales. 
 
As is customary for all Royal Maundy services Her 
Majesty was accompanied by her personal Bodyguard, 
the Yeomen of the Guard and also by the Choir of H M 
Chapel Royal who joined the Cathedral Choir for the 
service. Both the Yeomen and the visiting singers were 
accommodated for their visit at the then very popular St 
Non’s Hotel - now St Non’s Apartments. 
 
There were 56 recipients at the service that year, all 
from west Wales representing churches, chapels and 
voluntary organisations from throughout the diocese 
and area.  
 
From St Davids there came three well-known personali-
ties: the legendary and much loved Miss C M Rees, 
who had taught so many generations of pupils at St Da-
vids Grammar School, now reincarnated as Ysgol Pen-
rhyn Dewi, from the cathedral Mrs Audrey Pim, inde-
fatigable fund raiser for a huge variety of worthwhile 
causes who was involved with so many church organi-
sations, and from the former St Davids Church In Wales 
School our present sub dean Leigh’s step grandfather 
James Watson who had been the lollipop man at the 
school seeing so many children safely across the road.   
 
This was such a remarkable event at the time that the 
whole service was broadcast live on BBC Wales Televi-
son and watched by many thousands of viewers. The 
Queen who was accompanied for the second time in St 
Davids by the Duke of Edinburgh, sat in her unique 
Royal Stall in the Cathedral Quire while the Duke read 
the second lesson during the service. Afterwards the 
Royal couple attended a reception at the Deanery before 
departing for Haverfordwest and a lunch at the Masonic 
Hall. 
 
*One sad event the day before the service had been the 
death of St Davids lifeboat crew member Mr Gwilym 
Davies who had been due to receive the Maundy. The 
Queen sent her condolences to the family through Dr 
George Middleton and the Money was presented pri-
vately to his sister-in-law, Mrs Glenys Thomas. 
 

The Queen presenting the Maundy money to the late Mrs 
Audrey Pim - photo late R O Evans  

Nigel Allen retires from  
Fire and Rescue service 

 

Fire fighter Nigel 
Allen retired from 
St Davids Fire 
and Rescue Sta-
tion at the end of 
October 2021 af-
ter a long and loy-
al service record 
with Mid and 
West Wales Fire 
and Rescue Ser-
vice. Nigel first 
joined the Service 
as a Volunteer 
Fire Fighter on 
Caldey Island in 
September 1993 
reaching the rank 
of Leading Fire-
man during his 
seven year stay on the island. In August 2000 he trans-
ferred to St Davids Fire and Rescue Station joining our 
team as an on call Fire Fighter, and trained to become 
one of our Blue Light turn out drivers. In more recent 
years he has been involved in the set up and running of 
the St Davids Fire and Rescue Service Co-Responder 
unit. After 28 years of service the crew at St Davids fire 
station would like to say thank you and wish him well 
in his retirement and plans to travel - next stop China!!                                             
Photo Tracey Foster  

Welcoming Prince 
Charles to St Davids 

 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi School former Heads Maisie 
Millichip and Thomas Jones were among those who 
welcomed Prince Charles to St Davids when he re-
cently attended a special service at the Cathedral to 
mark 100 years of the Disestablishment of the 
Church in Wales. Both of them took part in the ser-
vice reading special prayers for the occasion. They 
are seen here with the Prince after the service togeth-
er with Headteacher David Haynes and Mrs Louise 
Haynes.                                    Photo, Philip Clarke 
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Speed limits for Carnhedryn and Berea 
Earlier this year requests were made to me by residents of both 
Carnhedryn and Berea for speed limits to be imposed in the two 
hamlets. 
 

I approached the Senior Traffic and Road Safety Engineer, Clare 
Williams, who duly put in place speed limit reviews on the A487 at Carnhedryn and the C3017 at Berea between the 
Caerhys junction and the Crug Glas junction.  I was very grateful for her prompt response. 
 

This involved introducing the 24 hour monitoring of traffic over a period of seven days which took place in Septem-
ber this year.  The overall average speed recorded through Carnhedryn proved to be 40mph with a 15 percentile of 
vehicles travelling at an average of 46.5mph.  The overall average speed recorded through Berea was 30.5mph with 
no significant volume of traffic exceeding that speed.  
 

In addition to this information the accident history of both locations would also be taken into account along with the 
class of road concerned and the extent of the built environment.  In Carnhedryn there was no recorded collision over 
the past three years and in Berea, just one single collision. 
 

Taken together, the evidence gathered for Carnhedryn supported the introduction of a 40mph speed limit which 
would include the installation of a combined speed limit/settlement gateway sign. 
 

With regard to Berea the evidence was that vehicles were already driving at speeds which were appropriate for that 
environment.  However, to encourage caution, the existing settlement signs would be replaced which would include 
the following message: ‘BEREA Gyrrwch yn ofalus Please drive carefully’. 
 

The implementation of the two schemes would take place in the next financial year.  It would be preceded by a no-
tice in the press, followed by a three week period of consultation to consider any objections. 
 

The support of Clare Williams in this exercise has been greatly appreciated by the residents who are delighted with 
the outcome. 

County Councillor  
David Lloyd 
01437 720 853 
david.lloyd@tyddewi-chambers.co.uk 

Merched Y Wawr  

Do you live within 10 minutes of the local Fire Station? 
St Davids Fire and Rescue Station are looking for On-Call Firefighters.  

For more information please see website below: 
https://www.mawwfire.gov.uk/eng/join-us/on-call-recruitment/ 

Cynhaliwyd cyfarfod agoriadol y flwyddyn newydd yng nghaffi Melin Tregwynt ar Ddydd Mercher 8fed Medi. Mar-
garet Mills oedd yn llywyddu am y tro cyntaf a chynigodd groeso arbennig i'r dwsin o aelodau oedd yn bresennol. 
Mynegodd pawb mor hyfryd oedd i gwrdd mewn person ar ôl adeg mor hir o aros ar wahan.Trafodwyd nifer o eitem-
au cyn mwynhau lluniaeth blasus caffi'r Felin. Penderfynwyd ceisio cwrdd eto mewn mis. 
 
Ar Ddydd Mercher 13eg Hydref ymdrechodd tua dwsin o aelodau i ymweld ag Oriel y Parc.Cawsant amser diddorol 
wrth iddynt syllu ar luniau'r arddangosfa 'Tir a Môr' lle mae'r ffotograffydd  Mike Perry yn ceisio tynnu sylw'r 
cyhoedd at yr argyfwng sy'n gwaethygu yn yr hinsawdd fan hyn yng Nghymru. Wedyn cafwyd cyfle i gynnal cyfar-
fod byr yn y caffi cyn mwynhau eu cinio. Cytunwyd cwrdd eto ym Mis Tachwedd. 
 

Mae rhai o aelodau Cangen Bro Ddewi wedi cymryd 
rhan yn y Daith Gerdded yn ddiweddar.  Cychwynnodd y 
daith yn Nhyddewi a daeth i ben yn Nhrefdraeth, i ymu-
no â rali 'Nid yw Cymru ar Werth'.  

Ar y dydd cyntaf, oedd y daith o Dyddewi i 
Drefin. Cerddodd Margaret a Pearl o Dyddewi i 
Draethmawr, ond cerddodd Anne yr holl ffordd i 
Abereiddi. Ar yr ail ddydd, oedd y daith o Drefin i 
Wdig. Cerddodd Lis a Pearl o Drefin i Aberbach, a 
cerddodd Sarah (merch Lis) i Wdig.  

Oedd Anne, Lis, Sarah a Pearl yn Nhrefdraeth am y rali ar Ddydd Sadwrn 23 Hydref.  Oedd 'na tua 150 o bobl, gyda 
adloniant wrth Bwca a Bois y Frenni.  Oedd sawl siaradwr, ac oedd yr areithiau yn bwerus.  
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One of the Bug Farm’s 
wildflower rich meadows 

Happy Memories from the St Davids Memory Café   h                                                                                     
by Annie Halliwell 

  

My involvement with the Memory Cafe 
started at a community meeting on a chilly 
March evening several years ago   The 
idea was initiated by the St Davids Com-
munity Forum and Cllr David Lloyd as 
part of the Dementia Friendly City, and I 
found myself volunteering to be the Co-
ordinator !  
 

By September 2015 the Café had its first ses-
sion. We had a wonderful venue provided by 
Oriel y Parc, an amazing team of local volun-
teers, fab cakes from Menevia WI, and offers 
of grant funding and help from both national 

sources and local businesses,  Siop y Bobol, community members and groups, voluntary agencies, the City Council,  
and the Cathedral. 
 

The Café was a social club and very unique for a rural setting at that time, offering a private, comfortable, open-
access meeting place for carers of people with dementia related memory challenges and their loved ones. The turnout 
numbered 14-20 with an age range of 50 to 95. There were specially designed and delivered music, art and other in-
teresting sessions.  A ‘canine support’ dog ‘Snoop Dog’ attended every time, with his owner, Lyn. We had singing, 
dancing and very lively musical entertainment from local musicians Brian Mirza, Rosita Roles and others with per-
formances from the Solva Ukulele Group and the St Davids City Jazz Band. At the same time relaxing complemen-
tary therapies were offered. There were pub games and puzzles, quizzes, bingo, fun raffles and cookery classes.  
 

From the outside it could seem a bit chaotic, but the laughter, dancing and general jollity  told their own story about 
just how much the Café members and us hard working volunteers enjoyed ourselves. We branched out at bit and 
went on walks with the National Park wardens and a memorable trip out to the Preseli Hills, all generously funded by 
grants and local fundraisers. Whatever we did the aim was just to enjoy 
it; memories may have faded but no one loses their sense of FUN !    
 

Sadly at first lockdown the Café had to close and all the precious spe-
cialised equipment has been safely stored away. Some of the volun-
teers, including my own household, are unable to continue because of 
ill health and any number of other issues that inevitably occur with the 
passage of time.   
 

However all is not lost, as the Café also held a monthly pub lunch at the 
Grove Hotel St Davids. This is being reinstated as St Davids Diners a 
dementia friendly Covid compliant dining club that is open to all. The 
group will meet on the first Wednesday of each month and to date 26 
people have already signed up to attend the first meal. 
 

Wishing St Davids Diners every success and a lot of fun! 

Acoustic Sound at Tŷ Curtis has been bringing the community of St Davids and surrounding areas together for inti-
mate, acoustic only events in the old, yet beautiful surroundings of the theatre garden, weather permitting or in the 
hall on Bryn Road.  
 
In August, September and October we heard the talents of regulars, Poyzer & Farrell, a duo act from 'up North' and 
Abbie Jebbers, a young female vocalist who works locally in St Davids supported by Louis Hudson, Mike Chant, 
local singer and song writer and Luke Elford. All have been sell out events and we are proud to continue in the spirit 
of both Tŷ Curtis and Court House being a non-profit making event ensuring the artist receives ticket money on the 
day. These are 'bring your own refreshments' events although we do have tea, coffee and soft drinks available for a 
small donation. Check out our Facebook page Acoustic Sound @Ty Curtis for future events. 

Inspired by the community on the Island of Iona, Prof Arthur Curtis bought the house which was partly derelict in 
1961 and it was developed by groups over many years as an educational trust with groups meeting throughout the 
summer months to discuss spiritual, social and community concerns whilst devoting part of each day to renovating 
the house. It’s still a charity and is used to help groups come together for short stays to live, relax and work in com-
munity. The garden was developed as a small community open air theatre space - it was called the ‘garden theatre’. 
The charitable trust set up is called the Community of St David and has been running now for almost 60 years.  

Acoustic Sound at Tŷ Curtis  
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The Festival of Ideas will take place in St Davids on 
25/26 March 2022. This is such good news after the 
inevitable cancellations of the past two years, and what 
a programme! Although the streamed conference was 
hugely entertaining and provocative, nothing compares 
with attending real events and meeting real people.  
 

The festival was trialled in 2019 with an event held in 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi on a cold and wet November 
evening that attracted over 60 people. Now we can real-
ise the full vision. Why the festival and why St Davids? 
St Davids has always been a place of pilgrimage, a 
place where ideas have bubbled up so it seemed a natu-
ral progression from a pilgrimage as a physical under-
taking to be also one of mental and intellectual explora-
tion too.  
 

We hope too, to attract more visitors to the North Penin-
sula outside the normal tourist season. We intend to ex-
plore the different strands of housing, inequality, food, 
sport and the health of the ocean; the power of books to 
change the world. 

Gwyl Syniadau Tŷddewi /St Davids Festival of Ideas 

Our slate of speakers is impressive with Guto Harri, a 
broadcaster and writer talking to the Future Generations 
Commissioner for Wales, Sophie Howe, Rowan Wil-
liams, the former Archbishop of Canterbury and poet, 
Mabli Siriol Jones, Chair of Cymdeithias yr Iaith. Glen 
Peters, the Chief Executive of Tŷ Solar and leading ex-
ponent of green housing will join a panel finding a way 
to make housing available to all. The Dean of the Ca-
thedral, Dr Sarah Rowland Jones will also take part in a 
debate with Paul Mason, the left wing journalist and 
broadcaster. The Welsh language will be centre stage in 
a session chaired by Mererid Hopwood. There will be 
instantaneous translation for the whole festival.  
 

The Festival of Ideas will conclude with a concert in the 
City Hall featuring Mike Chant and his band.  
 

For more information check the website 
www.stdavidsideas.co.uk. Tickets will soon be on sale, 
make sure you book in good time. The festival is a col-
laborative project by the communities of Solva and St 
Davids. 

Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2022  St David’s Eisteddfod 2022 
 

Y dyddiad ar gyfer yr Eisteddfod nesaf yn Nhyddewi yw Dydd Gwener, 25 Chwefror 2022. Mae rhaglen 2022 fel y 
cynlluniwyd ar gyfer 2021 a’r thema yw ‘Gwyliau’.  Mae ar gael wrth y Pwyllgor a nifer o allfeydd manwerthu.   
Mae llawer yn ystyried cystadlu ac mae sawl un wedi dechrau paratoi eitemau ar gyfer y gwahanol gystadlaethau 
crefft a ffotograffiaeth, neu ar gyfer y cystadlaethau llwyfan. 
Mae'r cystadleuydd sy'n ennill y nifer uchaf o bwyntiau yn ennill Cadair yr Eisteddfod, ac yn cael Cadair Fach i'w 
chadw. Diolch eto i Mr Buck a disgyblion Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, Campws Dewi, am ddylunio a gwneud y Gadair 
Fach ar gyfer Eisteddfod 2022.  
Pob lwc i bawb sy'n bwriadu cymryd rhan yn yr Eisteddfod. Gellir cael mwy o fanylion wrth Glenys James, 
Cydlynydd yr Eisteddfod, ar 01437 720447.  Dymuniadau gorau am Nadolig Llawen a Blwyddyn Newydd Dda. 
 
The date for the next St Davids Eisteddfod is Friday, 25th February 2022. The 2022 programme will be as planned 
for 2021 and the theme is ‘Holidays’. It is available from the committee and various retail outlets.  
Many are thinking of competing and some have started to prepare items for the various craft and photographic com-
petitions, and for the stage competitions. 
The competitor gaining the highest number of points wins the Eisteddfod Chair, and is presented with a small Chair 
to keep.  Thank you again to Mr Buck and pupils at Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, Dewi Campus, for designing and making 
the small Chair for the 2022 Eisteddfod.  
Good luck to all those who are planning to take part in the Eisteddfod.  Further details are available from Glenys 
James, the Eisteddfod Co-ordinator, on 01437 720447.  Best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

  

New Pembrokeshire title 
Newly published Photographing 
Pembrokeshire is a sparkling evo-
cation of our county by locally born 
photographer and writer Ieuan 
Morris. This is a truly delightful 
book with some stunning photo-
graphs of many of our well known 
landmarks and landscapes, as well 

as several of locations perhaps not so immediately well 
remembered. There are also some excellent pictures of 
local characters from this part of the county. The sup-
porting text which has been well researched is full of 
fascinating information. Published by Y Lolfa, this 
smart new title retails at just £12.99. 

Cathedral makes it into Europe’s top 100 
St Davids Cathedral has made it into the 
top 100 in Simon Jenkins’ latest archi-
tectural tour de force Europe’s 100 Best 
Cathedrals. Making his choices must 
have presented the author with some 
daunting editorial decisions. In a volume 
which encompasses the continent from 
Scandinavia to the Mediterranean and 

from the Atlantic to Russia, France has 26 entries, Eng-
land 14, and Wales and Scotland just one each. Splen-
didly illustrated this new title is a tribute to so many 
remarkable buildings, which Mr Jenkins has no doubt 
are Europe’s finest works of art. Published by Penguin 
Viking the new volume costs £30. 

Book reviews by Chris Taylor 
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     £1600 Raised for Cancer Research Wales! 
We are absolutely delighted to report that St Davids 
Old Farmhouse Brewery Grand Opening Night raised 
a phenomenal £16,000 for Cancer Research Wales! 
We cannot thank everyone enough for their support, 
Haverfordwest Male Voice Choir and Sharp Music 
for their fantastic entertainment, Cegin Gwm Gwaun 
for the fabulous food, and our fantastic friends and 
family for helping us to prepare for the event and for 
helping us look after everyone on the night and mak-
ing sure everyone was well watered. Thanks also of 
course to our amazing community for coming along 
and supporting us and helping to make the night such 
a huge success and raising so much money for such a 
worthy cause. Diolch o galon i pawb am eich 

cefnogaeth, ac am helpu ni cael noson gwych! Mark & Emma Evans, St Davids Old Farmhouse Brewery. 

Carnival returns to St Davids 
The carnival returned to St Davids on August Bank Holiday 
Monday with a procession through the streets of the City led 
by Samba Doc Band from Pembroke Dock. Fancy dress com-
petitions were held as usual at Waun Fawr playing field. The 
judges were the Mayor, Cllr Alan York, Cllr Bethan Price and 
Sub Dean of the Cathedral and Canon Leigh Richardson. The 
event was very well attended and a good time was had by all. 
The carnival was organised by the Carnival Committee in part-
nership with the Penknife Club.  
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Compiled and edited by Heidi Gray, Jessica Foster and Chris Taylor. Published by               
St Davids City Council and printed by Right Price Print. Our thanks to all our contribu-
tors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk                               
or telephone 01437 721 137. 

St Davids City Council 

Cyngor Dinas Tyddewi 
 

 

COMMUNITY AWARD 2021 
 
 
 

The Council asks for your nominations for any 

member of the community whose work or      

service you feel is due for recognition. 
 

Forms available from the Clerk via e-mail 

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk or from the Council Office 

and need to be returned to the Clerk  

by 3.00pm on  

Monday 13th December 2021  
 

 
 

Clerk to the Council, City Hall, High Street, St Davids, Pem-

brokeshire SA62 6SD  Tel. 01437 721137  

Christmas Lights Competition 

Independent judging of houses and businesses in         
St Davids that have been decorated festively will 

take place on Saturday 18th December 
Winners will be personally notified by the  

Mayor of St Davids and the results will be made  
available thereafter. 

Opportunities to shop locally 
on Saturday 4

th
 December 

 
Saturday 4th December is set to see a bumper line 
up of activities in the build up to Christmas with 
lots of opportunities to support local businesses and 
events.  
 
It will be the last day of the Festival of Christmas 
Trees and Wreaths at the City Hall, which will run 
from 10.00 am to 3.00pm.  
 
Oriel y Parc will be hosting its second all day 
Christmas Market and at the cathedral the Christ-
mas Fayre will be open from 10.00 am to 4.00 pm 
with a concert of carols by the Cathedral Singers at 
1.00 pm.  
 
Up in the centre of St Davids TYF will be holding a 
Christmas market for local craftsmen from 2.00 pm 
to 8.00 pm at which Porth Mawr life savers will also 
be serving up a taste of Christmas and mulled wine 
as a fundraiser for the Surf Life Saving Club.  
 
Father Christmas himself is due to arrive for the 
lighting of the Christmas Tree on Cross Square. 
Following all this a large number of local traders 
are planning to stay open until late in to the evening 
giving customers another chance to support local 
shops for Christmas.  
 
The TYF market will continue on Sunday 5th from 
10.00 am to 4.00 pm. 

Christmas in St Davids 

mailto:clerk@stdavids.gov.uk

