
 

  

NEWYDDION  DINAS  TYDDEWI     
ST DAVIDS CITY NEWS   

                             Gwanwyn 2019 Spring 

Katie Price, this year’s 
Award Winner 

Caroline Kovachev/Blair is to run the London Marathon in support of the St Davids Lesotho Link and Dolen Cymru 
the Welsh National link to Lesotho. She told the City News, “In July 2018 Ysgol Dewi Sant’s sports tour to South Africa 
started with a small diversion into Lesotho to visit Mahlonyeng High School, our link school. We played netball, 
football, and volleyball, the pupils danced, sang and made friends. For those few hours our lives were connected. I am 
running the London Marathon to develop that connection for Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi and to support the work of Dolen 
Cymru. http://www.waleslesotholink.org  

See our centre pages for the full programme of 
events and celebrations for St David’s Day!  

Caroline Kovachev to run the London Marathon  

Seen above are Caroline and her daughters, Georgie 
and Robyn at the recent Cardiff Half Marathon.   

The Community Award for 2018 was awarded to 
Miss Katie Price and was presented to her by the 
Mayor, Cllr Michael Chant, at the Annual 
Christmas Civic Reception which was held on 
Friday 7th December, an evening organised by St 
Davids City Council as a thank you to all the 
voluntary organisations within St Davids.  
 

The Council, in nominating her for this award, 
expressed the wish that she be formally recognised for 
the work that she has undertaken for the community, in 
particular for her commitment to the St Davids Junior 
Netball Team. The City Council is extremely grateful to 
Katie for her dedication and enthusiasm in organising 
the weekly training sessions, matches, competitions and 
trips, which is greatly appreciated throughout the 
community. The entertainment for the evening was 
provided by the 948 ATC squadron St Davids and 
Haverfordwest Band.  How can you help? 

I have pledged to raise £1500 for Dolen Cymru.  
You can sponsor me at  

www.totalgiving.co.uk/mypage/dolencaroline 

 

https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/mypage/dolencaroline
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Hi everyone, 
 

I hope you all had a 
lovely time over the 
festive season. Time is 
ticking away on my 
year as Mayor and what 
a journey it has been. I 
have a few busy spells 
coming up with St 
Davids Week, Easter 
and my swansong for 
my term as Mayor with 
a charity fundraising 
concert featuring local 
songwriters and 
musicians in the Cathedral on Friday 26th April with all 
the proceeds going to Shalom House. This event will 
feature local singer/songwriters Rona McGregor, Abbie 
Jebbers, George Whitfield and Helen Adam, 
(Fiddlebox) along with myself and band.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to Dean Sarah and to Sub-Dean Leigh (who has 
been Mayor’s Chaplain for my term) for their 
tremendous support and of course the very generous 
offer of the Cathedral for my charity event where we 
hope to raise lots of money for this most worthy local 
cause. I am currently looking for sponsorship to 
produce a souvenir programme for the event and if 
anyone would like to contribute towards this please 
contact the Clerk of the Council. 
 

I am really excited about the Lantern Parade which is a 
new event taking place over the St David’s Day 
celebrations. I have seen other lantern parades and they 
really bring a great atmosphere to any event and 
hopefully this will grow year on year making St 
David’s Day a highlight on the Welsh calendar.  
 

As our quiet little city awakes from its winter slumber 
and we prepare for the season ahead I would like to 
take this opportunity to wish everyone a fun, happy and 
successful 2019. 
 

Warmest regards to everyone, 
Mike 

A letter from the Mayor 

St Davids Library  
Volunteers are needed to help run the library 
on Saturday mornings. The post requires a 
DBS check, four e-learning modules to be 
done at home or in the library, and a 
morning’s computer training at Fishguard or        
St Davids library. Volunteers need to commit 
to one Saturday a month. For further 
information, please contact Tracey Johnson 
on  01437 774 692. 

 

Opening Hours 
Tuesday and Thursday 10.00am -5.00pm   

(closed for lunch 1.00 pm - 2.00 pm)  
Saturday 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 
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Story of war time aviation disaster given a new prominence in revamped café/shop 
 

The story of a war time aviation disaster on Carn Llidi has been given a new interest with the re-hanging of a very special 
picture in the city council’s recently revamped café/shop. The photograph which has been put up in the new foyer area of the 
redesigned premises is of the four American airmen who were killed in the crash in 1943. 
 

The crash itself took place on 4th June that year involving a US Air Force B 26 Martin 
Marauder bomber which was on the final leg of a flight to the UK from the United States. 
Following a deliberately circuitous route of approximately 1070 nautical miles from 
Morocco, and mostly over water, the aircraft’s intended destination was never in Wales at all 
but St Eval in Cornwall. However the weather was bad, Carn Llidi was obscured in heavy 
cloud and the B 26, obviously very much off course, struck our local mountain at high speed. 
It was a crash in which none of the crew would have had a chance. 
 

The four who died were 1st Lt Robert Eugene Lawrence, pilot, 22; 2nd Lt Hulbert Robertson, 
navigator 23; Flight Officer James Grady Jackson co-pilot, 20 and S/Sgt William A Brown, 
engineer, 21, all members of the 8th Air Force Bomb Group. 
 

Over the years many fragments of the aircraft were recovered and in particular a large part of 
one of the propellers was discovered on Carn Llidi by St Davids farmer Granville James of Upper Porth Mawr. This now forms 
the central part of the memorial at Whitesands car park, which, with the active encouragement and enthusiasm of aviation 
enthusiast and researcher Steve Jones from Port Talbot, was dedicated on 4th June 2005.  
 

Also now included in the new foyer is the original stone plaque which was put up to commemorate the first opening of the then 
new building in 2004 by the late Cllr Peter Davies.  

 

New direction at Whitesands Beach House 
We took over the lease for Whitesands in December and 
have been giving the place a facelift over January. Toilets 
have been installed for customers and the kitchen has 

been extended as well so as to accommodate a larger menu. Upstairs 
has been transformed into a bright and airy dining space with 
wonderful views across the bay.  
 

Our background is in catering so that is what our aim is at the Beach 
House, simple breakfast and lunches during the season and a fish based 
menu at night, then as the nights draw in we will be doing theme nights and 
food and music events over the autumn. We have applied for a premises 
license so we can sell alcohol, we are working with Lush Wines a local 
wine company to bring a small ever changing wine menu as well as some 
local breweries for bottled beers. Although our main focus is food and 
drink we have not forgotten it is a beach side business, so we will be 
stocking the usual range of beach essentials, sunglasses, souvenirs and 
much more. 
 

We will also be displaying local artists including Graham Hurd-Wood and Pembrokeshire Moments whose works 
will be available to buy with us. Carte D’Or are going to be supplying our scooped ice creams and we are also going 
to be stocking Walls ice cream lollies too.  
 

We are looking to be involved with the National Trust and National Parks in promoting beach cleaning, waste 
awareness and also to encourage people to keep this beach beautiful. We are going to be selling circular walk guides, 
OS maps and walk maps for the local area, and we have an information board to advertise local businesses in and 
around St Davids. 
 

We have got a fantastic platform here to promote ourselves and the local economy, as tourism for Pembrokeshire is 
vitally important in sustaining jobs and businesses. We will be supporting our local RNLI and Coastguards who play 

a vital role in keeping our 
community safe by the sea by 
having donation boxes on site. 
 

We look forward to welcoming 
customers old and new when we re
-open for February half term and 
we will be introducing evenings at 
the Beach House from Easter.    
 

Charlotte and Richard Davies  



 

4 

A city status that it seems nearly did not happen                
                                                                                                                                                    Story by Chris Taylor 

 
As the person who as town clerk made the application to HM the Queen for city status for St Davids 

back in 1992, the year marking the 40th Anniversary of Her Majesty’s accession to the throne, I had until 
very recently been of the opinion that we had been up there with at least as good a chance as all the other 
applicants. However newly released cabinet documents have revealed that this was not in fact quite the case. 
 
The system for awarding civic honours was, and still is, in reality very much run by the Home Office, and it is the 
Home Secretary of the day who produces a list of recommendations to the Queen for ultimate approval. In 1992 the 
Home Secretary was the Rt Hon Kenneth Baker, now Lord Baker, and it was he who, as I see it, nearly scupperd our 
chances. 
 
It now seems that, despite our having been approached to apply by his cabinet colleague the then Secretary of State 
for Wales, David Hunt, now Lord Hunt, Mr Baker’s immediate reaction was to overlook our application as not 
meeting any of the relevant criteria. This clearly incensed David Hunt who wrote a stinging letter to the Home 
Secretary in which he said that he believed there was very strong support in Wales for our application and that there 
would be many who would find it hard to understand the reasons why it was being turned down.   
 
The Home Secretary did then change his position and in a letter sent to other cabinet colleagues, including the then 
Prime Minister John Major, suggested that our application might be deferred to an occasion of importance 
specifically to Wales and Northern Ireland. So, we did not get the award then, and the honours in 1992 went to 
Sunderland, Kenneth Baker’s first choice, but David Hunt’s intervention had clearly altered the situation, paving the 
way for Prince Charles to go to Armagh in 1994 in connection with St Patrick anniversary celebrations to announce 
that city status was being awarded to both communities in the light of their common Christian heritage. 
 
Our original application had been quite modest, involving a document which I had written, also translated by David 
Salmon and the late Ruby Salmon to ensure bilingualism. It cost the council just £400 to print with Elidaprint in 
Haverfordwest, quite expensive I suppose, but probably infinitely less that what was being spent by some of the other 
applicants. It was duly signed by our then Town Mayor Cllr John George, Deputy Mayor Cllr Dilwyn Phillips and by 
myself, and then taken to Cardiff by Dilwyn and myself to be deposited with a senior secretary at the Welsh Office. 
 
As clerk I also wrote to a large number of ‘the great and the good’ urging them to support our application by writing 
to the Home Secretary, and we have to remain extremely grateful to all those who did so. 
 
And so it came about that the Queen went to Armagh in March 1995 and to St Davids with Prince Philip on 1st June. 
As so many in the community will still remember it was a day of great celebration. Travelling to us in the Royal 
Yacht Britannia the Royal couple landed at Solva in brilliant sunshine before driving on to the Cathedral to make the 
presentation of our Letters Patent in a special service of Choral Mattins. 

Cllr Jim Richards was now Mayor, and it he who, resplendent in our new mayoral robes, accepted the Charter from 
the Queen, assisted by our then clerk Jane Jenkins, I myself having stood down shortly after making the application. 
In addition to the new robes the mayoral chain itself was sporting a new ‘gong’ which had been presented by the 
Cathedral’s Dean and Chapter, organised by our then Dean, J Wyn Evans.                                              Photo Philip 
Clarke 
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All the great and 
the good 
certainly 
attended this 
service with 
everyone being 
welcomed on 
the church’s 
behalf by 
Bishop Ivor 
Rees and the 
civic world by 
our staunch 
supporter Lord 
Lieutenant 

David Mansel Lewis. It was a very fine event with the 
cathedral choir singing magnificently under their new director 
Geraint Bowen accompanied by Michael Slaney. 
 
Afterwards the Royal couple attended a brief reception at the 
Deanery, before walking down to the Bishop’s Palace, 
crossing over the footbridge and past an American Navy 
guard of honour from Brawdy on into the Palace and a 
luncheon party in an enormous marquee specially put up for 
the occasion, with the banquet having been prepared by 
catering students from Pembrokeshire College. After the 
lunch the couple visited a Cadw exhibition where they were 
shown round by Amanda Canby Lewis, signed our visitors 
book, and then accepted from Cllr John Williams a 
magnificent slate sundial which he had carved and which we 
understand still stands at the end of one of the terraces at 
Windsor Castle. 
 
Afterwards the Queen accepted the hospitality of the Rev 
Robin and Yvonne Webley to enjoy a rest at the 
Archdeaconry while the Duke went on to meet pupils at 
Ysgol Dewi Sant, where a plaque on the building now called 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, still records the event. Later the Royal 
couple went on to Haverfordwest to meet families of the 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers from Brawdy the husbands of whom 
had been imprisoned in Bosnia, and finally joined up with the 

Friends of Oriel Y Parc and staff recently attended a special meeting at the 
National Museum in Cardiff to discuss the gallery’s future. 
 

It was organised by Ashley McAvoy, NMW Exhibition and Programmes Co-ordinator. It is 
intended that there will be regular meetings to discuss upcoming exhibitions and to mutually co-operate in order to present these 
events in the best possible way to maximise visitor traffic and educational opportunities. 
 

Friends and Oriel y Parc attendees at the session were Rod Williams and Paul Edey for the Friends, and Rebecca Evans, Katie 

Murphy and Emyr Bateman for Oriel y Parc. This first meeting was to look at the next exhibition, part of ‘The Year of 

Discovery’, although the title of the exhibition itself is not yet finalised.  
 

It will cover mankind through the Mesolithic and Neolithic periods, with particular reference to local (St Davids Peninsula and 

Pembrokeshire) examples. The exhibition will be both artistic and artefact in nature. 

Christmas Tree Association  
assists with £1000 for lights 

 

Members of the Christmas Tree Association 
presented the City Council with a cheque for £1000 
to assist with the costs of the Annual Christmas 
street lighting. Pictured Richard Thornton, Emma 
Evans, Bethan Price, Shân Williams and Mike 

Next 2019 Memory Café Dates  
Wednesday 6th March 
Wednesday 3rd April 
Wednesday 1st May 
Wednesday 5th June  

 

The Discovery Room at Oriel Y Parc, from 
2.00pm - 4.00pm 

For more information contact Annie Halliwell on 
01437 720 713 

Photo Philip Clarke 
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Successful bring and buy for St Davids Lesotho group 
 

The St Davids Matsieng Lesotho 
group held a very successful bring and buy 
sale and coffee morning at the City Hall 
shortly after Christmas raising over £400. The 
event was opened by the Mayor Cllr Mike 
Chant and also addressed by AM Baroness 
Eluned Morgan who has recently been made 
Minister for International Relations and the 
Welsh Language in the Welsh Government. 
Eluned’s mother and St Davids resident, 
Elaine Morgan is a life president of Dolen 
Cymru having done so much over the years to 
support this important Wales Africa link. 
Also taking part were Dolen Cymru 
Education Officer Sharon Flint from Cardiff, 
and Caroline Blair/ Kovachev staff member at 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi who organised the 
Ysgol Dewi Sant sports tour to Lesotho and 
South Africa last summer. Caroline is to take 

part in the London Marathon (see our front page story) to raise money for Dolen Cymru and its projects in Lesotho 
linked to Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi. The group was also delighted to welcome our new Dean, the Very Revd Dr Sarah 
Rowland Jones to the event together with her husband Peter. 
 
Seen in the picture are (left to right) Chris Taylor, chairman of the St Davids Matsieng Lesotho Support Group, the 
Dean, the Mayor, Caroline Blair/ Kovachev, Eluned Morgan, and Sharon Flint. 

 

2019 Talks 
 

Monday 11th March  
Simon Hancock 

‘The Great War at Sea’ 
 

Monday 8th April  
Howard Rudge 

‘Margaret Beaufort (Mother of Henry VII)’ 
 

Monday 13th May  
Mari James 

‘The only Cathedral Library in Wales’ 
 

Monday 10th June  
 Gareth Mills 

‘William Marshal - the Greatest Knight of All’ 
 

The talks usually take place on the second Monday 

evening in the month, starting at 7.30pm in the City 

Hall and are open to all on payment of £3.00 on the 

door, or one can become a Member for only £10.00 

St David’s Day Market  
Friday 1st March 2019  

9.00am - 4.00pm  
on Cross Square, St Davids  

Local produce, gifts,  
food and more!  
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Please contact the Clerk if you know  

of any couple that may be celebrating  

a Golden or Diamond Wedding Anniversary.  

clerk@stdavids.gov.uk      01437 721 137 

Local Surgeries shortlisted at  
NHS Wales Awards 2018 

 
 

St Davids and Solva Surgeries have been shortlisted 
in the final 3 of over 70 nominations in the NHS 
Wales Awards in the ‘Working Seamlessly Across 
Organisations’ category.  
 

Since 2017, St Davids and Solva Surgeries have been 
jointly running Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) 
meetings to better co-ordinate the health and social care 
of some of their most complex patients.   
 

The MDT meetings began as a pilot study for the Health 
Board, to test an approach to multi-agency working; but 
having seen the benefit to patients of this way of 
working, both Surgeries continued with the meetings 
and embedded them into normal working practice. 
 

The MDT meetings enable key personnel from various 
disciplines to meet together with the GPs in the 
Practices to discuss patients face-to-face (instead of via 
a succession of letters and phone calls), with the aim of 
providing quicker, more holistic and better co-ordinated 
care.  Attendees may include a GP, District Nurse, 
Social Worker, Long Term Conditions Nurse, 
Physiotherapist, Occupational Therapist, Community 
Psychiatric Nurse, and representatives from the Red 
Cross and other 3rd sector organisations.   

A Public Meeting to  
discuss future of Scout Hut  
Wednesday 6th March at 7.00 pm in City Hall 

  
St Davids Scout Hut is an incredible resource, built in 
the early 90s to replace the wooden hut that was there 
before, with a huge fundraising effort from the whole 
community. The land is leased from the County 
Council, but the building is owned by the Scout Group.  
 
These past two years have been an interesting time for 
the Scout Group, with some great moments, but with 
four leaders moving away as well! From looking at re-
establishing Scouts alongside the existing Cub Pack, we 
are a depleted force. We have not given up on Scouting 
in St Davids but it has raised the question, what happens 
to the Scout Hut if there are no Cubs or Scouts?   
 
As it stands, we could lose it completely! In the past, 
members of the group committee have kept the Hall and 
the Scout Post going even while the group was dormant, 
but this is not a trick we will be able to pull off a second 
time – partly because the heating system, the electrics 
and the windows all need renewing.   
 
This is a community asset that was built through 
community effort, which rightly belongs to our 
community.  It needs some investment, but is an 
adaptable, well built building. It would not take all that 
much to realise all sorts of possibilities. If we want to 
keep it, then we need to act now!  If you have an 
interest, are curious, or have some ideas, then come to 
the Public Meeting on March 6th, to give us the best 
chance of formulating a really good plan for keeping, 
and making the best of, this precious community 
resource.   

 

If you have questions about the Scout 
Hut, would like to make a booking, or 
want to get involved in Scouting, feel 
free to contact group contact, Geraint 

 Penknife Club charity  
New Year’s Day Swim  
at Whitesands 

Over 200 swimmers braved the cold 
at the Annual New Year’s Day 
swim at Whitesands, which was 
once again organised by the 
Penknife Club and started by the 
Mayor, Cllr Mike Chant. All 
proceeds from the swim were for 
the Porthmawr Surf Lifesavers. 
Safety cover for the event was 
provided by St Davids Lifeboat and 

Pictured is a group of representatives from the 
various disciplines, who attended the Awards 
Ceremony in Cardiff towards the end of 2018. 
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Menevia WI have been very active over the last few months. In 
September we visited the Cathedral Library to view all the 
wonderful books kept there, including a copy of the 1620 Welsh 
Bible, and Jones & Freeman ‘History & Antiquities of St 
Davids’.  
 

As it was the 100th Anniversary year of the Suffragette 
Movement, we viewed the Cathedral’s visitors book for 1902 
where there were three signatures of visiting suffragettes, Mrs E 
Pankhurst, Mrs Annie Kenney and Mrs Pethick Lawrence, who 
were in the county to raise awareness of votes for women and 
for many of the men who also, at this time, did not have the 
vote. 

 

In October Malcolm Gray came to talk to us about his 
involvement with the commemorations at Passchendaele. He gave us a wonderful talk on the history of the 
First World War leaving us feeling so sad at the stupidity of war. His fantastic slate monument will live 
long in the memory. 
 

November, is the time for our AGM, when we discuss the past year and look forward to the next which is 
again a busy one. Our December meeting had been held at The Cross Hotel, where we enjoyed a lovely 
Christmas meal and played a few games, a very enjoyable evening. Our Craft Group entered the Festival of 
Christmas Trees at the end of November, which was well attended with some amazing entries – Menevia 
WI came second, with a design which celebrated the Suffragette Movement.  
 

We started 2019 with a discussion of the six Resolutions under consideration to go forward to the National 
Federation of WIs Annual Meeting in June. To make it a bit more interesting, and to make sure everyone 
stayed awake and listened, there was a quiz at the end, won by Julie Kirby who received a prize. All 
members then voted for the resolutions which they hoped would get to the National Meeting in June. Most 
popular was the resolution asking the government to look again at the provision of our rural bus services, 
which are a lifeline to so many in this area. 
 

Our March meeting brings Mary Haughton to talk to us, she is the Denman Representative for Dewisland, 
telling us all about her ‘Grandmother’s Attic’ and everything she found there. April is a talk by a member 
of the Trading Standards Team at Pembrokeshire County Council, warning us all of the dangers of scams 
and how to avoid being caught in one. The Drama Group are currently busy rehearsing for ‘Anything 
Goes’ at the Torch Theatre in March, joining other WIs bringing much laughter to all. 
 

Ladies, do come and join us and meet and make new friend. That is what the WI movement is for. You are 
very welcome to come along to a meeting in the Memorial Hall, second Thursday in the 

Menevia members with their prize winning entry! 

News from Menevia WI 

Torth Y Tir Field to Loaf workshops 
'Torth y Tir Open Evening'  
 

On Thursday 7th March, we invite you to an open evening in St Davids 
Memorial Hall from 6.00 pm. We will be updating you on progress with 
our community owned wood-fired bakery and associated activities and 
asking for your feedback on our membership pack.  
 

A key part of our aims is to share the risk and reward of production 
between producer and consumer and we will be having a presentation 
and open discussion on what this means in our context.  
 

Hearty soup and of course our own sourdough bread will be provided. It 
will be an informal evening open to anyone who has an interest in 
supporting the production of, or eating of healthy artisan, heritage bread 
from seed to loaf. 
 

Please let us know you are coming by contacting rupert@torthytir.co.uk 
or 07955 387 614. You can see more information about us at: 
www.torthytir.co.uk where you can sign up to stay in touch.  

mailto:rupert@torthytir.co.uk
http://www.torthytir.co.uk


 

9 

 

Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi officially  
opened by Eluned Morgan AM 

St Davids peninsula’s new school was officially opened in November by the then Minister for Welsh Language and 
Lifelong Learning, Baroness Eluned Morgan AM, whose family has strong links with St Davids. She told guests: 
“It is a pleasure to officially open Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi and I am delighted that the Welsh Government has made 
such an important investment in education in Pembrokeshire by contributing £3.4 million to the £4 million cost of 
renovating the school. Our pupils deserve the best learning environment to help them achieve their best and I am so 
pleased Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi delivers this across the three campuses. I would like to congratulate everyone 
involved, and wish Mr Haynes, his staff and pupils the very best of luck for the future.” The Minister later toured 
the new school meeting pupils. Seen in the picture are Head Girl Carys Rhys-Harries, Eluned Morgan AM, Head 
Boy Peter Richards and Head Teacher David Haynes. 

New island gin to assist RSPB’s work on Ramsey and Grassholm 

RSPB staff at Ramsey Island have teamed up with Neil Walsh and the team at St Davids Kitchen to 
produce a new fundraising gin to help  sustain the work that they undertake on both Ramsey and 
Grassholm islands. The new Ramsey Island gin varieties will include 
botanicals carefully selected and collected by St Davids Kitchen from the 
island under the supervision of RSPB wardens Greg and Lisa. The first of 
the proceeds are already being spent on a project to provide safe drinking 
water for island visitors, volunteers and staff. Further proceeds from the 
sales will also help fund seabird research projects on the islands which 
include the annual October trip to aid gannets entangled in marine plastic 
debris on Grassholm. Harvesting the island's botanicals will occur from 
areas already earmarked for cutting or grazing for conservation purposes 
and the quantities involved will be small, ranging from 750g for herbs to 
2kg for gorse flower. Spring will incorporate gorse flower and wild 
thyme, summer includes sheep's sorrel and wood sage while autumn and 
winter will feature Ramsey's fragrant heather and mint.  
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The second St Davids Open Gardens Weekend will 
take place on Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th June 
with the proceeds going to Prostate Cymru. 
    
‘Last year’s event was an enormous success,’ says 
organiser, Julia Horton-Mansfield, ‘so many people 
helped to make it an amazing, fun-filled weekend. The 
gardeners of St Davids put on a wonderful show and 
along with the sponsors and supporters helped to raise 
£4,500 for Prostate Cymru.  
 
‘Our Patron Iolo Williams was so pleased to know how 
the gardeners here were planning ways to make their 
gardens more bug and bird friendly, and is encouraging 
us to continue the good work this year.’ 
 
Any gardeners who would like to join in for the first 
time in 2019 would be very welcome. Their gardens 
can be new, or ‘in development’, vegetable plots, wild, 
tiny, formal or wonderful open spaces.  
 
Photographs of the City, the gardens (and gardeners!) 
last year will be available to view and purchase on the 
Open Gardens website in the next few weeks. 
 
If anyone has ideas or projects that could be included 
this year, please contact us. We are also looking for 
sponsors who might like to support this community 
event.  
 
www.stdavidsopengardens.wales 
01437 721035  
email: mushroommummy@btinternet.com 
https://www.facebook.com/stdavidsgardening/ 

St Davids Open  
Gardens Weekend 

Community Connector  
commences new role at Surgery 
 
A Community Connector  has been appointed, 
connecting you to information, local services and 
activities and bookable appointments at St Davids 
Surgery, on the first Wednesday of every month 
 
The new Community Connector for North Pembrokeshire, 
Julie Campbell, is holding bookable appointments at St 
David’s Surgery on the first Wednesday of every month, 
commencing Wednesday 6th February, 11.00am – 2.00pm.  
 
These appointments are open to patients registered at both 
St Davids and Solva Surgeries.  To make an appointment to 
see Julie at St Davids Surgery, please ring 01437 720303 or 
speak to one of our receptionists. 
 
Community Connectors aim to help patients combat social 
isolation and loneliness. They can sign-post patients – 
putting them in touch with community and voluntary 
groups, those who run lunch clubs, provide community 
transport, and provide help with benefits. They can also 
signpost to befriending services, access to mobile library 
services, and a whole range of other services and activities. 
 
Julie has a great deal of experience in helping and 
supporting patients. If Julie doesn’t know the answer, she 
will know someone who does! If you, or someone you 
know, would benefit from a chat with Julie, please book an 
appointment to come along and meet her. 
 

Forthcoming dates: 6th February, 6th March, 3rd April, and 
1st May  

Do you belong to a local group  
or organisation? 

If so, please check the contact details for your 
organisation on the City Council’s website -  

Local Group’s Page.  

mailto:mushroommummy@btinternet.com
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Citizens Advice  
The Citizens Advice is running a 
monthly outreach in St Davids 

Memorial Hall on the first  
 Tuesday of each month, from 

10.00 am to 1.00 pm. All 
welcome, no appointments 

necessary.  

Mayor opens new food bank collection point at  
St Davids CK’s Supermarket 

Thanks to the support of CK’s supermarket, local food-bank charity, PATCH, now have a new Food Collection Point 
in the heart of St Davids, and it was officially launched by the Mayor, Cllr Mike Chant on Monday 14th January 
2019, even though local people had been generously donating non-perishable food to the collection basket just inside 
the supermarket since before Christmas.  
  
The Mayor was supported by Cllr Alan York, CK’s Manager Patrick Hughes, the founder of PATCH Tracy Olin, 
along with local supporters. The Mayor, welcomed the initiative; “Anyone can find themselves in need, due to 
unexpected bills, ill-health, poorly paid work or loss of work, homelessness, relationship breakdown, or delays to 
benefit entitlement”, he said.  
 
The recent roll-out of Universal Credits across the county has increased the need so much that PATCH completely 
ran out of food in the lead up to Christmas  -  and that is why the collection at CK’s started before the official launch.  
PATCH explained “Christmas and New Year is usually our quietest time, but this year is different. The increase in 
people on Universal Credit has escalated the need for our services.” 
 

What is PATCH? 

PATCH stands for Pembrokeshire Action to Combat Hardship. Set up in 2008, it is a non-political registered charity 
which collects and distributes non-perishable food, clothing and household items to local people in need. It relies 
totally on donations by individuals, businesses, schools and churches. In 2017 it distributed food parcels to 3822 
people. It epitomizes Pembrokeshire helping its own. Charity number: 1124949  
Contact: 01646 699275 or contact@patchcharity.org.uk  
 

How do people contribute to the food-bank and how do people use it? 

The PATCH collection point is a stainless steel basket just inside the St Davids branch of CK’s supermarket. It 
welcomes all non-perishable food [tins & packets], toiletries and  cleaning materials, which are collected and 
distributed by PATCH volunteers every week. Everyone who needs help, waged or unwaged, is potentially eligible, 
but has to be referred by agencies such as Citizens’ Advice, Health Workers, Social Services and the like. Citizens 
Advice are the most common referral agency Tel: 01437 806070 or http://www.pembscab.org.uk  
 
Find out more about PATCH on its website http://www.patchcharity.org.uk   
Local contacts if you have any queries or suggestions: 
 
Olivia Atkinson: OAtkinson08@hotmail.co.uk or 01348 84110 
Kila Millidine: k.millidine@gmail.com or  01437 721249 / 0781398 6339 
Louise Tarbuck: louisetarbuck@hotmail.com or 01437 729321 / 07340606029  

mailto:contact@patchcharity.org.uk
http://www.pembscab.org.uk
mailto:OAtkinson08@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:k.millidine@gmail.com
mailto:louisetarbuck@hotmail.com
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Dydd Gwyl Dewi  2019 - Rhaglen  
Friday 22

nd
 February 

 

3.45pm - 4.45pm   Messy Church - for families                         Cathedral 
     with children 0-11years 
 

Saturday 23
rd

 February   
 
1.00 pm - 4.00pm         Find the ‘little things’                                   Oriel Y Parc  
(and every day until Sunday 3rd March)                                       to Cathedral 
 

Sunday 24
th

 February 
 

8.10 am            BBC Radio 4 broadcast service               Cathedral  
 

10.30 am                      St Davids Mini Rugby Challenge                  Rugby Club 
 
11.15 am                      Choral Eucharist                                            Cathedral      
 

2.30 pm                        Gymanfa Ganu and tea in City Hall            Capel Seion    
 

4.00pm           Evening Prayer             Cathedral  
 

Thursday 28
th

 February 
 
9.30 am onwards        Eisteddfod Gadeiriol                                      Neuadd y Ddinas 
            Theme - Hedfan/ Flying  
 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm     Retreat Day                                                      Ty’r Pererin 
 

 Dydd Gwyl Dewi 1
ed 

Mawrth 

 Morning                    Sending of message to Senedd                          Cross Square 
 

 9.00 am - 4.00 pm     St Davids Day Market                                       Cross Square 
 

10.00 am - 4.00 pm    Croeso Cymraeg a Lluniaeth Ysgafn               Neuadd y Ddinas 
 

10.00 am - 4.00pm     Historical Society Exhibition                            Memorial Hall 
 

11.15 am                     A Pilgrim’s walk from St Non’s Well to  
                                    Oriel Y Parc 
 

11.45 am -11.55 am  St Davids Ringers welcome Bishop                   Porth y Twr 
 

12.00 noon                 Illumination of St David’s Day stone                Oriel y Parc 
                                   Procession to Cross Square                                      
 

12.10 pm                    Bishop’s Blessing of City      Cross Square 
  
12. 30 pm                   Prayers at Shrine of St David                             Cathedral 
 

1.00 pm – 2.00pm     Quarter Peal by Local Band                               Porth y Twr 
 

1.00 pm - 4.00 pm     Geo-caching Treasure Hunt                               Cathedral 
  
6.00 pm                      Choral Eucharist  for the feast of St David       Cathedral   
 

9.00pm          Vigil for St Non (overnight  stay in Tower)   Oriel Y Parc                                                                      
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St David’s Day Celebrations 2019  
Saturday 2

nd
 March 

 
7.00 am for 8.30 am   Ras Dewi Sant Coastal Path Marathon                            Cross Hotel 
 
7.00 am for 9.00 am   Ras Dewi Sant Coastal Path Half Marathon and 10k     Cross Hotel 
 
10.00 am - 4.00pm      Historical Society Exhibition                                             Memorial Hall 
 
12.30 pm                      Vintage Motor Bike Exhibition                                         Oriel y Parc 
 
1.00 pm - 3.00 pm        Cawl Competition                                                              City Hall 
 
2.00 pm    Walk to St Nons Chapel                      Oriel Y Parc  
 
2.00 pm - 4.00 pm  Dragon Lantern workshop                      Oriel Y Parc 
 
5.30 pm            Dragon Lantern Parade                       Oriel Y Parc  
 
7.30 pm   The Story of St Non                                Oriel Y Parc  
 
7.30 pm                        Twmpath gan Dawnswr Glan Cleddau                           Neuadd y Ddinas 
 

Sunday 3
rd

 March 
 

10.00 am - 12.30 pm   Images of St Non                       Oriel Y Parc  
 
10.00 am - 4.00 pm      Historical Society Exhibition                                           Memorial Hall 
 
 

Monday 4
th

 March 
 
9.30 am            Ring by local band prior to school service         Porth y Twr 
 
10.00 am            School children’s service                     Cathedral  
 

 
  

** EISTEDDFOD TYDDEWI ** 
 

Eisteddfod Tyddewi 2019                                        St Davids Eisteddfod 2019 
Thema “Hedfan”                                                                                        Theme “Flying” 
 

Dydd Iau, Chwefror 28, 2019                                                                             Thursday, February 28, 2019 
Neuadd y Ddinas, Tyddewi                                                                                             City Hall, St Davids 
(Edrychwn ymlaen i’ch gweld chi i gyd)                                                  (We look forward to seeing you all) 
Cofiwch gystadlu yn y cystadlaethau                                                     Remember to try the homework 
gwaith cartref a llwyfan                                                                                          and stage competitions. 
Dewch i fwynhau’r hwyl !                                                                                  Come and enjoy the fun !  
Mae copïau o Raglen yr Eisteddfod                                                     Copies of The Eisteddfod Programme 
ar gael gan y Cydlynydd:                                                                        are available from the Co-ordinator: 
 

Mrs Glenys James, 
15 Maes yr Hedydd, Tyddewi / St Davids SA62 6QW 

Tel: (01437) 720447 
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Lantern Walk for Shalom House Palliative Care Centre  

 
We would like to invite anyone wishing to remember someone special to join us. As well 
as remembering a loved one, your donation will support the vital work of Shalom House. 
 

We will gather at Penrhiw Priory on Friday 22nd March from 4.30pm for 
registration (garden closes at 6.15pm) and a complimentary tea or coffee, 
followed by a short walk through the woodland walkway to the gardens. Here we 
will leave our lanterns for our loved ones.  
 

The woodland walkway is not suitable for those with walking difficulties, however access to the 
patio that overlooks the gardens is available via a flat stone path. 
 

Parking is available for a small number of cars only in the meadow adjacent to Penrhiw Priory. 
Please follow the designated signs from the entrance of Penrhiw Priory to the Meadow. 
Alternatively, Penrhiw is just a short walk from the car park at Quickwell Hill. Please contact 
Penrhiw Priory on 01437 725 588 for further information. 

 
Suggested donation £10 per person, £20 per family 

All proceeds will go to Shalom House Palliative Care Centre 
Please bring your own glass jar, with string handle, candles provided 

MERCHED Y WAWR BRO DDEWI 
Daeth nifer o aelodau ynghyd yn festri Seion Nos Fercher 21ain 
Tachwedd i baratoi addurniadau ar gyfer cystadleuaeth Coeden 
Nadolig y ddinas.Yr Wyddor Gymraeg oedd ei thema a'r wythnos 
olynol aeth yr aleodau ati i hongian llythrennau ar y goeden ac 
engrheifftiau o'r wyddor o'i chwmpas.Edrychai'n syfrdanol iawn. 

 
Ymunodd pymtheg aelod am ginio Nadolig yng ngwesty'r Groes,canol dydd,ar 
8fed Rhagfyr. Cawsom fwyd blasus iawn a phob sylw gan y gweinyddion oedd yn 
gofalu amdanom.Cytunodd pawb eu bod wedi mwynhau prynhawn pleserus 
trosben. 
 
I ddathlu cyfarfod cyntaf 2019 ar 9fed Ionawr daeth Betsan Twose atom o fferm 
Maenhir ar bwys Login i greu cacennau a danteithion. Bu hi'n coginio pethau 
melys mewn sawl gwesty ar ddechrau ei gyrfa cyn penderfynnu sefydlu ei 
busnes ei hunan sef 'Becws Bets'.Mae'n arbenigo mewn cacennau ffansi 
drosben sy'n cyfleu ei dawn i arlunio mewn defnyddiau melys a mae'n dal i 
baratoi danteithion ar gyfer sawl gwesty lleol.Gellir prynu eu chacennau mewn 
nifer o siopau hefyd yn ogystal a gofyn iddi greu cacen unigryw.Cawsom gyfle i 
flasu'r melysion hyfryd a'u mwynhau gyda disied wrth sgwrsio gyda Betsan am ei 
busnes. Diolch iddi am ei chyflwyniad ac am ddod o bellter i siarad â ni. Wedyn 
fe gawsom gyfarfod byr i drafod eitemau'r agenda. 
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Report from County Councillor David Lloyd 
 

EU to fund Pembrokeshire Wexford link project  

Last week it was finally confirmed that EU funding (£1.9m) had been secured by a 
partnership between Pembrokeshire County Council and Wexford County Council for a three-
year project starting in July 2019. It involves the Ferns area of SE Ireland and Dewisland, 
North West  Pembrokeshire. Called Rediscovering Ancient Connections -The Saints it takes 
its inspiration from the story of the early Saints - Aidan (Ferns) and David (St Davids and 
Wales). It emphasises the strong connections that have existed for centuries between Ireland 
and Wales.  

This remarkable initiative arose from the highly ambitious bid for St Davids to be the next City of Culture. The 
main aim of the project will be to increase overseas visitors to both areas, particularly in the less busy times of the 
year.  It offers a great opportunity for local individuals and organisations to get involved.  

The organising team will comprise an overall manager based in Pembrokeshire and two officers, one based in 
Pembrokeshire and the other in Wexford. Adverts have gone out attracting 28 applications for the manager’s post 
and 35 for the Pembrokeshire based officer’s post. 

The project which is part-funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund through the Ireland Wales 2014-2020 Co-
operation Programme to address common economic and 
social challenges, is an opportunity to strengthen the already 
strong cultural and personal ties between Wales and Ireland, 
an uplifting thought in these uncertain times of Brexit. 

To find out what is happening keep an eye on www.visitpembrokeshire.com from this summer onwards.  

St Davids Wellbeing centre is to move and unite with Menvia Spa at their Goat Street 
premises. The move is planned for the beginning of April when the two organisations will 
begin to operate jointly from the picturesque premises in Goat Street (formerly Steve 
Robinson Glass Studio and Gallery).  
 
St Davids Wellbeing launched their Nun Street centre in April 2016, providing essential health and wellbeing 
services for the community and visitors to the historic city. In response to increasing demand, and now home to a 
team of 13 in-house specialist practitioners plus associates, St Davids Wellbeing is pleased to be able to offer their 
clients a larger and more flexible space within the city centre. 
 
Lisa Smith, founder and owner of St Davids Wellbeing and St Davids Yoga is delighted to share news about the 
organic growth of the business. “This merger with Menevia Spa is an amazing opportunity for all our practitioners 
and teachers to expand and grow what we currently offer, and continue to serve our community and visitors. 
 
We had the idea for a wellbeing centre about 8 years ago when we realised how many of us were striving to succeed 
on our own, and we are delighted that our initial idea has come to fruition through the provision of quality and 
professional wellbeing services under one roof.  
 

We work with all members of our community from the children who come to Kate’s cookery workshops to the 
eldery who access a subsidised foot clinic. This provision has grown and has positively impacted residents and 
visitors to St Davids, so we are delighted about moving onto Phase 2 of this essential community service.” 
 

‘Menevia’ the original name for St Davids in Celtic Wales currently offers spa and beauty treatments with 
aspirations to create a traditional Bath House and Spa long term. Founder and owner, Lucy Rees is looking forward 
to working with Lisa to further enhance the wellbeing of St Davids community. 
 
Lucy is equally excited that the St Davids Wellbeing team will integrate into the new location and merge into 
‘Menevia Wellbeing and Spa’. “This seems such a natural progression for both of us, and we are so happy being 
able to support a great local service with a new home at Menevia. This will enhance both businesses in opportunities 
and environment, as well as add fantastic new levels of professional services and community links. Together we will 
be able to offer a well-rounded experience for everybody, both locals and those visiting the area.” 
 
To follow development on this new venture, follow St Davids Wellbeing and Menevia Spa facebook pages or visit 
http://stdavidswellbeing.co.uk or https://www.meneviaspa.co.uk. 

St Davids Wellbeing to move and unite with Menevia Spa  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fstdavidswellbeing.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR398zMw_IPUfE5aw_V7qitrAoNtXXBspH5echYh84zxA0fQPSGJ03LP3JE&h=AT0493_dBjKmmgUsUvJqNlzHMe1bk1Qt04f8kNH_mTpkCNE995KF7BhqiURaiX4YmVfLA7p_1aH8-Pf6c7f98Aig7Y2USAgMweuGhnsHiU-f7UoAG
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.meneviaspa.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1WM-YmHXK_TDH5j8I3ZeWz2CcDyVX0fLjHVve-gSc1eqoR5AJlE5HrzyE&h=AT0493_dBjKmmgUsUvJqNlzHMe1bk1Qt04f8kNH_mTpkCNE995KF7BhqiURaiX4YmVfLA7p_1aH8-Pf6c7f98Aig7Y2USAgMweuGhnsHiU-f7UoAGZo
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St David’s Cathedral Festival, 24
th

 to 31
st
 May  

 

Sarah Green, St Davids Cathedral Festival Administrator, says there is something for     
everyone at this year’s festival 
 

Music is an integral and important part of the life of our cathedral and 2019 marks the 41st 
consecutive year of its festival, when this wonderful aspect of the cathedral’s life and work is 
put in the spotlight. Even more significantly for me, having enjoyed coming to many festival 
events over the years, I am now the Administrator, and therefore I have become a lynch-pin of 
the team that is organising it! I was brought up in St Davids and learned to be a bellringer in Porth-y-Tŵr (St Davids 
Gatehouse), where the cathedral’s ring of ten bells now hangs. I am still one of the bellringers there, but in my new 
job I feel privileged to have an even closer relationship with the cathedral and especially its rich musical life.  
 
Looking behind the scenes, so to speak, I am more aware of the dedicated and inspiring work that goes into the 
cathedral’s musical life, thanks to Oliver Waterer, our music director, Simon Pearce, our organist, the choirs, choral 
scholars, lay clerks, clergy, vergers and many more from our local community and beyond. We are all pleased to be 
able to share this musical life with our neighbours and with visitors.  
 
The programme for this year’s festival, starting on Friday 24th May, includes an eclectic mix of music and song, 
both sacred and secular, with something for everyone.  It will be launched by the Children’s Festival Chorus with 
musicians from the BBC National Orchestra of Wales (NOW); other items include BBC NOW with soloist David 
Briggs, the latter will also be giving an organ recital; St Davids Cathedral Choir with British Sinfonietta Brass and 
Organ; Jack Liebeck & Friends, Marsyas Trio and Smoking Apples; Calan, Young Musician of Dyfed, and much 
more. Wednesday Choral Evensong will again be broadcast live on BBC Radio 3.  
 
This year’s event will include a major exhibition on the history of the festival St Davids Cathedral Festival - A 
Musical Life in print and posters organised by founder member Christopher Taylor.  
 
The provisional programme is on our website at https://stdavidscathedralfestival.co.uk/programme, where you will 
also find news and updates and contact details. My colleagues and I are grateful to Arts Council Wales for their 
financial support, and, as 
always, we thank the 
festival’s donors, subscribers, 
supporters and patrons.  
 
Priority booking for them will 
open on 8th March. General 
booking will open on line 
from 22nd March and tickets 
will be on sale at the festival 
box office in The Pebbles, St 
Davids, from 17th May. Please 
let me know if you have any 
questions or, if you use a 
wheelchair or mobility 
scooter, you want to book a 
space and reserve parking.  

Vox Angelica and friends performing at last year’s festival                         Photo Philip Clarke  

Eglwysi Ynghyd Tyddewi A'r Cylch - St Davids and District Churches Together 
 

On Sunday 20th January St Davids and District Churches Together held an Ecumenical Act of Worship in St Davids 
Tabernacle Church Vestry. The guest speaker was the Revd Geraint Michael, joint leader of Y Groesfan in St. 
Davids, who gave us a very inspiring message. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2019 material was prepared 
by the Christians from Indonesia and the theme was 'Only Justice'. The service was well attended with people from 
local places of worship. We were encouraged to attend 4 Biblical Reflections during the week. To complete the 
week a Cawl and Crumble was held in the City Hall on Saturday 26th January. This was very well attended and we 
want to say a big thank you to all who helped on the day, who made the lovely crumbles and to all who supported 
the event. Our very grateful thanks to The Farmers Arms and The Bishops for yet again providing the yummy 
Cawl.  A sum of £325 was raised at the Cawl and £131.50 at the service. The proceeds will go towards the Churches 
Together Disaster Fund. Our next meeting will be on Thursday 14 March at 7.15 pm in Seion Chapel Vestry. All 

https://stdavidscathedralfestival.co.uk/programme
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Defibrillator Training  
St Davids Fire and Rescue Service is offering Defibrillator Training to local groups or individuals free of 

charge. Please contact Les Owen, Watch Manger at l.owen@mawwfire.gov.uk for more information.  

Monday nights 7.00pm - 9.00pm at St David’s Sports Hall. 

Adults and Children aged 9 years and over. New members welcome! 

For more information visit our website at  

www.stdavidsbadmintonclub.co.uk or simply turn up on a club night. 

A fantastic turn out for the Festival of Christmas Trees this year, an amazing 21 trees entered the competition. The 
Christmas Tree Association would like to thank everyone who entered a tree, this event could not have happened 
without them. The association would also like to thank everyone who donated raffle prizes, sold raffle tickets, 
volunteered on the day and to the public who came and voted. They were overwhelmed with your kindness. 
The winners were announced at the Tree Lighting Ceremony on Saturday 1st December and the results were as 
follows: 
 

Children’s Tree 
 

1st – Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi – Aiden 
Campus 
2nd – Junior Netball 
3rd – Wyncliff Child Care 
 

Adults’ Trees 
 

1st – Good Neighbours 
2nd – Menivia WI 
3rd – Reinvention Hair Salon 
 

Overall Winner 
 

The Good Neighbours 
 

Seen in our picture are the children’s 
winning tree and the overall winner 

Festival of Christmas Trees more popular than ever 

The Mayor Cllr Mike Chant presenting the Good Neighbour Group the Prize for being the overall winners of the Festival of Christmas 
Trees. Seen in the photo are the members of the group with the Mayor and Bethan Price Chair of the Christmas Tree Association.  

Photo  
Bethan Price  

http://www.stdavidsbadmintonclub.co.uk
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Seen following the Christmas lighting ceremony are Simon Pearce, Canon Leigh Richardson, the Mayor, Very Revd 
Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, Cerys Rhys-Harries Head Girl, and Peter Richards, Head Boy and Pachg Wiliam Owen.   

Father Christmas and his 
elves with Cllr Emma Evans, 
husband Mark and their 
children Eliza Mary and 
Liliwen. 
 
Members of 948 ATC 
Haverfordwest and St Davids 
Squadron provided 
entertainment at the annual 
Christmas Civic Reception.  
 
The Annual Christmas Senior 
Citizens lunch was once again 
a very popular and happy 
event.  The meal was 
prepared by Paul Evans, Nan 
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The children of Aiden Campus -Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi, appearing for the first time as part of one school, performed a 
delightful nativity play for the guests at the annual Christmas Senior Citizens lunch at the City Hall.   
 
The guests were greeted at the lunch by the St Davids Cathedral Handbell Ringers, and the Cathedral Choral 
Scholars, accompanied by Simon Pearce, led the singing of carols at the end of the meal.   

Business 
1st – G W Davies & Sons 

2nd – Tyddewi Gallery 

3rd – Bwythyn Y Bwyd 

Residential 
1st – Tony & Janette Pearce 

2nd – Nick & Sharon Price 

3rd – Frank John & 

Carmel Bolger  

 – Care in the Community 

The judging of the Christmas lights was undertaken by the Mayor and Mayoress of St Davids, Cllr Mike 
Chant and Sue Fairlie-Chant.  
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Afon Alun and its Bridges          By Peter BS Davies 

 

Today the traveller entering Wales by road crosses one of two massive bridges over the mighty Severn. At the 
opposite end of the M4 corridor the bridges over the Alun are tiny by comparison, but most are much older. 
In his list of Pembrokeshire bridges, George Owen (c1600) names six, working upstream from Porthclais, 
though the final two are in reverse order. ‘The River Alun Remembers’ (St Davids Women’s Institute, 1993) 
adds two more stone bridges as well as temporary stone or wooden crossings. An article in ‘The New 
Illustrated Guide to Historic St Davids’ (1917) by M J Owen contains contemporary photographs of the 
bridges. According to Owen the bridges were in order (starting at Porthclais); Pont Porth Llysky. Pont Melin 
Mynyw, Pont Cerwin Dewy, Church Bridge, College Bridge, Pont y Gwryd, Pont y Penith. All are clearly 
identifiable, though differently known today. ‘The River Alun Remembers’ adds Pont Drws Gobaith, on a 
minor road across the Dowrog and Pont y Rhyd on the main road to Whitesands. 

 
Pont Porthclais is the name by which the first bridge on Owen’s list 
is now known. It is also the oldest of the surviving bridges; a 
traditional clapper bridge, consisting of a single massive slab 
spanning the main stream, with two smaller slabs over side 
channels to accommodate higher flows. The next bridge upstream 
is today called Pont Melin Isaf after the Bishop’s Lower Mill or 
DewstonMill recorded in 1326. Mynyw or Menevia was the former 
name for St Davids. The concrete structure is recent, though the 
original would have been, like other early crossings, a simple stone 
slab. Another ‘Clapper Bridge’ is the Palace Footbridge, adjacent to 
the ford below the Cathedral. The present concrete bridge is 
modern; Lord’s 1720 plan shows only the two arched bridges in the 
Close, but a stone predecessor is shown in nineteenth century 
drawings. 
 

Pont Drws Gobaith is a low arch bridge on a track across the Dowrog Moor. The term Dowrog Bridge found in 
early census returns refers to cottages on the main Fishguard road.  The next bridge, Pont y Gwrhyd is probably 
better known today as Rhodiad Bridge. The present two arched bridge (one carries the tailrace of nearby Gwrhyd 
Mill) only opened in the 1880s, replacing the Gorid Bridge shown on Ogilvy’s 1675 map of the pilgrim road from 
Holywell to St Davids. The new bridge takes its name from the adjacent hamlet of Rhodiad y Brenin (King’s 
Highway) commemorating the passage of King Henry II on his journey homeward from St Davids. Pont y Rhyd 
(Bridge of the Ford), also known as Penarthur Bridge; today carries the busy main road to Whitesands; it is not 
shown on the Tithe Map of 1840. A single span, stone arch bridge, it is essentially similar to the much older 
examples of the Close, described by Francis Kilvert as “the short quaint old bridges over the Alan”. An aerial 
photograph dated 1956 shows evidence of a track which ran directly from the river crossing to Penarthur. 
 

At this point the river turns south before flowing past Melin Dan y Rhiw, formerly a Carding Mill. It then passes 
under Pont y Penyd (Penitent’s Bridge) which carried the Feidr Dywyll (Dark Lane), the old pilgrim route (now a 
mere footpath) over the Alun to Porth Boning and into the Cathedral Close. Pont y Penyd is the first of four similar 
bridges with rounded Norman arches within St Davids itself. All are probably of medieval origin, though rebuilt and 
modified over the centuries. Pont y Penyd has in the last century been widened and realigned to cope with traffic 
from Quickwell Hill to Penarthur; traces of a second arch, blocked at this time, are still visible. 
 

The Alun meanders by Chancellor’s Meadow, before passing through 
an arch in the ruined Close Wall and becoming channelled between 
containing walls. It soon passes beneath the secluded College Bridge – 
the lane which it carries leads to the scant remains of what was once the 
Vicars College, as well as to the main gateway to St Mary’s College.  
Constrained between high walls the Alun slips by St Mary’s College to 
the Cathedral and what Owen called Church Bridge, a wide, cobbled, 
pedestrian bridge (opposite the Cathedral and Cloisters) approached on 
one side by a flight of steps.  
 

Today it is known as Penyffos Bridge, its medieval arch replaced the 
Llech Lafar (Speaking Stone), a stone slab which once spanned the 
river at this point. The bridge provided a convenient link between 
Cathedral and Palace as well as being the main approach from the 
White Gate. Giraldus Cambresis describes how King Henry II crossed 
over Llech Lafar on his return from Ireland in 1172. Owen’s 
identification of Church Bridge and therefore of College Bridge is 
obviously correct; Myfanwy Owen gives them respectively as College 
Bridge and Cloister Bridge. Was she mistaken, or had the names been 
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The river runs across the old Ford, then passes under the 
Footbridge, before rushing past the Fishpond to the 
Close Wall and Pont Cerwyn Dewi (Bridge of Dewi’s 
Vat). The bridge is two arched; one arch, which carries 
a small tower (Twr Bach), serves the leat of Felin Isaf. 
The other takes the main river down the Merryvale – 
hence the everyday name of Merryvale Bridge - towards 
Porthclais. It was one of two bridges badly damaged by 
a flood in1834 but was afterwards rebuilt and 
strengthened. The bridge eventually proved too narrow 
for modern transport. Instead of widening the original 
bridge, a particularly unattractive concrete crossing was 
erected alongside; destroying an iconic view of bridge 
and Cathedral.    

Another new bridge was built in 1985 over the Ford in 
Porthclais. Side by side they stand; the smallest and the 
largest, the oldest and the newest of the bridges that 
have carried the pilgrims across the Alun for a thousand 
years or more.   
  Over the years the bridges have served as trysting 
points for young folk. What everyday names did the 
local inhabitants give to each of the bridges when they 
were arranging a meeting place? 

The Queen and Dean Wyn Evans greeted by enthusiastic well 
wishers as they crossed the modern concrete bridge adjacent to 
the Bishop’s Palace – see our story on page 4. 

Soul Funk Fundraiser for Shalom 
 

 

Dance the night away with top local DJ MRA - 
of the popular Move on Up and Get on Down - 

and support our local hospice at the same time.  
 

Saturday 6th April 8.00pm til Midnight at St 
Davids Rugby Football Club,  

Nun Street, St Davids, SA62 6BP 
Tickets on sale from £10 -  

Watch out for further details 

Cathedral and Merryvale bridge from SW, Mill Stream on right c1900 

 

Hannah 
Morris 
raised over 
£300, which 
included an 
£80 
donation, 
for the 
Children’s 
Society at a 
coffee 
morning 
held in the 
City Hall 

Seen in the photo are Rhian Barwick, Hannah Morris,   
Megan Rees and Amy Barwick 

Hannah raises £300 for Children’s Society 

Some of the Award Winners with Mrs Jacqueline Davies, 
granddaughter Evelyn Robinson, Paul Edey, David 
Haynes and Rod Williams 
 

Jeff was Chairman of the Friends of Oriel y Parc for 
many years prior to his death in the spring of 2016. 
He was a lover of the Sea, and was for years 
involved in the operation of the St Davids branch of 
the RNLI. It is in his memory that the Friends of 
Oriel y Parc have decided to establish this Art 
Competition. The Art Competition themed on ‘The 
Sea’ was open to pupils on all three campuses of 
Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi. Three prizes were awarded in 
each campus, but in the event, 4 prizes in each 
category were presented as the judges found it 
impossible to separate some individuals. 
 

Prize winners were:  
Campus Dewi: 1st Prize: Samantha Semaani, Joint 
2nd Prize: Isabel Howe and Nathan Howe, 3rd Prize: 
Dionne Kingston 
 

Campus Non: 1st Prize: Carys Reason, 2nd Prize 
Macy Price, Joint 3rd Prize: Sebastian Semaani and 
Akela Southwell  
 

Campus Aiden: 1st Prize: Toby O’Brien,  Joint 2nd 
Prize: Myla-Rose Robinson  and Iestyn Arthur Day, 
3rd Prize:Poppy Hopkins 

The Jeff Davies Award 
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Distinguished church musician with special links to St Davids      Book review by Chris Taylor 

 

A new book recently presented to the cathedral library records the career of one of 
the most eminent church musicians of the early 20

th
 century who started his 

professional life here at the cathedral in 1897 at the early age of 14. 
 
Sir William Henry Harris by John Henderson and Trevor Jarvis tells the story of how this 
young man from Tulse Hill, London came to St Davids to be a pupil of the then cathedral 
organist, Herbert Morris, who was renowned as one of the most brilliant players of his 
generation. 
  
William Harris only stayed for two years in St Davids, but gained a considerable 
experience at this young age both in playing the organ and assisting in directing the choir. 
And to ensure the continuance of his general education he was enrolled at the newly 
opened County School in the Old Town Hall in Town Hall Lane. We have no information 
as to where he may have resided during his time in St Davids. 
 
What is certain is that he went on to have a most successful career as an organist, choir director and composer, and 
several of his compositions remain in the repertoire of the cathedral choir today. Indeed the choir’s most recent CD, 
The Feast of St David, includes his introit King of Glory, King of Peace. Harris eventually went on to be organist of 
St George’s Chapel Windsor. He was knighted by the Queen in 1954. 
 
Harris was also involved in a publishing endeavour with important links to St Davids. As part of his immensely 
successful musical life he had in 1906 assisted Ralph Vaughan Williams in producing the ground breaking English 
Hymnal. It was with this background that in the 1930s, and especially between 1941 and 1951, he brought his skills 
as music assessor to assist another W H Harris, the then Professor of Welsh at St Davids’s College Lampeter, also an 

able musician, who was at that time compiling and translating for the new Welsh 
hymnal Emynau’r Eglwys. 
 
Professor Harris was also a canon of the cathedral, becoming Canon Treasurer in 
1948, and he also happened to be the father of another distinguished church 
musician Llywela Harris who would one day become Warden and Director of 
Studies at the Royal School of Church Music, and later a most successful 
administrator of St Davids Cathedral Festival. Thanks to Llywela the story of the 
link between the two ‘WHHs’ is delightfully included in the new book. 
 
Professor Harris always enjoyed his association with Sir William, especially visits 
to Windsor over the years. The two families became close, with Sir William’s 
returning for regular holidays in St Davids, staying, as Llywela remembers it, in 
Royal Terrace. Llywela is still in touch with one of his daughters now living in 
Winchester. 
 
It was Llywela who presented a copy of this new biography to the Cathedral 
Library in memory of her father, and which was accepted on behalf of the library 
by Mari James. Our picture shows Llywela at the organ in the Lady Chapel, on her 
retirement day, holding a collection of 32 hymns, her father’s contribution to  
Emynau’r Eglwys. 

 
Sir William Henry Harris is published at £18.95 by the Royal School of Church Music. 

St Davids Under Fives Mother and Toddler Group  
 
We had our playgroup Christmas party on the 20th 
December when Father Christmas visited the children 
and they had a party. Thank you Father Christmas for 
taking the time to visit the children! 
 
New playgroup times are 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm  
on a Thursday afternoon at the scout hut. 
 
For more information please contact Jess Evans on 
07891934203 
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Local AM Impressed by visit to St Davids Care in the Community 
 

Local Assembly Member Paul 
Davies recently met with a 
number of residents who are 
supported by St Davids Care in 
the Community. Mr Davies visited 
two of the six homes in the St 
Davids area which are run by the 
organisation. In addition, the local 
Assembly Member viewed art 
work created by residents, which 
is currently being exhibited at 
The Round Tower at Oriel y Parc, 
St Davids. 
 

Commenting on his visit to St 
Davids, Mr Davies said “I was 
delighted to meet a number of 
residents and visit their homes at Fairfield and Anghorfa Dawel. Creative arts, and activities in the open 
air, such as gardening, are amongst a whole range of pursuits that residents can take part in, and it was 
clear to me how much the residents enjoyed this. It was also wonderful to see the close interaction 
between residents living at the different homes, and indeed the part that residents play in the day-to-day 
life of St Davids” 
 

“Seeing the artwork created by residents in the fantastic setting of Oriel y Parc was a fitting tribute to the 
hard work the residents put in to create it, and from reading the comments book it was clear that the 
general public have greatly enjoyed viewing the very creative and colourful work.” 
 

“I would like to thank the residents, staff and Lyn Hall, Managing Director of St Davids Care in the 
Community for the wonderful welcome I received during my visit. Last year saw the 40th anniversary of 
the establishment of their first home in St Davids, and I am sure that the organisation will go from 
strength to strength in the coming years.” 
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Compiled and edited by Jessica Foster, Heidi Gray and Chris Taylor. Published by St Davids City Council and printed by 
Right Price Print. Our thanks to all our contributors. For inclusion in future editions, please e-mail clerk@stdavids.gov.uk 

The deadline for our next issue will be Monday 3rd June 2019! 

 

This year we will be celebrating the 
150th anniversary of the RNLI lifeboat 
station at St Davids being established. 
 
Over the years, hundreds of dedicated 
volunteers from St Davids and Solva 
have given their time as fundraisers, 
officials or crew members. Over 380 
lives have been saved and hundreds 
more people brought to safety or 
assisted. 
 
The station will be receiving a new  
D-class inshore lifeboat in August and 
we are planning to combine the 
celebration of the anniversary with the 
naming ceremony for the new boat 
towards the end of the summer.  There 
will also be other events taking place 
during the year and further information 
will be available in the coming weeks. 
 
In the meantime, since the beginning of 
the year, we have been posting a picture 
or story from the archives each week 
onto our Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram accounts. 
 
If anyone has any pictures that they 
think worth adding to our collection 
please email them to  
st-davids@rnli.org.uk or bring them 
down to the boathouse. 
 
We are especially keen to see any 
photos of the Sŵn-y-Mor lifeboat which 
was at St Davids from 1936 until 1963, 
crew photos from the 1940s or any 
pictures of former coxswains William 
Narbett (1903) or Eleazer James (1918-
1923). 

RNLI to celebrate 150 years in St Davids  

St Davids Escapes 
 

A new and exciting holiday cottage agency launched in January across the St Davids Peninsula. We are based in St 
Davids and specialize in personally-selected holiday homes that guests fall in love with. We have a range of 4 and 5 
Star holiday cottages, for relaxed self-catering holidays on the St Davids Peninsula. From Britain’s smallest city, St 
Davids to the Harbour Village of Porthgain, all our properties are lovingly presented and well equipped for the 
perfect break in North Pembrokeshire.  We are small enough to care, with a very personal approach to dealing with 
both owners and guests. We aim to offer an unrivalled service for both owners and guests alike. 
 

We also hope to work very closely with local businesses, supporting them and promoting them through our social 
media accounts and suggestions for holidaymakers. We are supporting St Davids RNLI as our chosen 
charity and hoping to raise funds throughout the year for them. Guests are asked to make a donation at 
the time of booking, which we will present to St Davids Lifeboat Station at the end of the year. 

mailto:st-davids@rnli.org.uk

