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Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the Council on Monday 6 July 2026 in the Council Chamber at 

7.00pm 

Present: Mayor Cllr S Foster, Deputy Mayor Cllr DJ Griffiths, Cllr ES Evans, Cllr MC Gray, Cllr FD John, 

Cllr B Lloyd (left the meeting at 9.00pm), Cllr S Minas, Cllr R Price, Cllr S Sehmi, & Cllr RJ Thornton, with 

S Mann (Clerk), & W Mann (RFO). 

38 Apologies for Absence: Elected members summoned to this meeting who cannot attend must 

notify the Clerk in advance. Apologies are formally recorded in the minutes with reasons given 

and approved by the Council, as required by Standing Order 4 and the Local Government Act 

1972. The attendance or absence of council officers is recorded in the minutes but does not 

require formal approval, as officers are not summoned under statutory requirements.  

a. RESOLVED: That apologies from Cllr W Chant & BT Price be accepted and approved.

b. Noted: Apologies received from JE Foster (Deputy Clerk).

39 Declarations of Interest: Members are requested to declare any personal or prejudicial 

interests in matters on the agenda in accordance with Standing Order 7(s) and the Council's 

Code of Conduct. Members are reminded that they should withdraw from discussions where 

their interest could reasonably be viewed by a member of the public, with knowledge of the 

facts, as significant enough to prejudice judgment. This procedure maintains public 

confidence in the Council's decision-making process. 

a. Cllr ES Evans declared a personal interest in items 56 and 57.

b. Cllr RJ Thornton declared a personal interest in items 56 and 57, as school governor.

40 Confirmation of Minutes: Minute confirmation is for agreeing that the minutes accurately 

record the decisions (resolutions) made at the meeting. Amendments to correct any 

inaccuracy in the draft minutes (including grammatical errors, typos, numbering errors, 

incorrect recording of decisions, or other errors) must be moved as a motion under Standing 

Order 14(a)(i).  

a. Monthly Meeting of Council on Monday 1 June 2026: The following amendments

were moved as a motion under Standing Order 14(a)(i):

i. Cllr R Price - the minute under Any Other Business should refer to the Ocean

Haze sign, not Glasfryn.

ii. Cllr R Price - Finance Report: his request had been for a breakdown of

Whitesands car park takings for Whitsun week. The RFO asked that, given

workload, such requests be prioritised through the Council; Cllr R Price to

write setting out the reasons for the request.
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iii. Cllr ES Evans - Minute 36: not all of the groups listed are City Council-led 

groups; some members were appointed as link councillors only. 

iv. Cllr B Lloyd - Minute 23(l): the charity going forward is Tŷ Pawb, not St Davids 

Scout Hut. 

RESOLVED: That the amendments be approved and that the Minutes of the Monthly 

Meeting of 1 June 2026 be confirmed as a correct record as so amended, in 

accordance with Standing Order 16(c) 

41 Matters Arising from Monthly Meeting Minutes - Monday 1 June 2026: In accordance with 

best practice governance procedure, Matters Arising is intended to report progress on 

previously recorded matters only. Any matters requiring formal Council decisions will be 

included as separate agenda items.  

a. Workplace Assessment and Meeting Frequency - Assessment completed end June 

2026; outcome and recommendations to be confirmed. Council to await 

consideration of the findings by the Staffing Committee, staff, and full Council before 

any decision on meeting frequency. 

b. Councillor Training Programme 2026-27 - Bespoke virtual training approved, 

beginning with Modules 1 and 2. Arrangements initiated; sessions booked for 20 and 

27 July. Members confirmed their preference to attend in person in the Council 

Chamber or via link. 

c. Cross Square Trip Hazards - Remedial Works - Quotation from Mr Idwal Phillips 

approved, subject to confirmation that replacement slabs will be like for like. 

Contractor notified. Works remain scheduled to commence 1 October 2026. 

d. DARC Project - Accuracy of PARC Publications - Clerk wrote to PARC requesting that 

future publications accurately reflect the Council's voting record on the DARC 

proposal. Completed. 

e. Welsh Flag Bunting - High Street Summer 2026 - Budget of up to £3,000 approved 

(Minute 31, 1 June 2026) for purchase and erection/dismantling of non-plastic 

bunting for summer 2026, and to mark the National Eisteddfod Lord Rhys procession 

19 June. Cotton bunting purchased at a cost of £2,616.78. Due to delivery delays, the 

supplier provided polyester contingency bunting free of charge, installed on 17 June 

ahead of the procession, with out-of-hours installation required at short notice at a 

MEWP hire cost of £580. Both payments were included in the June 2026 financial 

report approved under Minute 48. Members indicated their preference that the 



DRAFT

CYNGOR DINAS TYDDEWI  ST DAVIDS CITY COUNCIL 

3 

 

cotton bunting, once delivered, be used to extend coverage further along the High 

Street to Cross Square rather than replace the contingency bunting this year. 

f. City Council Congratulations Card - Local artists to be invited to submit ideas or grant 

permission to use their works, up to five artists; Clerk to arrange printing. Invitations 

sent 24 June; positive responses received from two artists to date. 

g. Council Photography - Photography session approved, comprising individual and 

group photographs; professional photographer offer noted. Photographer booked for 

6 July. 

h. Donated Commemorative Display - St Davids Fire Station, 1959 - Items to be retained 

and displayed at the Memorial Hall. Signed letter from the donor received 1 July, 

confirming the terms of the donation. Completed. 

i. Adoption of One Voice Wales TOIL Policy - Deferred to the Staffing Committee. 

Ongoing. 

j. Planning (PCNPA) - NP/26/0231/FUL, Eryl Mor, New Street - Application supported; 

Clerk reported back to PCNPA on the LDP position 4 June. Following a requisition to 

rescind the resolution, an Extraordinary Meeting was called for 22 June 2026 to allow 

reconsideration; the requisition did not achieve the required nine signatures and the 

meeting did not proceed. The Council's resolved position to support the application 

therefore stands and was formally confirmed to PCNPA on 23 June, acknowledged by 

PCNPA as the Council's formal response on 25 June. Completed. 

42 Mayor's Announcements and Reports from Members Representing the Council 

The Mayor reported on a busy month of civic services, receptions and community events, 

including events connected with the Lesotho visit, and expressed a wish to visit Lesotho in due 

course. Anniversary cards and flowers have been presented to residents celebrating golden 

weddings. A Mayor's report has been published in the newsletter and will continue monthly. 

For information only; no decisions taken. 

Cllr R Price reported that the Big Food Festival planned for the Rugby Club will not now 

proceed, the organisers having been unable to commit financially. Noted. 

43 Public Representations: Members of the public may address the Council regarding matters 

already listed on this agenda only, in accordance with Section 48 of the Local Government and 

Elections (Wales) Act 2021 and Standing Orders section 7. This is distinct from formal 

presentations by invited speakers on specific agenda items. Public representation is limited to 

20 minutes total; 3 minutes per speaker; directed to Chair only. Public participation in debate 

is not permitted as Council meetings are formal decision-making forums where elected 
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Councillors deliberate and vote on behalf of the community. Questions requiring detailed 

responses should be submitted to the Clerk outside of meetings.  

a. No public representations were received. 

44 Annual and Well-being Report 2025-2026 

Section 52 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 places a duty on 

community and town councils to prepare and publish an annual report on the Council's 

priorities, activities and achievements. The Council has chosen to combine this with its 

contribution to the objectives of the Pembrokeshire Well-being Plan 2023-2028, in the spirit 

of Section 40 of the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 

The report details the Council's progress during 2025-2026 in contributing to the three priority 

areas of the Pembrokeshire Well-being Plan: 

a. Reducing Poverty and Inequalities. 

b. Strengthening Communities. 

c. Tackling Climate Change and the Nature Emergency. 

It also sets out the Council's financial summary for 2025-26 and priorities for the coming year. 

RESOLVED: That amendments be made, the amended report be recirculated to Members 

(tracked changes) for review, and the report be brought back for approval and authorisation 

to publish at the September 2026 meeting. 

45 Action Log - Introduction  

At the Monthly Meeting of 1 June 2026 (Minute 37(b)), the Council requested that an Action 

Log be placed on the agenda for consideration. One Voice Wales guidance confirms that action 

columns are not appropriate practice for formal Town Council minutes, and that an Action Log 

should be presented as a separate accompanying document for the Council to note - not as a 

standing agenda item. The Log will record the Clerk's progress on corporate resolutions and 

matters formally delegated by the Council, ensuring continuity of business without 

duplication. It will supersede the existing Matters Arising item. No decisions may be taken on 

the Action Log; matters requiring a formal Council decision must be listed as separate agenda 

items. 

RESOLVED: To approve the introduction of the Action Log, as an accompanying document in 

line with One Voice Wales guidance, with effect from the September 2026 meeting, 

superseding the Matters Arising item. 

46 City Charter and Boundary Changes - Constitutional Position  

Following the confirmed boundary changes taking effect on 6 May 2027 (transfer of 

Llandruidion from St Davids to Solva Community, and reduction of the Council from 12 to 11 
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councillors), the Clerk wrote to the Lord-Lieutenant of Dyfed on 13 April 2026 to seek guidance 

on whether St Davids' chartered city status raises any constitutional or ceremonial 

considerations. The Lord-Lieutenant has confirmed that the existence of a Royal Charter 

cannot prevent the Boundary Commission and Welsh Government from altering 

administrative boundaries, and that there is no requirement to notify the Crown unless the 

change is made by Act of Parliament, which does not apply here. 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk write to the appropriate Welsh Government Minister, using the 

initial letter of objection previously sent to Paul Davies MS, updated to include the population 

change, requesting on behalf of residents that Llandruidion remains within the St Davids ward 

and that the current situation be maintained. 

47 Welsh Ambulance Service - Community Welfare and First Responder Provision 

Following Minutes 215 and 263, the Clerk has received confirmation from WAST that there 

are no concerns over the quantity of medication or proposed security arrangements, access 

being limited to WAST's Community First Responders. This has been passed to the Council's 

insurer, whose response is anticipated by the time of the meeting. 

RESOLVED: To authorise the Clerk to proceed, subject to confirmation from the Council's 

insurer. 

48 Accounts 

a. RESOLVED: To approve the Internal Audit report for May 2026. 

b. RESOLVED: To approve the Financial Statements for June 2026. 

c. The RFO reminded the meeting that by now the 18 High Street Working Group should 

have prepared at least an affordability plan for the house development - along with a 

Development Business Plan to present to the community for approval. Without – at 

least – an affordability plan the Finance Committee will not be able to begin to 

prepare 2027/2028 budgeting and precepting recommendations and satisfy the 

requirements for borrowing. 
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Balance @ Bank on 30-Jun-26 £132,938.14

Last month's donations £0.00 Last month's donations £0.00

2026 / 2027 Total £1,000.00

Balance available £16,690.00 Total Donations 26/27 £0.00

Income

City Hall £325

Whitesands (Includes Café Rent £30,470

Market £1,875

TOTAL £32,670

Expenditure £100+ Items

City Hall £23,808 £23,415

Whitesands £8,727 £8,604

Office & Administration £1,526 £1,069

Admin Staff Costs (Inc Hall Manager) £8,532 £8,532

Street Furniture £100 £0

Play Area £0 £0

Events £3,286 £3,197

Finance £114 £114

Market £710 £710

St Justinians £465 £465

TOTAL £47,268 ` £46,106

June-26

Addendum of Items of £100 plus Value is Attached

LGA 1972 Sec 214 Cemetery Maintenance

Financial Report 

LGA 1972 SEC 137 25/26 £17690
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MONTH

Hall

White 

Sands

St 

F'ture

Office 

Admin

Admin 

Staff

Play 

Area Events

St 

Justinian

s Finance Market

£16,838

Solar Panels 

Supply & Fit £16,838

£3,519

Non Domestic 

Rates £3,519

£2,617

Bunting 

Eisteddfod £2,617

£8,532

Salaries, 

Pensions,PAYE & 

NI £8,532

£1,850

Solar Panelling 

Scaffolding £1,850

£1,702 Atterndants Fees £1,702

£1,236

Bryn Road 

Toilets Cleaning £1,236

£1,104 Attendants Fees £1,104

£1,073

Council Tax 

House £1,073

£895 Attendants Fee £895

£720

Non Domestic 

Rates Hall £720

£714 Attendants Fee £714

£671 Attendants Fee £671

£642 Asbestos Survey £642

£580

Hoisting 

Eisteddfod 

Bunting £580

£465

Portaloo 

Cleaning £465

£397 June Newsletter £397

£332

Trade Waste Fee 

26/27 £332

£300 Attendants Fee £300

£274 Light & Heat £274

£200 Hanging Mozaic £200

£190

Solicitors Fees 

(Contract) £190

£160 Poo Bags £160

£150 Attendants Fee £150

£150 Attendants Fee £150

£142 Light & Heat £142

£104 Statonery £104

£116

Website 

&Security £116

£114 Bank charges £114

£110

Market Stall 

Storage £110

£108 Water Charges £108

£102 Phone Charges £102

£46,106 £23,415 £8,604 £0 £1,069 £8,532 £0 £3,197 £465 £114 £710

Jun-26

ADDENDUM TO FINANCIAL REPORT TRANSACTIONS £100 PLUS
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49 18 High Street - ATM Provision within the Planning Application: Authorisation Sought 

The 18 High Street Working Group has progressed the inclusion of an ATM within the planning 

application, due for submission mid-July, on its own initiative. This has not been authorised 

by a resolution of full Council. In 2023, Council considered and did not proceed with an ATM 

at City Hall - not primarily because an ATM was undesirable in principle, but because of 

viability concerns and heavily one-sided operator contract terms (exclusivity, cancellation 

penalties, liquidated damages). That risk lies in the choice of operator and contract, not in the 

planning application itself, which is permissive: approving ATM provision in the application 

secures the option to have one, without committing Council to any operator or terms. 

RESOLVED: 

a. To approve the inclusion of ATM provision within the 18 High Street planning 

application, enabling Meirion Williams to proceed with submission on schedule. 

b. That this approval relates solely to physical provision for an ATM within the 

application, and does not constitute approval of any ATM operator, installation, or 

contract. 

c. That no ATM operator or contract shall be entered into without a further, separate 

resolution of full Council, informed by the outcome of the LINK Access to Cash 

assessment and a legal review of proposed contract terms in light of the Council's 

2023 experience.  

d. It was further RESOLVED that a community member be invited to the September 

meeting to present proposals regarding a community banking and post office hub and 

related services. 

50 Overflow Car Park at Whitesands Bay - Approval of Licence Agreement with Nash Bros 

Following Audit Wales' recommendation to formalise the Council's overflow car park 

arrangement at Whitesands Bay, the Council instructed JCP Solicitors to review and 

renegotiate the licence with the landowners, Nash Bros.  

Amendments were agreed covering the licence period (1 March - 31 October, with actual use 

limited to no more than 28 days in any calendar year to remain within permitted development 

rights), defined opening times, the rubbish/indemnity clause, and access restrictions outside 

the licence period. Nash Bros have now accepted the final amended licence as drafted by the 

Council's solicitor and wish to proceed to signature. 

RESOLVED:  

a. To approve the final licence agreement with Nash Bros as negotiated; and 
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b. To authorise the Clerk to sign the licence for and on behalf of St Davids City Council as 

Licensee. 

c. Cllr BS Sehmi requested the licence agreement to include a header and footer with 

the date and version number for version control – as per council policy documents; 

agreed. 

51 Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi VA Proposal: Working Party to Promote St Davids and Attract Families 

Mrs Rachael Thomas, Headteacher of Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi VA, addressed the Council ahead of 

her retirement after 37 years of service. She reported strong school outcomes but raised 

concerns over declining primary pupil numbers and the high proportion of secondary pupils 

(c.32%) from outside the catchment, both of which affect future funding. She proposed the 

formation of a working party, including Solva Community Council, to market St Davids and the 

surrounding area to attract families, and offered to lead or participate on a voluntary basis. 

RESOLVED: To support the formation of the working party. Cllrs ES Evans, B Lloyd and RJ 

Thornton volunteered to participate. The Clerk to inform Mrs Rachael Thomas of the Council's 

support and confirm the number of councillors required. 

52 Glasfryn Road Reservoir - Tankering and Water Supply 

Following concerns raised by residents about frequent tanker visits to the Glasfryn SRV 

reservoir, including night-time disruption and temporary road blockage, the Clerk wrote to 

Dŵr Cymru seeking clarification on the reservoir's status and the impact, if any, of the 

completed Glasfryn Road development. Dŵr Cymru has confirmed that the tankering was 

required due to a burst inlet main, caused by a faulty pressure control valve, which has now 

been resolved; tankering ceased on 20 May. Dŵr Cymru has stated there are no further plans 

at the reservoir beyond routine maintenance, and that the pumping station, upgraded in 

2022, can support the Glasfryn Road development without issue. Separately, the Clerk's 

request has also been logged by Dŵr Cymru under the Environmental Information Regulations 

2004, with a formal response still awaited. 

RESOLVED: That the response received from Dŵr Cymru's Water Operations team be accepted 

as satisfactory and the situation monitored, noting that a formal response under the 

Environmental Information Regulations 2004 remains outstanding. Should any further 

problems arise (including odour issues), action is delegated to the Clerk to write to Dŵr Cymru 

immediately on being notified by Cllr MC Gray, reporting back to the September meeting. 

Approved. 
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53 SPF Communities Funding - Cinema Equipment Proposal 

Pembrokeshire County Council has confirmed a ringfenced SPF allocation of up to £2,000, to 

be spent and evidenced by 14 August 2026. The Clerk has proposed using this towards cinema-

grade projection equipment for City Hall, with a phased approach: purchasing a screen now 

and hiring a projector for an initial cinema night in the only available hall slot (9-14 August), 

with the Council's own projector funded separately later via the South Hook Community Fund. 

Further confirmation/guidance from PCC, along with quotes for the equipment, anticipated 

by the time of the meeting. 

RESOLVED: To proceed with the cinema equipment proposal and the SPF application (up to 

£2,000, to be spent and evidenced by 14 August 2026), and to approve Council match funding 

of up to £3,000. The Clerk to lead and co-ordinate with Cllr S Minas, including arrangements 

for the August event. 

54 Retirement of the Dean of St Davids Cathedral 

The Dean, the Very Revd Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, has announced that she will retire as Dean 

of St Davids Cathedral in August 2026, after more than eight years in post, returning to parish 

ministry in the Diocese of St Asaph. In her letter to the Council, the Dean reflected on her time 

in St Davids, including the strengthened working relationship between the Cathedral and the 

Council, and highlighted the "Celebrate St Davids" event as a particular highlight of her tenure. 

RESOLVED: To send a bilingual letter of thanks and present a commemorative shield to the 

Dean, the Very Revd Dr Sarah Rowland Jones, to be presented by the Mayor prior to/at her 

last service at the Cathedral on Sunday 2 August 2026. The Clerk to make arrangements, co-

ordinating with Sub-Canon, Leigh Richardson. 

55 St Davids Cathedral - Royal Chaplaincy Accession Day Service, 8 September 2026  

St Davids Cathedral has requested the Council's assistance in connection with a civic service 

on 8 September 2026 to install Bishop Dorrien as Dean of the new Royal Chaplaincy for Wales, 

which will include a public procession from Cross Square. Three requests have been made: a 

road closure of the High Street and The Pebbles from 2.30pm to 3.00pm; use of City Hall as a 

robing space; and tentative enquiry regarding use of City Hall for post-service refreshments. 

Hire charges have been requested. 

RESOLVED: That the Council is pleased to support this significant occasion for the City:  

(i) use of City Hall as a robing space, and if required for post-service refreshments, be offered 

free of charge; (ii) the Cathedral be advised to apply for and fund the road closure itself, noting 

the eight-week application window and that the Council does not have capacity to process the 

application within the timeframe. 
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56 Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi VA - Non Campus "Idle No More" Anti-Idling Campaign 

Following the "Keep St Davids Tidy" campaign, Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi has proposed a new "Idle 

No More" campaign encouraging drivers not to leave engines idling near the school and 

around the city, for environmental reasons and to note that unnecessary idling can be an 

offence under road traffic law. 

RESOLVED: To approve Council support for the campaign, including signage/poster design and 

promotion. Six posters in the “green car” design, A2 size, were approved, one to be placed 

outside the school; the artist's name and age to be included subject to YPD authorisation 

(requested by Cllr RJ Thornton), and the campaign to be featured in the newsletter. The Clerk 

to obtain quotes and proceed with the least expensive. 

57 Ysgol Penrhyn Dewi VA - Non Campus Senedd Group: Request for Financial Support 

A letter dated 23 June 2026 has been received from the Non Campus Senedd Group at Ysgol 

Penrhyn Dewi VA, requesting a contribution of £500 towards the costs of an end-of-year fun 

day for all primary pupils. The letter notes the school's role as a central part of the St Davids 

community and highlights the inclusive nature of the event. 

RESOLVED: To make a financial contribution of £200. 

58 St Davids Carnival 2026 - Request for Financial Assistance 

The Carnival Committee has requested financial assistance from the Council towards the usual 

costs of traffic control and insurance for the 2026 Carnival. 

RESOLVED: To make a financial contribution of £500. 

59 Planning (PCNPA): 

a. NP/26/0267/FUL Garden studio & store. The Duck Barn, Upper Treleddyn, St Davids, 

Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62 6PY. The City Council had no objection to the 

proposal as submitted. RESOLVED to support the application. 

b. NP/26/0279/CLE A field north of Whitesands Camping has been used as a seasonal 

overflow tenting site for the required minimum period of 10 years & used between 

24th May & 6th September each year (2015-2025 period). Whitesands Camping Site, 

St Davids, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, SA62 6PS. The City Council had no 

objection to the application. RESOLVED to raise no objection. 

Any Other Business 

Advisory (5 minutes): The Council cannot transact any business which is not included on the 

agenda. An exchange of urgent information may be raised, but no formal decisions should be 

taken and no expenditure approved. 

Items for information only: 
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a. Cllr M C Gray reported repeated closures / reduced pharmacist hours at St Davids 

Pharmacy, with prescriptions unavailable and residents directed to Haverfordwest - a 

loss to the community that disproportionately impacts its most vulnerable members. 

The Clerk agreed to make enquiries of Well Pharmacy and its Chief Executive 

regarding the reduction in pharmacist hours in St Davids compared with 

Haverfordwest, particularly with the summer season approaching. 

b. Cllr ES Evans reported the hedge around the Mount Gardens / New Street 

overhanging the pavement, forcing pedestrians onto the road - to be reported to PCC 

again. 

c. Cllr ES Evans requested an update on the City Hall paint scheme and Caerfarchell 

Defibrillator. 

d. Haverfordwest Male Voice Choir - celebrating 130 years with a charity concert at the 

Cathedral on 25 July - has asked to sell tickets outside City Hall (as with the annual 

arrangement with Festival of Arts). Members were supportive; the choir to contact 

the Clerk. 

e. Link councillors - groups appointed link councillors need to be notified of who their 

link councillor is; Cllr Richard noted the tourism group's founding documents provide 

for Council representation. 

f. Dŵr Cymru letter noted: upgrade works at St Davids Wastewater Treatment Works 

commencing Monday 6 July, expected completion end of September; construction 

traffic, with temporary traffic management on the first two days. 

Items for the Next Agenda: 

g. Cllr S Foster: City Hall - licensing for alcohol and music. 

h. Cllr S Foster: Twinned towns - events, communications and budget for twinning. 

i. Cllr S Foster: Review of the appointment of the street sign work (contract awarded 

March 2026; no progress to date). 

j. Cllr S Foster: Cathedral bins - gas struts and signage warning that the bin may be lost 

in the event of wrong refuse (e.g. holiday-let rubbish). 

k. EcoDewi / Plastic Free St Davids - revisit and invite EcoDewi to a future meeting. 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm 

 

 

Signed ………………………………       Date …………………………. 

Chair 




